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Target Traficant 2005 Michael Collins Piper 0981808611 is a provocative and controversial
book that delves into the life and political career of former U.S. Congressman James Traficant. Author
Michael Collins Piper, known for his incisive commentary on political issues and his critiques of various
historical narratives, presents a compelling case that questions the official versions of events
surrounding Traficant’s life and ultimate downfall. This article will explore the book's themes, the life
of James Traficant, and the broader implications of Piper's arguments.

Overview of James Traficant

James Traficant, a Democrat from Ohio, served in the U.S. House of Representatives from 1981 until
2002. He was known for his flamboyant personality, unique style, and often controversial statements.
Traficant was a vocal opponent of the political establishment, which he accused of corruption and
mismanagement. His tenure was marked by several high-profile legal battles, culminating in his
conviction on federal charges of racketeering and bribery in 2002.



Early Life and Career

- Birth and Education: Born on May 8, 1941, in Pennsylvania, Traficant grew up in a working-class
family. He attended college at the University of Pittsburgh and later earned a degree in law.
- Political Beginnings: Before entering Congress, Traficant served as the sheriff of Mahoning County,
Ohio, where he developed a reputation for his tough stance on crime and his unorthodox methods.

Political Career in Congress

- Service Duration: Traficant represented Ohio's 17th congressional district for over two decades.
- Legislative Focus: He focused on issues such as labor rights, government accountability, and
defending his constituents' interests. Traficant was notable for his outspoken criticism of the U.S.
government and its policies, often challenging powerful interests.

Target Traficant: The Book’s Premise

In "Target Traficant," Michael Collins Piper argues that Traficant was a victim of a politically motivated
attack rather than a straightforward criminal. Piper suggests that Traficant's willingness to confront
powerful entities and challenge the status quo made him a target for political retribution.

Key Themes and Arguments

1. Political Persecution: Piper contends that Traficant's legal troubles were the result of a concerted
effort by political opponents to silence him. He cites various instances where Traficant's outspoken
criticisms of government policies and powerful figures led to backlash.

2. Corruption Within the Establishment: The book highlights the pervasive corruption within political
institutions, suggesting that Traficant's attempts to expose this corruption made him a target. Piper
draws parallels between Traficant's experiences and those of other whistleblowers who have faced
similar fates.

3. Media Manipulation: Piper discusses how the mainstream media portrayed Traficant negatively,
influencing public perception and potentially swaying juries during his trials. He argues that biased
reporting played a crucial role in shaping the narrative surrounding Traficant's legal issues.

The Legal Troubles of James Traficant

Traficant's legal issues began to accumulate in the late 1990s, culminating in a 2002 trial that would
define his legacy.



Federal Indictment and Trial

- Charges: Traficant faced multiple federal charges, including bribery, racketeering, and tax evasion.
The allegations stemmed from his acceptance of gifts and services from individuals connected to
organized crime in exchange for political favors.
- Trial Outcome: In April 2002, Traficant was convicted on all counts and subsequently sentenced to
eight years in prison. His trial was marked by dramatic courtroom moments and his defiant stance
against the charges.

Post-Conviction Life

After serving his sentence, Traficant remained a controversial figure. He continued to speak out
against the government and maintained his innocence regarding the charges that led to his
imprisonment.

Michael Collins Piper’s Perspective

Piper's approach in "Target Traficant" is both analytical and passionate. He seeks to reframe
Traficant's narrative, presenting him as a martyr for political freedom rather than a common criminal.

Writing Style and Tone

- Engaging Narrative: Piper employs a narrative style that combines storytelling with investigative
journalism, making the book accessible to a wide audience.
- Controversial Claims: He does not shy away from making bold claims and drawing connections
between seemingly unrelated events to bolster his arguments.

Critique of Piper’s Arguments

While Piper's book presents a compelling alternative perspective on Traficant, it has faced criticism
from various quarters. Critics argue that:

- Lack of Concrete Evidence: Some believe that Piper's assertions lack sufficient evidence and rely too
heavily on conjecture.
- Potential Bias: Given Piper's history of promoting conspiracy theories, some readers may question
the objectivity of his analysis.

The Legacy of James Traficant

Despite his controversial life, Traficant remains a significant figure in American political history. His



unique style, coupled with his unyielding stance against the establishment, has left an indelible mark
on the political landscape.

Public Perception and Impact

- Polarizing Figure: Traficant is viewed by some as a hero who stood up against a corrupt system,
while others see him as a disgraced politician who abused his power.
- Influence on Future Politicians: Traficant’s story serves as a cautionary tale for those in public office,
illustrating the potential consequences of challenging powerful interests.

Conclusion

"Target Traficant" by Michael Collins Piper offers a controversial yet thought-provoking examination of
James Traficant's life and career. Through its exploration of themes such as political persecution,
media manipulation, and institutional corruption, the book invites readers to reconsider the narratives
surrounding Traficant. Whether viewed as a martyr or a criminal, Traficant's legacy continues to
provoke discussion and debate, making Piper’s work a relevant contribution to the discourse on
political accountability and justice in America.

In a world where political figures often face scrutiny and backlash for their actions, "Target Traficant"
serves as a reminder of the complexities and nuances that define public life. It challenges readers to
think critically about the systems that govern their lives and the individuals who choose to confront
them.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main subject of 'Target Traficant' by Michael
Collins Piper?
The book primarily focuses on the controversial figure Jim Traficant, exploring his political career,
legal troubles, and the allegations surrounding his connections to organized crime.

Who is Michael Collins Piper and what is his relevance in the
context of 'Target Traficant'?
Michael Collins Piper was an American author and journalist known for his writings on conspiracy
theories and controversial historical events. In 'Target Traficant', he delves into the complexities of
Traficant's life and the political machinations that led to his downfall.

What year was 'Target Traficant' published?
'Target Traficant' was published in 2005.



What type of evidence does Piper present in 'Target Traficant'
to support his claims?
Piper presents a mix of anecdotal accounts, interviews, and interpretations of public records to
support his claims regarding Jim Traficant's life and the circumstances of his legal challenges.

Is 'Target Traficant' considered a controversial book?
Yes, 'Target Traficant' is considered controversial due to its critical perspective on mainstream
narratives surrounding Traficant, as well as Piper's broader views on conspiracies and corruption in
politics.

What ISBN is associated with 'Target Traficant'?
The ISBN associated with 'Target Traficant' is 0981808611.
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