
Tales From The Crypt Presents Bordello Of
Blood

Tales from the Crypt Presents Bordello of Blood is a unique blend of horror and comedy that has
captivated audiences since its release in the mid-90s. As the second installment in the “Tales from
the Crypt” film series, this movie stands out not only for its engaging storyline but also for its
memorable characters and striking visuals. In this article, we’ll dive deep into the film’s background,
plot, characters, and enduring legacy.

Background of Bordello of Blood

Released in 1996, “Bordello of Blood” is directed by Gilbert Adler and features a screenplay by A.L.
Katz. It is based on the popular HBO series “Tales from the Crypt,” which itself is inspired by the
classic EC Comics from the 1950s. The film was produced by Universal Pictures and is notable for its
unique take on the horror genre, combining elements of comedy and eroticism.

The Production Journey

The production of “Bordello of Blood” came about after the success of the first film in the series,
“Demon Knight.” While “Demon Knight” had a darker tone, “Bordello of Blood” leaned into comedic
elements, showcasing the diverse range of storytelling found within the “Tales from the Crypt”
franchise.

Key aspects of the production include:

- Casting Choices: The film stars Dennis Miller, who plays the lead role of Rafe Guttman, and Chris
Sarandon as the villain, Caleb. The casting choices helped to bring a mix of humor and horror to the



film.
- Special Effects: The film is known for its practical effects and makeup, which were handled by the
renowned KNB EFX Group. Their work contributed to the film’s graphic depictions of horror, making it
a visual treat for fans of the genre.

Plot Summary

The storyline of “Bordello of Blood” revolves around a private detective named Rafe Guttman, who is
hired to investigate the mysterious disappearance of a young woman. His investigation leads him to a
secretive bordello run by the seductive and sinister Madame Lilith, played by Angie Everhart. As Rafe
delves deeper into the dark underbelly of the bordello, he uncovers a world filled with vampires,
deceit, and danger.

Main Plot Points

1. The Disappearance: The film begins with the disappearance of a woman named Katherine, which
propels Rafe into action.
2. The Bordello: Rafe discovers that the bordello is not just a house of pleasure but a front for a
vampire coven led by Madame Lilith.
3. Confrontation: As Rafe uncovers the truth, he must confront the vampires and save Katherine,
leading to an epic showdown.
4. Resolution: The film concludes with a blend of horror and humor, staying true to the “Tales from
the Crypt” style.

Characters and Performances

The film features a memorable cast of characters, each contributing to the unique tone of “Bordello of
Blood.”

Main Characters

- Rafe Guttman (Dennis Miller): A wisecracking private detective, Rafe brings humor to the film while
navigating the deadly world of vampires.
- Madame Lilith (Angie Everhart): The alluring yet deadly leader of the bordello, Madame Lilith
embodies the seductive power of the vampires.
- Caleb (Chris Sarandon): The main antagonist, Caleb is a vampire who poses a significant threat to
Rafe and his mission.
- Katherine (Erika Eleniak): The missing woman whose rescue drives Rafe’s investigation.



Supporting Characters

- The Bordello Girls: A group of seductive vampires who work for Madame Lilith, adding an element of
allure and danger to the film.
- Rafe’s Sidekick (Jonathon Schaech): Provides comic relief and assists Rafe in his quest.

Thematic Elements

“Tales from the Crypt Presents Bordello of Blood” explores various themes that resonate with
audiences, making it more than just a standard horror film.

Key Themes

- Good vs. Evil: The classic battle between the protagonist and the forces of darkness is a central
theme, with Rafe representing the good fighting against the seductive evil of the vampires.
- Seduction and Power: The film delves into the seductive nature of power, as showcased by Madame
Lilith and her control over her vampire minions and the men who visit the bordello.
- Morality and Consequences: Like many stories in the “Tales from the Crypt” series, this film presents
a moral lesson, often with a twist ending that emphasizes the consequences of one’s actions.

Reception and Legacy

Upon its release, “Bordello of Blood” received mixed reviews from critics, but it has since gained a
cult following. Fans appreciate its unique blend of horror and comedy, along with its campy style and
memorable performances.

Critical Reception

While some critics were quick to dismiss the film as lacking depth, others praised its humor and
practical effects. The film’s campy nature and over-the-top performances have made it a favorite
among fans of the horror genre.

Cult Following

Over the years, “Bordello of Blood” has developed a dedicated fan base, with many viewers
celebrating its quirky charm and unique approach to horror. The film is often screened at horror
festivals and events, further solidifying its place in pop culture.



Conclusion

In conclusion, Tales from the Crypt Presents Bordello of Blood remains a significant entry in the
horror-comedy genre. With its engaging plot, memorable characters, and thematic depth, it captures
the essence of the “Tales from the Crypt” series while standing out as a unique film in its own right.
Whether you’re a longtime fan or a newcomer, “Bordello of Blood” offers a thrilling ride filled with
humor, horror, and unforgettable moments that are sure to entertain.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Tales from the Crypt Presents: Bordello of Blood'
about?
The film follows a private investigator, Rafe Guttman, who is hired to find a missing woman and
uncovers a vampire-infested brothel run by a seductive vampire named Katherine.

Who directed 'Bordello of Blood'?
'Bordello of Blood' was directed by Gilbert Adler, who was also a producer on the film.

What role does Dennis Miller play in 'Bordello of Blood'?
Dennis Miller plays the role of Rafe Guttman, the wisecracking private investigator who delves into
the dark world of the vampire brothel.

Is 'Bordello of Blood' connected to the original 'Tales from the
Crypt' series?
Yes, 'Bordello of Blood' is part of the 'Tales from the Crypt' franchise, serving as the second film based
on the series, following 'Demon Knight' released in 1995.

What themes are explored in 'Bordello of Blood'?
The film explores themes of temptation, morality, and the battle between good and evil, all wrapped
in a mix of horror and dark comedy.

How was 'Bordello of Blood' received by critics and audiences?
'Bordello of Blood' received mixed reviews, with some praising its humor and special effects, while
others criticized its plot and character development.
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