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The Texas real estate license exam is a crucial step for anyone looking to
start a career in real estate in the Lone Star State. This examination tests
prospective real estate agents on their knowledge of state laws, real estate
principles, and practices. With the right preparation and understanding of
the requirements, candidates can confidently approach the exam and increase
their chances of passing on the first attempt. This article will provide a
comprehensive overview of the Texas real estate license exam, including the
requirements, preparation strategies, and tips for success.



Requirements for Obtaining a Texas Real Estate
License

Before you can sit for the Texas real estate license exam, you must meet
specific requirements set by the Texas Real Estate Commission (TREC). Here
are the key prerequisites:

1. Age: You must be at least 18 years old.

2. Education: You must have completed 180 hours of qualifying real estate
education. This education must include:

o

Principles of Real Estate I (30 hours)

[¢]

Principles of Real Estate II (30 hours)

[¢]

Real Estate Finance (30 hours)

[¢]

Real Estate Law (30 hours)

[¢]

Real Estate Brokerage (30 hours)

[¢]

Contract Law (30 hours)

3. Background Check: A criminal background check is required. Felony
convictions may impact your eligibility.

4. Application: You must submit an application to TREC and pay the
associated fees.

Once you have met these requirements, you will be eligible to schedule your
exam.

The Exam Structure and Content

The Texas real estate license exam is designed to assess your knowledge and
understanding of real estate principles and Texas laws. Understanding the
structure and content of the exam can help candidates focus their study
efforts.



Exam Format

The exam consists of two parts:
1. National Portion: This part covers general real estate principles,
practices, and laws applicable across the United States.

2. State Portion: This section focuses specifically on Texas real estate
laws and regulations.

Candidates are allotted a total of 240 minutes (4 hours) to complete the
exam, which includes 80 questions—40 from the national portion and 40 from
the state portion. A passing score is 70% or higher.

Key Topics Covered

The exam tests knowledge across a variety of topics, including but not
limited to:

e Real estate principles and practices

e Real estate finance

e Contracts

e Agency relationships

e Ethics and professional conduct

e Texas real estate laws and regulations

e Property management

e Market analysis
Understanding these topics is essential for success on the exam.

Preparation Strategies for the Exam

Preparing for the Texas real estate license exam requires a strategic
approach. Here are some effective strategies to help you study and prepare:



1. Enroll in a Quality Pre-Licensing Course

Choosing a reputable real estate school is crucial. Select a course that
offers:

e Comprehensive coverage of the required 180 hours of education

e Qualified instructors with real-world experience

e Resources such as study guides, practice tests, and online materials

Many schools also offer flexible learning options, including in-person
classes, online courses, and hybrid models.

2. Utilize Study Guides and Practice Exams

Invest in high-quality study materials that are specifically designed for the
Texas real estate license exam. Practice exams are particularly helpful as
they allow you to:

e Familiarize yourself with the exam format and question types

e ITdentify weak areas in your knowledge

e Build confidence by simulating the exam experience

3. Join Study Groups

Consider joining a study group with fellow exam candidates. This
collaborative approach can enhance your understanding of complex topics and
provide various perspectives on the material.

4. Schedule Regular Study Sessions

Establish a consistent study schedule leading up to the exam. Breaking your
study time into manageable chunks can prevent burnout and improve retention.
Aim to cover a specific topic or set of questions during each session.



5. Focus on Key Concepts and Terms

Real estate terminology is crucial for the exam. Create flashcards for key
terms and concepts, and review them regularly. Understanding the language
used in the industry will help you answer questions more effectively.

Taking the Exam

When the day of the exam arrives, it’s essential to be fully prepared both
mentally and physically. Here are some tips for the day of the test:

1. Arrive Early

Plan to arrive at the testing center early to allow yourself time to relax
and get settled. This will help reduce anxiety and give you time to review
any last-minute notes.

2. Bring Required Materials
Ensure you have all necessary materials, including:
e Valid photo identification (such as a driver’s license)

e Confirmation of your exam appointment

e Any required materials specified by the testing center

3. Stay Calm and Focused

During the exam, focus on each question individually. If you encounter a
challenging question, make your best guess and move on. You can always return
to it later if time permits.

4. Time Management

Keep an eye on the clock and pace yourself. Aim to complete the national
portion before moving on to the state portion, allowing time for review.



After the Exam: Next Steps

Once you complete the exam, you will receive your results immediately. If you
pass, the next steps to obtain your Texas real estate license include:

1. Submit your License Application: Complete the application process
through TREC.

2. Pay the License Fee: There are fees associated with obtaining your
license.

3. Choose a Sponsoring Broker: You must be sponsored by a licensed broker
in Texas to practice real estate.

If you do not pass the exam on your first attempt, don’t be discouraged. You
can retake the exam after waiting a specified period, and TREC provides
resources to help you identify areas for improvement.

Conclusion

The Texas real estate license exam is a rigorous but achievable step toward a
rewarding career in real estate. With proper preparation, an understanding of
the exam structure, and a commitment to studying, you can successfully
navigate this process. Embrace the journey, stay focused, and remember that
passing the exam is just the beginning of your professional adventure in the
Texas real estate market.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the eligibility requirements to take the
Texas real estate license exam?

To be eligible for the Texas real estate license exam, you must be at least
18 years old, a legal resident of the U.S., and complete 180 hours of real
estate education from an approved provider.

How much does it cost to take the Texas real estate
license exam?

The fee for the Texas real estate license exam is typically around $60, but
this may vary depending on the testing center.



What subjects are covered on the Texas real estate
license exam?

The exam covers various topics including real estate principles, practices,
law, finance, and Texas-specific regulations.

How long do I have to complete the Texas real estate
license exam?

Candidates are given 150 minutes to complete the exam, which consists of 80
questions.

What is the passing score for the Texas real estate
license exam?

To pass the Texas real estate license exam, you must score at least 70%.

Can I retake the Texas real estate license exam if I
fail?

Yes, you can retake the exam if you do not pass. There is no limit to the
number of times you can take it, but you must pay the exam fee each time.

How do I schedule the Texas real estate license
exam?

You can schedule the Texas real estate license exam through the Pearson VUE
website, which is the official testing provider for the exam.

Are there any study materials recommended for the
Texas real estate license exam?

Yes, many candidates find success using study guides, practice exams, and
online courses specifically designed for the Texas real estate license exam.

How often is the Texas real estate license exam
updated?

The Texas real estate license exam is updated regularly to reflect changes in
laws and regulations, typically on an annual basis.

Is there a time limit to apply for a Texas real
estate license after passing the exam?

Yes, you must apply for your Texas real estate license within one year of
passing the exam; otherwise, you may need to retake the exam.
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