Teaching A Wrinkle In Time

Teaching a Wrinkle in Time can be an enriching experience for both educators and students. The
novel, written by Madeleine L'Engle, is a timeless classic that intricately weaves themes of love,
individuality, and the battle between good and evil. As an educator, introducing this book to students
can open up discussions that not only delve into the narrative but also explore broader philosophical
and scientific concepts. This article will provide strategies and insights for effectively teaching "A
Wrinkle in Time," including its themes, activities, and discussion points.

Understanding the Plot and Themes

Before diving into teaching strategies, it's important to understand the plot and the major themes of
the book. "A Wrinkle in Time" follows the journey of Meg Murry, her brother Charles Wallace, and
their friend Calvin O'Keefe as they travel through space and time to rescue Meg’s father from an evil
force known as IT.

Key Themes to Explore

1. The Power of Love: One of the central themes of the book is the idea that love is the most potent
force in the universe. This can lead to discussions about how love motivates characters and
influences their decisions.

2. Individuality vs. Conformity: The characters face pressure to conform to societal expectations,
particularly in the face of the evil IT, which seeks to control minds. This theme can provoke
discussions about peer pressure and the importance of being true to oneself.

3. Science and Religion: L'Engle intertwines scientific concepts with spiritual questions, making it an
excellent entry point for discussing the relationship between science and faith.

4. Courage and Resilience: The characters must summon great courage to face their fears and
challenges. Discussing this theme can inspire students to think about their own challenges and how



they can overcome them.

Preparing for the Lesson

Engaging students with "A Wrinkle in Time" begins long before the first page is turned. Proper
preparation can make a significant difference in how effectively the book is taught.

Creating a Context

- Introduce the Author: Begin by discussing Madeleine L'Engle’s background, her life experiences,
and her other works. Understanding her perspective can enrich students’ appreciation of the book.
- Discuss the Historical Context: Explain the time period in which the book was written (1962) and
how the cultural and scientific landscape influenced L'Engle’s writing.

Setting the Reading Pace

- Chunking the Text: Divide the book into manageable sections, allowing time for reflection and
discussion.

- Daily Reading Assignments: Assign specific chapters for daily reading, ensuring students have
ample time to absorb the material.

Engaging Students with Activities

Activities can enhance comprehension and engagement with the text. Here are several ideas:

Creative Assignments

- Character Journals: Have students keep a journal from the perspective of a character. This helps
deepen their understanding of character motivations and growth.

- Artistic Expression: Encourage students to create visual representations of key scenes, characters,
or themes. This can be done through drawing, painting, or digital media.

Group Discussions and Debates

- Thematic Discussions: Organize group discussions focusing on one of the key themes. Use open-
ended questions to stimulate critical thinking. For example, "How does L'Engle portray the concept
of evil in the story?"

- Debates on Moral Dilemmas: Present students with ethical dilemmas faced by the characters, and
let them debate the best course of action. This activity encourages critical thinking and empathy.



Utilizing Technology

Incorporating technology can make the learning experience more interactive and relevant to today’s
students.

Digital Resources

- Online Forums: Create a class forum where students can discuss their thoughts and questions
about the text outside of classroom time. Platforms like Google Classroom or Edmodo can facilitate
this.

- Multimedia Presentations: Encourage students to create presentations that incorporate videos,
images, and music to illustrate their understanding of the book's themes and characters.

Virtual Field Trips

- Explore Related Science Concepts: Take virtual field trips to science museums or planetariums to
explore the scientific elements present in the book, such as space travel and time.

Assessment Strategies

Evaluating students' understanding of "A Wrinkle in Time" can be accomplished through various
assessment methods:

Formative Assessments

- Reading Quizzes: Short quizzes after each section can help gauge comprehension and keep
students accountable.

- Exit Tickets: Ask students to write a brief reflection on what they learned at the end of each class.
This can provide insight into their understanding and engagement.

Summative Assessments

- Essays: Assign essays that allow students to explore themes, character development, or the
author’s purpose. Provide clear rubrics to guide their writing.

- Creative Projects: Have students develop a creative project that summarizes the book or explores
its themes in a unique way, such as a video, skit, or art piece.

Conclusion

Teaching a Wrinkle in Time offers a unique opportunity to engage students with rich themes and
complex characters while exploring profound questions about existence, love, and morality. By
utilizing a variety of teaching strategies, activities, and assessments, educators can create a dynamic



and interactive learning environment that encourages critical thinking and personal reflection. This
not only enhances students' understanding of the novel but also fosters a love for literature and
learning that can last a lifetime.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'A Wrinkle in Time'?

The main themes include the struggle between good and evil, the importance of love and family, the
power of individuality, and the concept of time and space.

How can I incorporate multimedia resources while teaching ‘A
Wrinkle in Time'?

You can use film adaptations, audio readings, and interactive websites to enhance understanding.
Consider showing clips from the movie to spark discussions on differences between the book and
film.

What strategies can be used to engage students with the
complex scientific concepts in the book?

Use hands-on activities, like simple science experiments, to illustrate concepts such as light and
time. Discuss real-world applications of these concepts to make them more relatable.

How can 'A Wrinkle in Time' be connected to current events or
issues?

Discuss themes of tolerance, acceptance, and the fight against darkness in society, relating them to
current social justice movements and the importance of standing up for what is right.

What are some effective discussion questions for 'A Wrinkle in
Time'?

Consider questions like: How do the characters evolve throughout the story? What role does Mrs.
Whatsit play in the journey? How does the concept of tesseract challenge our understanding of
space?

How can I assess students' understanding of the book?

Use a combination of quizzes, creative projects, and reflective essays. Encourage students to express
their interpretations and connections to the text through various formats.

What age group is appropriate for teaching 'A Wrinkle in
Time'?

The book is typically suitable for middle school students, around ages 10-14, but can also be
introduced to advanced younger readers or high school students for deeper analysis.



What character analysis activities can I implement?

Have students create character maps that outline motivations, relationships, and growth. They could
also write diary entries from the perspective of different characters.

How can I encourage creative responses to 'A Wrinkle in
Time'?

Encourage students to write alternative endings, create visual art inspired by the themes, or
compose a soundtrack that they feel represents the journey of the characters.
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