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174 Roosevel®s Square Dieal

Theodore Roosevell was o war hero, seasomed |'mE||:u.'|.|n_ and dedicated reformer when he
becarme president in 1901, He quickly pushed Comgress to approve the Square Dieal, a program
of reform aimed at ciopping the wealthy and powerful from dominating small business owners
and the poor, Roosevelt used the power of the federl government to take on big busingss,
breaking up trusts be comsdonsd abusive. In 1906, Romsevell convinoed Compress to pass the
Hepburn Act, which limited what rilroads cowld charge for shipping. This helped fimmers in
the Wiest who hagl been at the mercy of the mialroagls

After readmg Updon Sinclair's novel Tive fungpde, Roosevelt pushed Congress o pass the
Meat Inspection Act, This law gave the government power 1o inspect meat and meal-processing
plants to ensure the meat was safe to cal. The Pure Food and Drug Act banned interstale
shipment of impuare food and the maslabeling of food and drugs.

Roosevelt loved nature, and be respected naturalist John Mulr, whose efforts had led 1o
the ereation of Yosemite National Park. Following Muir's advice, Roosevelt put millions of
acres of forests under fisderal control. However, be did not agree with Muir that all should remadn
umouched. Like the head of the Division of Fosestry, Gilford Pinchot, Roosevell believed in the
“rutional wse”™ of forests, The forests would be protected as future sources of lumber, To help
setile fights over sources of waler in the West, Roosevelt pushed for the passage of the National
Reclamation Axt. That law gave the government powser to build and manage dams and 10
comtrol where amd how waber was used

After two terms i olTice, Koosevell wanted Walliam Howard Tal 1o follow ham becanse
Taft shared his belel in regulating businesses. However, Taft did non follow the course
Roosevelt had sct, and Roosevelt bevame disappointed and, later, angry. He began to speak out
against Tafl, promoting what he called New Natisnalivm, a program o redone the povernmsent’s
trustbusting power. As anthier clection neared, the Taft-Roosevelt banbe splin the Republican
Pariy. A growp of Progressives created the Progressive Party and nominated Roosevelt as its
candidate for Presadent.

1. How did the Meat Inspection Act protect consumsers?
2. What was New Mationalism?
1. Why did President Roosevelt and Gafford Pinchit wanl b protect Forests?

4, How were the Square Dieal and the New Natsonalism programs simalar?

Teddy Roosevelt's Square Deal Worksheet

The Square Deal was a significant domestic policy initiative introduced by President Theodore
Roosevelt during the early 20th century. Through this program, Roosevelt aimed to address the
pressing social and economic issues facing America, ensuring fairness and justice for all citizens. This
article delves into the key components, historical context, and lasting impacts of the Square Deal,
providing a comprehensive understanding of one of Roosevelt's most enduring legacies.

Historical Context

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the United States underwent rapid industrialization. This
transformation brought about significant economic growth but also led to various societal challenges,



including:

- Exploitation of workers: Laborers often faced long hours, low wages, and unsafe working conditions.
- Monopolies and trusts: Large corporations controlled markets, stifling competition and manipulating
prices.

- Environmental degradation: Industrial practices harmed natural resources and public health.

The public's growing discontent with these issues set the stage for reform. Enter Theodore Roosevelt,
who became president in 1901 following the assassination of William McKinley. Roosevelt's
background as a reform-minded politician and his experiences as a rancher and soldier shaped his
vision for a more equitable society.

The Core Principles of the Square Deal

The Square Deal was built on three main principles, often referred to as the "three Cs":

1. Conservation of natural resources
2. Control of corporations
3. Consumer protection

Conservation of Natural Resources

Roosevelt was a pioneer in environmental conservation. He recognized that unchecked industrial
growth was leading to the depletion of natural resources and damage to the environment. Key actions
taken during his presidency included:

- Establishment of National Parks: Roosevelt created five national parks, including Crater Lake and
Wind Cave, and expanded the National Wildlife Refuge System.

- The Antiquities Act: This law allowed him to designate national monuments to protect significant
natural and cultural resources.

- Forest Service: He established the U.S. Forest Service in 1905, which underscored the importance of
sustainable resource management.

These efforts reflected his belief that the government had a responsibility to protect the environment
for future generations.

Control of Corporations

The rise of monopolies and trusts was a significant concern for Roosevelt. He believed that large
corporations should not have unchecked power over the economy and the lives of ordinary citizens.
To counteract corporate influence, he implemented several key strategies:

- Sherman Antitrust Act: Roosevelt vigorously enforced this law against monopolistic corporations.
Notably, he took action against the Northern Securities Company in 1904, a major railroad trust.
- Regulation of Railroads: The Hepburn Act of 1906 empowered the Interstate Commerce Commission



to regulate railroad rates, ensuring fair pricing for consumers and businesses.
- The Pure Food and Drug Act: Enacted in 1906, this law sought to eliminate unsafe food and drug
products from the market, holding corporations accountable for public health.

These actions demonstrated Roosevelt's commitment to curbing corporate excesses and fostering fair
competition.

Consumer Protection

Consumer protection was central to the Square Deal. Roosevelt understood that consumers needed
safeguards against dishonest practices and unsafe products. Key initiatives included:

- Food and Drug Administration (FDA): The establishment of the FDA helped ensure the safety and
efficacy of food and pharmaceuticals, leading to better public health outcomes.

- Meat Inspection Act: Also passed in 1906, this law mandated sanitary conditions in meatpacking
plants, addressing public outrage following the publication of Upton Sinclair's "The Jungle."

- Consumer Advocacy: Roosevelt believed in empowering consumers by increasing transparency and
accountability within industries, thereby promoting informed purchasing decisions.

These measures highlighted the administration's dedication to protecting the welfare of American
citizens.

Impact of the Square Deal

The Square Deal had a profound impact on American society and government policies. Its legacy can
be seen in several areas:

Legislation and Regulatory Framework

The laws and regulations established during the Square Deal laid the groundwork for future reforms.
Subsequent administrations continued to build on Roosevelt's initiatives, leading to a more extensive
regulatory framework in various sectors, including:

- Labor Laws: The groundwork was established for labor reforms, including the establishment of the
eight-hour workday and better working conditions.

- Environmental Policy: Roosevelt's conservation efforts inspired future environmental movements
and legislation, including the creation of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in the 1970s.

- Consumer Rights: The principles of consumer protection established during the Square Deal paved
the way for more comprehensive consumer rights laws in the latter half of the 20th century.

Political Repercussions

The Square Deal also had significant political ramifications, influencing the evolution of the



Republican Party and American political discourse:

- Progressive Movement: Roosevelt's policies galvanized the Progressive Movement, encouraging
other reformers to advocate for social justice, labor rights, and governmental accountability.

- Shift in Party Ideology: The Square Deal marked a shift within the Republican Party towards
progressive ideals, although this would later lead to ideological divisions within the party.

Public Perception and Legacy

Public reception of the Square Deal was generally positive, with Roosevelt gaining a reputation as a
champion of the common man. His progressive reforms resonated with a populace eager for change.
The legacy of the Square Deal continues to influence contemporary discussions about government
intervention, corporate regulation, and social justice.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Teddy Roosevelt's Square Deal represented a transformative approach to governance
during a tumultuous period in American history. By focusing on conservation, corporate control, and
consumer protection, Roosevelt set forth a vision of fairness that aimed to benefit all citizens. The
principles established during this time laid the foundation for future reforms and continue to resonate
in modern policy discussions. Roosevelt's legacy as a reformer and advocate for social justice remains
a defining aspect of his presidency, illustrating the enduring importance of the Square Deal in
American history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was Theodore Roosevelt's Square Deal?

The Square Deal was President Theodore Roosevelt's domestic program that aimed to ensure fairness
for workers, consumers, and businesses. It focused on three main areas: conservation of natural
resources, control of corporations, and consumer protection.

What are the three C's of the Square Deal?

The three C's of the Square Deal are Conservation of natural resources, Control of corporations, and
Consumer protection.

How did the Square Deal impact labor rights?

The Square Deal led to increased support for labor rights, including the establishment of the
Department of Labor and the enforcement of labor regulations, such as the regulation of working
hours and conditions.



What legislation was enacted as part of the Square Deal?

Key legislation that emerged from the Square Deal includes the Pure Food and Drug Act, the Meat
Inspection Act, and the Elkins Act, which aimed to regulate railroad rates and practices.

How did Theodore Roosevelt use the Square Deal to address
monopolies?

Theodore Roosevelt used the Square Deal to combat monopolies by enforcing antitrust laws, notably
prosecuting companies like Northern Securities Company to break up monopolistic practices.

What role did conservation play in the Square Deal?

Conservation played a significant role in the Square Deal, with Roosevelt promoting the establishment
of national parks, forests, and monuments to protect natural resources and ensure sustainable use.

How did the Square Deal affect consumer protection?

The Square Deal strengthened consumer protection by implementing regulations that ensured the
safety and quality of food and drugs, thereby increasing public trust in consumer products.

Why is the Square Deal considered a significant part of
Roosevelt's legacy?

The Square Deal is considered a significant part of Roosevelt's legacy because it marked a shift in the
role of the federal government in regulating the economy and protecting the welfare of citizens.

How did public opinion influence the Square Deal?

Public opinion played a crucial role in shaping the Square Deal, as growing concerns about corporate
power and social justice led to increased demand for reforms that Roosevelt sought to address
through his policies.
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Ghana - Wikipedia
Ghana, [a] officially the Republic of Ghana, is a country in West Africa. It is situated with the Gulf of
Guinea and the Atlantic Ocean to the south, and shares borders with Cote d’'Ivoire to the ...

Ghana | History, Flag, Map, Population, Language, Currency,
Jul 27, 1999 - Ghana, country of western Africa, situated on the coast of the Gulf of Guinea. Although
relatively small in area and population, Ghana is one of the leading countries of ...
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Ghana Maps & Facts - World Atlas
Aug 8, 2023 - Ghana, covering a total area of about 238,540 km 2 (or approximately 92,101 mi 2), is
situated on the Gulf of Guinea and the Atlantic Ocean in the subregion of West Africa. The ...

Ghana - The World Factbook
6 days ago - There are no photos for Ghana. Visit the Definitions and Notes page to view a
description of each topic.

Visit Ghana. - Explore Ghana, the land of rich culture, heritage ...
Several international airlines, including British Airways and Delta Airlines, operate regularly
scheduled flights from Ghana to major cities in North America, Europe, Africa and the Middle ...

Ghana country profile - BBC News
Jan 7, 2025 - Provides an overview of Ghana, including key dates and facts about this west African
country.

Ghana - Simple English Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
The Volta Basin also takes up most of central Ghana. Ghana's highest point is Mount Afadjato. It is
885 m (2,904 ft) and is found in the Akwapim-Togo Ranges. There are two main seasons in ...

Ghana - New World Encyclopedia
Ghana, officially the Republic of Ghana, is a country in West Africa. It borders Cote d'Ivoire to the
west, Burkina Faso to the north, Togo to the east, and the Gulf of Guinea to the south.

Ghana | Culture, Facts & Travel | - CountryReports
Ghana is situated on West Africa’s Gulf of Guinea, and its capital, Accra, is 4 degrees north of the
Equator. Ghana covers 238,540 square kilometers and is about the size of Oregon. Half of the ...

Ghana - Gold Coast - Country Profile - Nations Online Project
A virtual guide to Ghana, formerly known as the Gold Coast, a country in western Africa just north of
the Equator. Situated between Cote d'Ivoire and Togo, and bordered by Burkina Faso in ...

Prescription Prices, Coupons & Pharmacy Information - GoodRx
Jul 14, 2025 - GoodRx works to make its website accessible to all, including those with disabilities. If
you are having difficulty accessing this website, please call or email us at 1-855-268-2822 or ...

Drug Price Search, Find Prescription Coupons - GoodRx
Here’s how to save as much as $2000 on your prescriptions with GoodRx Written by Tori Marsh,

MPH

How Does GoodRx Work - GoodRx
Search and compare prescription costs at pharmacies near you. See how GoodRx works and start
saving on your medications today with GoodRx.

Drug Directory: Browse Medications by Letter - GoodRx
Browse all medications on GoodRx from A-Z. All drugs are listed by brand or generic name. Find a
coupon and save up to 80% on your prescription at more than 60,000 US pharmacies.

How to use GoodRx - Support
How do I use GoodRx at the pharmacy? What is GoodRx? How does it work? Can I use a GoodRx
coupon for my pet? Can you help me find a pet coupon? GoodRx & GoodRx Gold Restrictions ...




Prescription Discount Card - GoodRx
With GoodRx I was able to save 65% of what I would pay out of pocket using their service. You don’t
have to pay full price to live your best life. — Aubreyana B.

What is GoodRx? How does it work? - Support
GoodRx is a service that helps Americans find lower drug prices at their local communities. You can
use GoodRx instead of your insurance whenever we're able to offer a lower price than your co-pay.

Trulicity 2025 Prices, Coupons & Savings Tips - GoodRx
A GoodRx Savings Guide to GLP-1 Receptor Agonists: Ozempic, Wegovy, Trulicity, and More Written
By Alyssa Billingsley, PharmD

Xarelto 2025 Prices, Coupons & Savings Tips - GoodRx

There are currently no generic alternatives for Xarelto. It is covered by some Medicare and
insurance plans, but some pharmacy coupons, manufacturer programs, or cash prices may be ...
Pharmacy Near Me - Store Locator & Pharmacy Coupons - GoodRx

GoodRx is the easiest way to find pharmacies near you. Get store info, hours of operation, and save
on your prescriptions with GoodRx.
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