Templars And Assassins Real History

Templars and Assassins have fascinated historians, gamers, and enthusiasts alike, often intertwining
myth with reality. The Knights Templar, a medieval Christian military order, and the Assassins, a
group of covert operatives known for their strategic eliminations during the Middle Ages, have
sparked countless theories and stories. This article delves into the real history of these two groups,
exploring their origins, beliefs, and the legacies they left behind.

Origins of the Knights Templar

The Knights Templar, officially known as the Poor
Fellow-Soldiers of Christ and of the Temple of Solomon,
was founded in 1119. This military order emerged
during the Crusades, a series of religious wars initiated
by the Latin Church in the medieval period.

Formation and Purpose



- Founders: The order was established by Hugues de
Payens and eight other knights. They aimed to protect
pilgrims traveling to the Holy Land, particularly to
Jerusalem, which had been captured during the First
Crusade.

- Papal Endorsement: In 1129, the Templars received
official endorsement from the Pope, solidifying their
status and granting them privileges such as the ability
to operate independently from local authorities.

Structure and Life of the Templars

The Knights Templar developed a unique structure and
way of life:

1. Hierarchy: The Templar order was organized with a
Grand Master at the top, followed by knights,
sergeants, and chaplains.

2. Vows: Members took vows of poverty, chastity, and
obedience, distinguishing them from other knights.

3. Military Role: Templars became known for their
combat skills and disciplined military formations,
playing crucial roles in various battles during the
Crusades.

Wealth and Influence



- Financial Power: The Templars established a vast
network of financial operations, including banking,
which allowed them to amass considerable wealth.

- Land Ownership: They owned vast tracts of land
across Europe and the Holy Land, leading to significant
political influence.

The Fall of the Knights Templar

Despite their power and influence, the Knights Templar
faced decline in the early 14th century.

Decline in the Holy Land

- Loss of Territory: As Muslim forces regained territory,
the Templars lost their primary purpose—defending the
Holy Land.

- Shift in Power: The political landscape shifted, and
the focus of the Crusades waned, diminishing the need
for Templar forces.

Arrest and Suppression

- King Philip IV of France: In 1307, King Philip 1V,



heavily indebted to the Templars, orchestrated their
arrest. He accused them of heresy, blasphemy, and
various other crimes.

- Trial and Dissolution: Many Templars were tortured
to extract confessions, leading to the order’s
dissolution by Pope Clement V in 1312.

The Assassins: A Shadowy Presence

The Assassins, or the Nizari Ismailis, were an Islamic
sect that emerged during the 11th century. Often
romanticized as shadowy figures with mysterious
motives, they played a significant role in the political
landscape of the time.

Origins and Beliefs

- Founding: The sect was founded by Hassan-i Sabbah
in 1090. He established a fortified stronghold at
Alamut Castle in Persia, which became the center of
the Nizari Ismaili state.

- Beliefs: The Assassins adhered to a unique
interpretation of Islam, emphasizing the importance of
direct experience and personal connection with the
divine.



Methods and Operations

The Assassins were infamous for their targeted killings
of political figures, which they viewed as a means to
achieve their goals.

1. Tactics:

- Stealth: They employed stealth and disguise to carry
out their missions.

- Symbolism: The use of daggers became a symbol of
their covert operations.

2. Purpose of Assassinations:

- Political Influence: By eliminating key figures, they
aimed to destabilize rival powers and influence political
outcomes.

- Religious Justification: Their actions were often
framed as justifiable within the context of their beliefs.

The Relationship Between Templars and Assassins

While the Knights Templar and the Assassins existed in
overlapping periods, their direct interactions are often
exaggerated in popular culture. However, there were
certainly points of conflict and competition.



Conflicts and Interactions

- Geopolitical Tensions: The Templars and Assassins
operated in the same regions, often at odds due to their
differing religious and political goals.

- Encounters: Historical accounts suggest there were
skirmishes between the two groups, but these were not
as widespread or significant as often portrayed in
fiction.

Myths and Misconceptions

The portrayal of both groups has been heavily
influenced by literature and modern media, leading to
several myths:

- Templar Mysticism: The Templars are often depicted
as guardians of sacred relics and secrets, a notion
amplified by fiction such as Dan Brown's "The Da Vinci
Code."

- Assassins as Supernatural Agents: The Assassins are
frequently romanticized as mystical figures with
extraordinary abilities, a portrayal that diverges from
their historical reality.

Legacy and Influence



Both the Templars and Assassins have left lasting
legacies that continue to influence culture and society
today.

Modern Interpretations

- Cultural Representations: The Templars and Assassins
have been featured in various forms of media, including
books, films, and video games. The "Assassin’s Creed"
series, in particular, has popularized their legends.

- Historical Associations: Modern organizations
sometimes claim lineage or philosophy from these
groups, leading to a blend of fact and fiction in
contemporary interpretations.

Lessons from History

The histories of the Templars and Assassins remind us
of the complexity of power, faith, and politics:

- The Nature of Power: Both groups illustrate how
power can be gained and lost through various
means—military strength, financial savvy, or political
maneuvering.

- Ethics of Conflict: Their stories prompt reflections on
the ethics of violence and the justification of actions



taken in the name of ideological beliefs.

In conclusion, the Templars and Assassins represent
two fascinating sides of a complex historical narrative.
While their real histories are often overshadowed by
myth and legend, understanding their origins, beliefs,
and legacies provides valuable insights into the
medieval world and the enduring impact of these
groups on modern culture.

Frequently Asked Questions

Were the Knights Templar and Assassins contemporaries?

Yes, the Knights Templar and the Hashshashin
(Assassins) were contemporaries during the late 11th
to late 13th centuries, particularly during the
Crusades, when both groups were active in the Middle
East.

What were the main objectives of the Knights Templar?

The Knights Templar were a medieval Christian
military order founded to protect pilgrims traveling to
the Holy Land and to defend the Christian territories
established during the Crusades.

How did the Assassins operate during their height?

The Assassins operated through a network of secretive
and highly trained agents who carried out targeted
assassinations of political and military leaders, often



using stealth and deception.

Is there any historical evidence linking the Templars to the
Assassins?

While there is no direct evidence of formal ties between
the Templars and Assassins, both groups shared the
same geographical region and occasionally interacted,
leading to various legends and myths surrounding their
relationship.

What ultimately led to the downfall of the Knights Templar?

The downfall of the Knights Templar was largely due to
political intrigue, especially the actions of King Philip
IV of France, who sought to eliminate them in 1307 to
seize their wealth and power, culminating in their
dissolution by Pope Clement V in 1312.

How have modern interpretations of Templars and Assassins
influenced popular culture?

Modern interpretations of the Templars and Assassins,
particularly through video games like 'Assassin's
Creed,' have popularized and fictionalized their
histories, often blending fact with fantasy, which has
led to a resurgence in public interest and speculation
about their true roles in history.
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