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Tartuffe by Moliere full text is a cornerstone of French literature, showcasing the playwright's keen
insight into human nature and the complexities of societal norms. First performed in 1664, "Tartuffe"
is a comedic play that delves into themes of hypocrisy, religious pretense, and the folly of blind faith.
This article explores the play's historical context, character analysis, major themes, and its enduring
relevance, all while guiding readers to engage with the full text of this classic work.



Historical Context of Tartuffe

Moliere, born Jean-Baptiste Poquelin in 1622, emerged as one of the most significant playwrights of
the 17th century. His works frequently critiqued the social and religious norms of his time, and
"Tartuffe" is no exception. The play was written during a period of intense religious conflict in France,
where the tension between Catholics and Protestants was palpable.

- Censorship and Controversy: Upon its release, "Tartuffe" faced significant backlash from religious
groups. The character of Tartuffe, a conman who masquerades as a pious man, was perceived as an
attack on genuine faith and morality. The play was banned shortly after its debut, leading to a series
of revisions before it was finally allowed to be performed again.

- Royal Patronage: Moliere's relationship with King Louis XIV also played a crucial role in the play's
eventual acceptance. The king appreciated Moliere's wit and talent, which helped secure the play's
place in the French theatrical canon.

Overview of the Plot

"Tartuffe" revolves around Orgon, a wealthy man who becomes enamored with Tartuffe, a fraudulent

scoundrel posing as a devout Christian. Orgon's obsession blinds him to Tartuffe's true nature, leading
to a series of comedic and dramatic events that ultimately culminate in a confrontation between faith
and deception.

Key Characters

Understanding the characters is essential for appreciating the nuances of "Tartuffe." Here’s a brief
overview of the main characters:

1. Tartuffe: The titular character, he represents hypocrisy and deceit, masquerading as a pious man
to manipulate Orgon and others for his own benefit.

2. Orgon: A wealthy homeowner, he is the embodiment of gullibility, showcasing how blind faith can
lead to one's downfall.

3. Elmire: Orgon's intelligent and perceptive wife, she is one of the few characters who sees through
Tartuffe’s ruse and actively works to expose him.

4. Damis: Orgon's hot-headed son, who is frustrated by his father's blind devotion to Tartuffe.

5. Mariane: Orgon's daughter, who is caught between her love for Valére and her father's insistence
on marrying her to Tartuffe.

6. Cléante: Orgon's rational brother-in-law, who serves as the voice of reason throughout the play.

Major Themes in Tartuffe

"Tartuffe" is rich with themes that resonate with audiences even today. Here are some of the most
prominent:



Hypocrisy and Deception

The central theme of "Tartuffe" is the hypocrisy inherent in religious fanaticism. Tartuffe's character
embodies the dangers of allowing oneself to be deceived by outward appearances rather than
seeking the truth. Moliere critiques not only Tartuffe himself but also those who are easily swayed by
his false piety.

Blind Faith vs. Reason

The conflict between blind faith and rational thought is at the heart of the play. Orgon's unwavering
belief in Tartuffe leads him to ignore the warnings of those around him. This theme serves as a
cautionary tale about the importance of questioning authority and seeking truth.

Gender Roles and Power Dynamics

Moliere also explores the dynamics of gender roles and power within the family structure. Elmire, as a
strong female character, challenges her husband's decisions and takes matters into her own hands.
This subversion of traditional gender roles adds depth to the narrative and reflects the changing views
of women in Moliere's time.

Significance of Tartuffe Today

The relevance of "Tartuffe" extends beyond its historical context. Its themes and characters resonate
with contemporary audiences, prompting discussions about morality, integrity, and the nature of
belief.

- Cultural Critique: In an age where misinformation and charlatans can easily exploit public trust,
"Tartuffe" serves as a reminder of the importance of skepticism and critical thinking.

- Theatrical Legacy: The play has been adapted into numerous productions worldwide, showcasing its
timeless appeal. It remains a staple in theater programs and continues to provoke thought and
laughter.

Accessing the Full Text of Tartuffe

For those interested in exploring "Tartuffe" further, the full text is widely available. Here are some
reputable sources to find the complete play:

1. Project Gutenberg: Offers free access to public domain works, including Moliere's plays.

2. Internet Archive: A digital library where you can find various editions of "Tartuffe" available for
borrowing.

3. Library of Congress: Contains digital collections that include works by Moliere, providing historical



context and analyses.

How to Approach Reading Tartuffe

When diving into the text, consider the following tips to enhance your understanding:

- Read with Context: Familiarize yourself with the historical and cultural background of 17th century
France to appreciate the nuances of the play.

- Character Analysis: Take notes on each character's motivations and relationships to better
understand the dynamics at play.

- Reflect on Themes: As you read, think about how the themes of hypocrisy and belief manifest in
today's society.

Conclusion

Tartuffe by Moliere full text is not just a comedic masterpiece; it is a profound commentary on
human nature and society that has endured for centuries. By engaging with this classic work, readers
can explore the timeless themes of deception, faith, and the complex dynamics of family and society.
Whether you are a seasoned literature lover or a newcomer to Moliere's work, "Tartuffe" offers a rich
tapestry of insights that remain relevant in our modern world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Tartuffe' by Moliere?

The main theme of 'Tartuffe' is the conflict between true piety and hypocrisy, as well as the critique of
religious pretenders who manipulate faith for personal gain.

Who are the main characters in 'Tartuffe'?

The main characters include Orgon, the head of the household; Tartuffe, the conman posing as a
pious man; Elmire, Orgon's wife; and Dorine, the maid who sees through Tartuffe's deceit.

What is the significance of the character Tartuffe?

Tartuffe represents the archetype of the hypocritical, false devotee who exploits the trust of others,
serving as a warning against blind faith and gullibility.

How does Moliere use comedy in 'Tartuffe'?

Moliere employs satire and comedic situations to highlight the absurdity of blind faith and gullibility,
making serious social critiques more accessible and engaging.



What role does the character Dorine play in the story?

Dorine, the maid, serves as a voice of reason and wit, often challenging the foolishness of the other
characters and attempting to expose Tartuffe's true nature.

Why was 'Tartuffe' controversial when it was first performed?

The play faced controversy due to its critical portrayal of religious hypocrisy, leading to objections
from religious authorities and prompting debates about the limits of artistic expression.

What is the resolution of 'Tartuffe'?

The resolution occurs when Orgon finally realizes Tartuffe's deception, and with the help of the king,
he is able to reclaim his house and protect his family from Tartuffe's schemes.

How does Moliere use irony in 'Tartuffe'?

Moliere uses irony to highlight the contrast between the characters' perceptions and reality,
particularly in how Orgon blindly trusts Tartuffe while others see through his facade.

What impact did 'Tartuffe' have on French literature and
theater?

‘Tartuffe' is considered a seminal work in French literature, influencing the development of comedy
and satire, and it remains a critical examination of morality and society.
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