
Tarzan Of The Apes By Edgar Rice Burroughs

Tarzan of the Apes is a classic novel penned by Edgar Rice Burroughs, first published in 1912. It introduces
readers to the legendary character of Tarzan, a man raised by apes in the depths of the African jungle. The
story explores themes of identity, civilization versus savagery, and the innate connection between humans
and nature. With its rich narrative and vibrant characters, "Tarzan of the Apes" has become a significant
part of popular culture and has inspired numerous adaptations in film, television, and literature.

Background of the Novel

When Edgar Rice Burroughs wrote "Tarzan of the Apes," he was a struggling writer with a vivid
imagination and a penchant for adventure. The novel was serialized in the magazine "All-Story" in 1912
before being published as a book. Burroughs drew from his own experiences and interests in anthropology,
wildlife, and adventure stories, crafting a tale that resonated with the cultural zeitgeist of early 20th-
century America.



Influences and Inspirations

Several influences shaped Burroughs' creation of Tarzan:

1. Adventure Literature: Burroughs was inspired by the works of writers like H. Rider Haggard, whose
tales of exploration and adventure in exotic lands set the stage for the genre.
2. Anthropology and Evolution: The early 20th century was a time of fascination with evolutionary theory,
which influenced Burroughs' portrayal of Tarzan as a product of both human and animal instincts.
3. Personal Experiences: Burroughs' own travels and interests in wildlife fueled his imagination, allowing
him to create a vivid and believable jungle setting.

Plot Overview

The plot of "Tarzan of the Apes" follows the life of John Clayton, the Earl of Greystoke, who is marooned in
the African jungle with his wife, Alice, after their ship is attacked by mutineers. The couple dies shortly
after giving birth to their son, who is discovered and adopted by a tribe of apes known as the Mangani. The
young boy, named Tarzan by the apes, grows up learning the ways of the jungle, developing incredible
physical abilities and a deep connection with the animals around him.

As Tarzan matures, he grapples with his identity, torn between his primal instincts and the vestiges of his
human heritage. His journey of self-discovery leads him to encounter other humans, including the
beautiful Jane Porter, who will play a crucial role in his understanding of love and civilization.

Key Events

The novel is punctuated by several key events that shape Tarzan's identity and fate:

- Discovery of the Treehouse: Tarzan discovers his parents' treehouse, which contains books and artifacts
from the outside world. This discovery sparks his intellectual curiosity and deepens his understanding of
human culture.
- First Encounter with Humans: Tarzan's first meeting with humans occurs when he rescues Jane and her
party from a band of hostile natives. This moment marks the beginning of his transition from the jungle to
civilization.
- Conflict with Other Men: Throughout the story, Tarzan faces various conflicts with other humans,
including the villainous Clayton and the opportunistic businessman, Mr. Philander. These encounters
highlight the tension between civilization and the primal world he knows.



Character Analysis

The characters in "Tarzan of the Apes" are richly developed and serve as vehicles for exploring the novel's
central themes.

Tarzan

Tarzan is the epitome of the noble savage, a character who embodies the strengths and weaknesses of both
human and animal instincts. His physical prowess and adaptability in the jungle contrast sharply with his
naivety and vulnerability when confronted with the complexities of human society. Tarzan’s journey
reflects the struggle to reconcile his primal heritage with the expectations of civilization.

Jane Porter

Jane Porter represents the civilized world that Tarzan is drawn to yet remains alien to him. As a character,
she embodies grace, intelligence, and independence, challenging the traditional roles of women in early
20th-century literature. Her relationship with Tarzan evolves from fascination to deep love, symbolizing
the bridge between nature and civilization.

Supporting Characters

Several supporting characters enrich the narrative:

- Professor Archimedes Q. Porter: Jane's father, a bumbling yet endearing character who provides comic
relief and represents the intellectual aspect of civilization.
- William Cecil Clayton: The antagonist who seeks to claim Jane and Tarzan’s inheritance, serving as a foil
to Tarzan’s noble character.
- The Apes: The Mangani tribe, led by Kerchak, are critical in shaping Tarzan's upbringing and serve as a
reminder of his primal roots.

Themes and Motifs

"Tarzan of the Apes" is steeped in various themes and motifs that resonate throughout the narrative.



Civilization vs. Savagery

One of the novel's central themes is the conflict between civilization and savagery. Tarzan's life in the
jungle represents the untamed aspects of humanity, while his encounters with civilization expose the
hypocrisy and moral complexities of human society. Burroughs raises questions about what it means to be
"civilized" and whether the trappings of culture are inherently superior to the instincts of the natural
world.

Identity and Self-Discovery

Tarzan's journey is one of self-discovery as he grapples with his dual identity as both a man and an ape. His
quest for knowledge and understanding of his heritage is a universal theme, reflecting the human desire to
belong and find one’s place in the world.

Nature and the Primitive World

The lush, vibrant jungle serves as a character in its own right, symbolizing the raw beauty and danger of
the natural world. Burroughs paints a vivid picture of the flora and fauna, emphasizing the
interconnectedness of all living beings. This motif invites readers to consider humanity's relationship with
nature and the often-destructive impact of civilization on the environment.

Impact and Legacy

The impact of "Tarzan of the Apes" extends far beyond its initial publication. The character of Tarzan has
become a cultural icon, inspiring countless adaptations in various forms of media.

Adaptations

1. Film: Tarzan has been portrayed in over 100 films, with notable adaptations including the 1999 animated
Disney film and the live-action versions starring Johnny Weissmuller and Alexander Skarsgård.
2. Television: The character has appeared in numerous television series, including "Tarzan" (1966) and "The
Legend of Tarzan" (2001).
3. Comics and Novels: The character has inspired a range of comic book adaptations and sequel novels,
further expanding the Tarzan mythos.



Cultural Significance

Tarzan's enduring popularity can be attributed to his embodiment of the archetypal hero who navigates the
complexities of identity, love, and survival. The themes of the novel continue to resonate with
contemporary audiences, prompting discussions about the intersection of nature and civilization, as well as
the exploration of identity in a rapidly changing world.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Tarzan of the Apes by Edgar Rice Burroughs is more than just an adventure story; it is a
profound exploration of identity, civilization, and humanity's relationship with nature. Through Tarzan's
journey from the jungle to civilization, readers are invited to reflect on their own identities and the
complexities of the world around them. The novel's impact on literature and popular culture is undeniable,
ensuring that the legend of Tarzan will endure for generations to come. As readers delve into this timeless
tale, they will find not just the story of a man raised by apes, but a rich tapestry of themes that speak to the
very essence of what it means to be human.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Tarzan of the Apes'?
The central theme revolves around the conflict between civilization and nature, exploring identity,
belonging, and the innate instincts of humanity.

Who are the main characters in 'Tarzan of the Apes'?
The main characters include Tarzan, Jane Porter, and Clayton, as well as Tarzan's ape mother, Kala, and the
antagonist, Paulvitch.

How does Tarzan's upbringing influence his character?
Tarzan's upbringing among apes shapes his physical abilities and instincts, but also creates a conflict when
he encounters human society, highlighting his struggle between two worlds.

What literary techniques does Edgar Rice Burroughs use in 'Tarzan of
the Apes'?
Burroughs employs vivid descriptions, adventure narrative style, and contrasting settings to enhance the
story's themes and character development.



In what ways does 'Tarzan of the Apes' challenge societal norms?
The novel challenges norms by depicting Tarzan, a 'noble savage', as more morally grounded and
physically capable than the civilized characters, questioning the values of Western society.

What impact did 'Tarzan of the Apes' have on popular culture?
The novel established Tarzan as an iconic character in literature and media, leading to numerous adaptations
in films, comics, and merchandise, influencing the adventure genre.

How does the relationship between Tarzan and Jane evolve throughout
the novel?
Their relationship evolves from initial curiosity and misunderstanding to deep love and mutual respect,
highlighting themes of connection and cultural differences.

What role do the apes play in Tarzan's development?
The apes play a crucial role in Tarzan's development, teaching him survival skills and nurturing his
instincts, representing his connection to nature and primal origins.

What is the significance of Tarzan's dual heritage?
Tarzan's dual heritage as both human and ape symbolizes the struggle between civilization and primal
instincts, emphasizing the complexity of identity and belonging.
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Jul 19, 2025 · Tarzan最初是在GRF出道的，是2017年，当时他18岁，但是当时的GRF还只是一支次级战队，中间还改过名字，我 …

如何看待网传 Tarzan 与 Breathe 夏季赛将加盟 WBG？ - 知乎
Tarzan的春季赛LNG白月光属性增加了一堆路好，Breathe也是23年表现不错的RNG的名宿，估计粉丝还是有，但是像撕少theshy那 …

如何评价《英雄联盟》苏州LNG战队职业选手 Tarzan？ - 知乎
Tarzan，真名李承勇，1999年生。 2016年10月，Tarzan来到中国甘肃，拿到了tga的甘肃省冠军，但是在全国赛中一轮游。 2017年3月，他加入了CK联赛
的GRF战队。 7月，教练cvmax加 …

AL官宣Flandre、Tarzan加盟，Shanks续约，你看好他们在2025赛 …
Tarzan稳健的游戏风格是AL选择他的最大理由，在今年夏季赛偏野核的玩法节奏下，Tarzan的火男，莉莉娅，婕拉都打出过出色的游戏内容， 从游戏内容来看，他就是Croco
的完美上位替代。

LNG 官宣 Tarzan 离队，如何评价他在队期间的表现？ - 知乎
LNG发布人员变动公告：Tarzan正式离队成为自由人。【LNG九号电动电子竞技俱乐部人员变动公告】原LNG九号…

tarzan明年回LCK可能性有多大? - 知乎
Jul 19, 2025 · Tarzan最初是在GRF出道的，是2017年，当时他18岁，但是当时的GRF还只是一支次级战队，中间还改过名字，我记得有一段时间叫FIN，而且
当时的队伍中单不是Chovy，而 …

如何看待网传 Tarzan 与 Breathe 夏季赛将加盟 WBG？ - 知乎
Tarzan的春季赛LNG白月光属性增加了一堆路好，Breathe也是23年表现不错的RNG的名宿，估计粉丝还是有，但是像撕少theshy那种死忠女粉估计不多，毕竟差点
感觉。

如何评价ALE直播说「Tarzan绝对不可能回LNG，Tarzan的自尊心绝 …
八强赛面对T1，Tarzan用糟糕的表现辜负了观众的期待， 可以说Tarzan就是输给T1的重要罪犯。 只是，赛后面对观众们铺天盖地的指责与谩骂，自媒体和主播们的挖苦和攻击，
“精忠报国”的 …

现在回过头来看，Tarzan因为一场BO5的糟糕表现被喷「精忠报国 …
Jan 29, 2024 · 现在Tarzan走了，换上了Weiwei，整个队伍又要重新磨合， 从德杯到现在，LNG接连输给了RA和TT，昨天也算是有些小波折地战胜
了OMG. Gala接连被Assum、1XN和Able等 …

S13 八强赛 T1 3:0 击败 LNG 晋级半决赛，如何评价这场比赛？
Nov 5, 2023 · 丑陋。 这场比赛只能用这样的形容词了。 打出这样的三场肉眼可见的难看的比赛，还需要分析什么BP战术吗？ 上一次让我产生如此生理不适的打野选手，
是S10的小花生。 …

如何评价S13八强战LNG对T1，打野·李承勇ID：Tarzan，3盘比赛下 …
Nov 5, 2023 · 第二局，由于tarzan第一把的嘉文太辣眼睛，lng不敢选了，无奈只能把嘉文也放上ban位。 利用首选优势给他抢了个大树，和中路的杰斯组成一套前中期非
常强力的组合。 而t1 …

2024 德玛西亚杯决赛 AL 3-1 战胜 TES 夺冠，如何评价这场比赛？
这个是我在AL半决赛战胜WBG时的回答，我还是得说一句话， Tarzan就是最会养双C的打野。 2024 德玛西亚杯 AL 3-1 战胜 WBG 挺进决赛，如何评价这场比赛？
84 赞同 · 40 评论 回答 今 …

Explore the adventurous world of "Tarzan of the Apes" by Edgar Rice Burroughs. Discover how this
iconic tale redefined adventure literature. Learn more!
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