Taylor Port Wine History

Taylor Port wine history is a fascinating journey through time, culture, and
craftsmanship. This illustrious fortified wine, originating from the Douro
Valley in Portugal, has carved out a niche for itself in the hearts of wine
enthusiasts around the globe. Understanding the history of Taylor Port
involves delving into the rich traditions of Port wine itself, the founding
of the Taylor Fladgate company, and the evolution of winemaking techniques
that have defined this exquisite beverage.

Origins of Port Wine

The history of Port wine dates back to the 17th century when the British
began trading with Portugal. The demand for wine from the Douro Valley
surged, particularly after the Methuen Treaty of 1703, which established
preferential trading terms between England and Portugal. As the popularity of
Portuguese wines grew, so did the need for a method to preserve the wine
during long sea voyages.

The Development of Fortification

To ensure the wine's longevity, winemakers started fortifying it with grape
spirits. This process not only increased the alcohol content but also helped
to stabilize the wine, making it suitable for export. The result was a
sweeter, richer wine that became known as Port, named after the city of
Porto, where the wines were shipped.

The Founding of Taylor Fladgate

In 1692, two English merchants, Taylor and Fladgate, established the Taylor



Fladgate company in Porto. This company would go on to become one of the most
prestigious producers of Port wine in the world. The partnership was
characterized by a commitment to quality and innovation, setting the standard
for Port wine production.

The Early Years

The early 18th century was a period of growth for Taylor Fladgate. The
company focused on sourcing high-quality grapes from the Douro Valley, which
is characterized by steep terraced vineyards and a unique microclimate. The
combination of these factors contributed to the distinct flavor profiles of
their wines.

In 1815, the company was registered as "Taylor, Fladgate & Yeatman," and it
began to gain a reputation for producing exceptional vintage Ports. The 19th
century saw the expansion of the company's operations, including the
construction of the famous lodge in Vila Nova de Gaia, where the wines were
aged and stored.

Innovations in Winemaking

Taylor Fladgate has always been at the forefront of innovation in Port wine
production. In the 19th century, they were among the first to implement the
concept of vintage Port, which is made from grapes harvested in a single
exceptional year. This practice allowed the company to showcase the unique
characteristics of specific harvests, leading to a greater appreciation of
the terroir.

Moreover, Taylor Fladgate pioneered the use of wooden casks for aging Port,
which helped to develop the wine's complex flavors. The company also embraced
advancements in technology, such as the introduction of temperature-
controlled fermentation, which improved the consistency and quality of their
wines.

The 20th Century and Beyond

The 20th century brought both challenges and opportunities for Taylor Port
wine. The devastating effects of phylloxera in the late 19th century had
already impacted the vineyards of the Douro Valley, but the company adapted
by replanting with phylloxera-resistant rootstocks.

World Wars and Economic Challenges



The two World Wars brought further challenges, with disruptions to production
and export. However, Taylor Fladgate continued to thrive by focusing on
quality and maintaining strong relationships with their customers. The post-
war period saw a resurgence in the popularity of Port wine, particularly in
the United Kingdom and the United States.

Modern Era and Global Recognition

In recent decades, Taylor Fladgate has gained international recognition for
its commitment to producing high-quality Port wines. The company has received
numerous awards and accolades, cementing its status as one of the premier
Port wine producers. Today, Taylor Port is synonymous with excellence and
tradition, and its wines are enjoyed by connoisseurs and casual drinkers
alike.

Types of Taylor Port Wine

Taylor Fladgate offers a diverse range of Port wines, each with its unique
characteristics and flavor profiles. The following are some of the most
popular types:

=

. Taylor Vintage Port: Made only in exceptional years, this rich and
complex wine is known for its aging potential and depth of flavor.

2. Taylor Late Bottled Vintage (LBV): Aged for four to six years before
bottling, LBV is a more accessible style that retains the
characteristics of vintage Port.

3. Taylor Tawny Port: Aged in wooden casks, tawny Ports develop nutty and
caramel flavors, making them a popular choice for dessert pairings.

4. Taylor White Port: A less common variant, white Port is made from white
grape varieties and offers a refreshing and fruity alternative.

Food Pairings and Serving Suggestions

Taylor Port wine is incredibly versatile and can be paired with a variety of
foods. Here are some suggestions for enhancing your Port wine experience:

e Cheese: Pairing Port with blue cheese, aged cheddar, or creamy brie can
create a delightful contrast of flavors.



e Desserts: Chocolate desserts, fruit tarts, and creme brilée complement
the sweetness of Port wine beautifully.

e Charcuterie: Cured meats and patés can provide a savory balance to the
rich flavors of Port.

e Spicy Dishes: The sweetness of Port can help to temper the heat of spicy
cuisines, making it a great choice for pairing.

Conclusion

The history of Taylor Port wine is a testament to the enduring legacy of
craftsmanship, innovation, and tradition in the world of winemaking. From its
humble beginnings in the Douro Valley to its status as a global icon, Taylor
Fladgate has remained committed to producing exceptional Port wines that
delight the palate and warm the spirit. As you savor a glass of Taylor Port,
you are not just enjoying a fine wine; you are partaking in a rich history
that spans over three centuries. Whether you are a seasoned connoisseur or a
curious newcomer, the world of Taylor Port offers a unique and rewarding
experience that is sure to leave a lasting impression.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of Taylor Port wine?

Taylor Port wine originates from the Douro Valley in Portugal, a region
renowned for its production of fortified wines.

When was Taylor's founded?

Taylor's was founded in 1692, making it one of the oldest Port wine houses in
existence.

Who were the founders of Taylor's?

Taylor's was established by brothers Job and John Taylor, who were originally
from England.

What distinguishes Taylor Port from other Port
wines?

Taylor Port is known for its high-quality production methods, focusing on
traditional winemaking techniques and only using grapes from their own
vineyards.



What types of Port wine does Taylor's produce?

Taylor's produces a range of Port wines including Ruby, Tawny, and Vintage
Ports, with a strong emphasis on Vintage Ports.

How has Taylor Port wine evolved over the centuries?

Taylor Port has maintained its reputation by adapting to market changes while
preserving traditional production methods, and they were among the first to
establish the concept of Vintage Port.

What is the significance of the 'Vintage' label for
Taylor Port?

The 'Vintage' label indicates that the wine is made from grapes harvested in
a single exceptional year, and Taylor's Vintage Ports are highly regarded and
sought after by collectors.

How does Taylor's contribute to the region's wine
heritage?

Taylor's plays a crucial role in preserving the heritage of Port wine through
sustainable practices and by promoting the Douro Valley's unique terroir.

What awards has Taylor Port wine received?

Taylor Port wines have received numerous prestigious awards, including high
ratings from wine critics and gold medals at international wine competitions.
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