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"The Big Valley" is a classic American western television series that originally aired on ABC from 1965
to 1969. Set in California's San Joaquin Valley during the post-Civil War era, the series follows the lives
of the Barkley family, a wealthy ranching dynasty navigating the challenges of their time. With a
blend of drama, action, and family dynamics, "The Big Valley" became a staple of 1960s television.
This episode guide provides an overview of the series, highlighting key episodes, story arcs, and
character developments.

Overview of "The Big Valley"

"The Big Valley" was created by Kenneth Johnson and starred notable actors such as Barbara
Stanwyck as Victoria Barkley, Richard Long as Jarrod Barkley, Lee Majors as Heath Barkley, Peter



Breck as Nick Barkley, and Linda Evans as Audra Barkley. The series is distinguished by its strong
female lead and an emphasis on family loyalty, love, and the struggle for justice.

With a total of 112 episodes spread across four seasons, the show tackled various themes, including
lawlessness, family feuds, and societal issues of the time, all while maintaining the traditional western
backdrop. The series was characterized by its high production values and strong storytelling, making
it a beloved part of television history.

Season-by-Season Breakdown

Season 1 (1965-1966)

The first season introduced viewers to the Barkley family and their sprawling ranch, the Barkley
Ranch. The dynamics between the characters were established, along with the show's overarching
themes of family and justice. Key episodes from Season 1 include:

1. Episode 1: "Palms of Glory"
- The series premiere sets the stage for the Barkley family, introducing Victoria Barkley and her three
sons. They confront a band of outlaws threatening their livelihood.

2. Episode 4: "The Murderers"
- A gripping narrative where the Barkleys face a moral dilemma when a man is wrongfully accused of
murder.

3. Episode 10: "The Way of the West"
- This episode explores the challenges of adapting to changing times, showcasing the tension
between old and new values in the West.

4. Episode 16: "The Invaders"
- The Barkleys must defend their land against a group of ruthless land grabbers, highlighting their
determination to protect their heritage.

Season 2 (1966-1967)

The second season expanded on the character arcs, introducing new characters and more complex
storylines. The family faced various external threats, including hostile neighbors and personal
betrayals. Notable episodes include:

1. Episode 1: "The Saddle Maker"
- The season opens with a tale of redemption, focusing on an old saddle maker whose past comes
back to haunt him.

2. Episode 5: "The Unforgiven"
- A powerful episode that examines themes of revenge and forgiveness when a former enemy returns
to seek vengeance against the Barkleys.



3. Episode 12: "The Long Goodbye"
- Jarrod Barkley finds himself torn between love and loyalty, leading to dramatic consequences for the
family.

Season 3 (1967-1968)

By the third season, "The Big Valley" had solidified its reputation as a drama-rich series. The
complexity of the Barkley family relationships deepened, and the show began to incorporate more
social commentary. Key episodes include:

1. Episode 1: "The Last Train to Gettysburg"
- A poignant story reflecting on the impact of the Civil War, as the Barkleys assist a group of veterans.

2. Episode 6: "The Return of the Lady"
- The return of an old flame brings tension and jealousy, testing the bonds within the family.

3. Episode 15: "The Death of a Legend"
- The Barkleys confront the loss of a family friend, illustrating the fragility of life in the West.

Season 4 (1968-1969)

The final season saw the series tackle even more ambitious storylines and character developments.
The family faced their greatest challenges yet, both from within and outside. Noteworthy episodes
include:

1. Episode 1: "The Last of the Barkleys"
- As the series begins to wind down, this episode confronts the legacy of the Barkley family and their
impact on the valley.

2. Episode 10: "The Way of the World"
- A critical look at the changing social landscape, as the Barkleys adapt to new realities while holding
onto their traditions.

3. Episode 26: "Judgment Day"

- The series finale encapsulates the struggles and triumphs of the Barkley family, providing closure for
long-time fans.

Character Development

The strength of "The Big Valley" lay in its rich character development. Each member of the Barkley
family brought unique qualities and conflicts to the narrative.



Victoria Barkley

Portrayed by Barbara Stanwyck, Victoria is the matriarch of the Barkley family. Her character is a
strong, independent woman who often serves as the moral compass of the family. Throughout the
series, Victoria struggles with societal expectations and her role as a mother and leader.

Jarrod Barkley

As the eldest son, Jarrod (Richard Long) is a lawyer who often finds himself caught between his duties
to the family and the law. His character embodies a sense of justice and integrity, often advocating
for the rights of others in the community.

Nick Barkley

Nick (Peter Breck) is the hot-headed middle son, known for his impulsive nature. His character often
serves as the action-oriented member of the family, facing challenges with strength and
determination.

Heath Barkley

Heath (Lee Majors) is introduced as the illegitimate son of the late Barkley patriarch. His character
grapples with issues of identity and acceptance, ultimately proving his worth to the family. Heath's
journey is one of redemption and familial love.

Audra Barkley

The youngest member of the family, Audra (Linda Evans) represents youthful optimism and resilience.
Her character often navigates the complexities of love and personal growth throughout the series.

Legacy and Cultural Impact

"The Big Valley" remains a significant part of television history, noted for its portrayal of strong female
characters and complex family dynamics. The series has influenced subsequent westerns and has
been referenced in various forms of media. It stands as a testament to the values of loyalty, justice,
and the enduring spirit of the American West.

The show's popularity has led to various forms of media, including merchandise, fan clubs, and even
discussions of potential reboots. Its timeless themes continue to resonate with audiences, earning
"The Big Valley" a cherished place in the hearts of fans old and new.



In conclusion, "The Big Valley" is more than just a television series; it is an exploration of family,
morality, and the human condition set against the backdrop of the American West. Through its rich
characters and compelling narratives, the show has left an indelible mark on the landscape of
American television.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Big Valley' and when did it originally air?

‘The Big Valley' is an American Western television series that originally aired from 1965 to 1969,
focusing on the Barkley family in California's San Joaquin Valley.

How many seasons and episodes does 'The Big Valley' have?

‘The Big Valley' consists of 4 seasons with a total of 112 episodes.

Who are the main characters in 'The Big Valley'?

The main characters include Victoria Barkley, played by Barbara Stanwyck; her sons Jarrod, Nick, and
Heath, portrayed by Richard Long, Peter Breck, and Lee Majors respectively; and daughter Audra,
played by Linda Evans.

What is the premise of 'The Big Valley'?

The series revolves around the Barkley family, wealthy landowners in the 1870s, as they deal with
various challenges and conflicts in the American West.

Are there any notable guest stars in 'The Big Valley'?

Yes, 'The Big Valley' featured several notable guest stars throughout its run, including actors like John
Carradine, Lee Van Cleef, and John Wayne.

Where can | watch 'The Big Valley' today?

'The Big Valley' is available for streaming on various platforms such as Amazon Prime Video, and it
may also be found on DVD collections or reruns on classic television networks.

Is there a detailed episode guide for 'The Big Valley'?

Yes, there are comprehensive episode guides available online that provide summaries, air dates, and
cast information for each episode of 'The Big Valley'.
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