
The Call Of The Wild Vocabulary

The Call of the Wild Vocabulary is a crucial aspect of understanding Jack London's classic novel.
This literary work is not only a thrilling adventure tale but also a rich tapestry of language that paints
vivid images of the Alaskan wilderness and the life of Buck, a domesticated dog turned primal
survivor. The vocabulary used by London encapsulates themes of survival, nature, and
transformation, making it essential for readers to grasp the significance of the words and phrases
employed throughout the narrative. In this article, we will explore key vocabulary terms found in "The
Call of the Wild," their meanings, and their contexts within the story.

Understanding the Setting and Themes

Before diving into the vocabulary, it is important to understand the setting and themes of "The Call of
the Wild." The novel is set during the Klondike Gold Rush in the late 1890s, a period marked by the
harshness of nature and the struggle for survival.

The Alaskan Wilderness

The setting plays a vital role in the development of the story. The Alaskan wilderness is depicted as
both beautiful and brutal, filled with challenges that test the characters' limits. Key vocabulary
associated with the setting includes:

- Tundra: A vast, flat, treeless Arctic region where the subsoil is permanently frozen. This term reflects
the harsh conditions Buck and other characters must navigate.
- Huskies: A breed of dog often used for sledding in cold climates. They symbolize the strength and



endurance required for survival in the wilderness.
- Pack: A group of animals, particularly wolves or dogs, that work together. This highlights the
importance of community and teamwork in survival.

The Themes of Survival and Transformation

The novel's central themes revolve around survival of the fittest and the transformation of Buck from
a domesticated pet to a fierce and independent creature. Vocabulary that encapsulates these themes
includes:

- Instinct: An innate, typically fixed pattern of behavior in animals in response to certain stimuli. This
term highlights Buck's gradual return to his primal instincts.
- Dominance: The exertion of power or influence over others. This is evident in the relationships
between the dogs and their human handlers.
- Adaptation: The process of change by which an organism becomes better suited to its environment.
Buck's ability to adapt is crucial to his survival.

Character Vocabulary

The characters in "The Call of the Wild" are vividly portrayed through their actions, dialogue, and the
vocabulary associated with them. Understanding these terms offers deeper insights into their
personalities and motivations.

Buck: The Protagonist

Buck, the main character, undergoes significant changes throughout the story. Key vocabulary
associated with him includes:

- Noble: Having or showing fine personal qualities or high moral principles. Buck is initially depicted as
a noble creature, living a comfortable life.
- Savage: Fierce, violent, and uncontrolled. As Buck adapts to the wild, he becomes more savage,
shedding his domesticated nature.
- Leadership: The action of leading a group of people or an organization. Buck emerges as a natural
leader among the sled dogs.


