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Task 2 General IELTS Writing is a crucial component of the IELTS exam that assesses your ability to
articulate your thoughts in a clear and structured manner. This task requires candidates to respond to
a prompt with an essay that discusses a particular viewpoint, argument, or problem. In this article, we
will explore the various aspects of Task 2 in the General IELTS Writing section, including its format,

scoring criteria, and effective strategies to excel in this part of the exam.

Understanding the Format of Task 2

Task 2 of the General IELTS Writing section consists of a single essay prompt that candidates must
address in a formal style. The task typically includes a statement or question related to everyday life or

societal issues, and candidates are required to express their opinions, provide arguments, or suggest



solutions.

Types of Questions

The essay prompts in Task 2 can be categorized into several types:

Opinion Essays: These require you to express your viewpoint on a specific issue.

¢ Discussion Essays: Here, you need to discuss multiple perspectives on a topic.

Problem-Solution Essays: In these essays, you identify a problem and propose possible

solutions.

Advantages and Disadvantages Essays: These prompts ask you to evaluate the pros and cons of

a particular situation or trend.

Understanding the type of question you are dealing with is essential for organizing your thoughts and

structuring your essay effectively.

Scoring Criteria for Task 2

Your Task 2 essay will be evaluated based on four main criteria:



1. Task Response

This criterion measures how well you address the prompt. You should ensure that you fully understand
the question and respond appropriately. It is essential to present a clear position and support it with

relevant arguments and examples.

2. Coherence and Cohesion

Coherence refers to the logical flow of your ideas, while cohesion involves the use of linking words and
phrases to connect sentences and paragraphs. Make sure your essay has a clear structure, with an

introduction, body paragraphs, and a conclusion.

3. Lexical Resource

This criterion assesses your vocabulary usage. Aim to use a range of vocabulary accurately. Avoid

repetition and strive for precision in word choice to enhance the clarity of your arguments.

4. Grammatical Range and Accuracy

Your essay will also be evaluated based on your grammatical skills. Use a variety of sentence
structures, and make sure to proofread your work for any grammatical errors that may detract from the

overall quality of your writing.

Effective Strategies for Task 2



To achieve a high score in Task 2 of the General IELTS Writing section, it is essential to employ

effective strategies. Here are some tips to help you succeed:

1. Analyze the Prompt Carefully

Before you start writing, take the time to read the prompt thoroughly. Identify the key components,
including the topic, your stance, and any specific instructions. Understanding the prompt fully will guide

your writing and help you stay focused.

2. Plan Your Essay

Creating an outline is a vital step in the writing process. Spend a few minutes organizing your ideas

into a coherent structure. A typical essay structure includes:

1. Introduction: Present the topic and your thesis statement.

2. Body Paragraphs: Each paragraph should focus on a single idea that supports your thesis. Start

with a topic sentence, provide evidence or examples, and conclude with a sentence that

reinforces your point.

3. Conclusion: Summarize your main points and restate your position, reinforcing the significance of

your argument.

3. Use Clear and Concise Language



Clarity is key in academic writing. Use straightforward language to convey your ideas effectively. Avoid
overly complex sentences that can confuse the reader. Remember, your goal is to communicate your

thoughts clearly.

4. Practice Time Management

You have 40 minutes to complete Task 2, which may seem like a short amount of time. Practice
writing essays within this time limit to develop a sense of pacing. Allocate a few minutes for planning,

writing, and reviewing your work.

5. Expand Your Vocabulary

A diverse vocabulary can enhance the quality of your writing. Read widely and make a list of useful
phrases and synonyms that can help you express your ideas more precisely. However, be cautious not

to use complex vocabulary incorrectly; clarity should always take precedence over complexity.

6. Revise and Edit Your Work

If time permits, take a few minutes to review your essay. Look for grammatical errors, awkward
phrasing, or unclear ideas. Revising your work can significantly improve the overall quality of your

writing.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

To maximize your score, be mindful of common pitfalls in Task 2:



1. Ignoring the Task Requirements

Ensure that you fully address the prompt. Writing off-topic or failing to respond to all parts of the

question can result in a lower score.

2. Lack of Structure

A disorganized essay can confuse readers. Follow a clear structure with distinct paragraphs for each

idea.

3. Overly Complex Sentences

While variety in sentence structure is important, overly complex sentences can lead to confusion. Aim

for a balance between simple and complex sentences.

4. Poor Time Management

Running out of time can prevent you from completing your essay or reviewing your work. Practice

managing your time effectively during practice sessions.

Conclusion

Task 2 General IELTS Writing is a significant part of the IELTS exam that requires critical thinking and
effective communication skills. By understanding the format, scoring criteria, and best practices, you

can approach this task with confidence. Remember to analyze the prompt carefully, plan your essay,



and practice regularly to improve your writing skills. With dedication and preparation, you can achieve

a high score in the General IELTS Writing Task 2.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Task 2 in the General IELTS Writing test?

Task 2 requires candidates to write an essay in response to a given prompt, presenting their viewpoint,

argument, or discussion on a specific topic.

How much time should | spend on Task 2 during the IELTS exam?

It is recommended to spend about 40 minutes on Task 2, as it carries more weight in scoring

compared to Task 1.

What are the common types of essays for Task 22

Common types include opinion essays, discussion essays, problem-solution essays, and advantages-

disadvantages essays.

What is the word limit for Task 2 responses?

Candidates are required to write at least 250 words for Task 2, and responses below this limit may be

penalized.

How is Task 2 scored in the IELTS exam?

Task 2 is scored based on four criteria: task response, coherence and cohesion, lexical resource, and

grammatical range and accuracy.

What strategies can | use to plan my Task 2 essay effectively?

Useful strategies include brainstorming ideas, creating an outline, and noting down key points before

writing the introduction and body paragraphs.



Can | use personal examples in my Task 2 essay?

Yes, personal examples can enhance your argument and make your essay more relatable, but ensure

they are relevant to the topic.

How important is vocabulary for scoring well in Task 2%

Vocabulary is crucial as it contributes to lexical resource scoring; using a variety of words appropriately

will enhance your essay quality.
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