
Subject Verb Agreement Paragraph Exercises

Subject verb agreement paragraph exercises are crucial tools for learners of the English
language, particularly for those who wish to improve their writing and communication skills.
Understanding subject-verb agreement is essential for constructing grammatically correct sentences.
This article will delve into what subject-verb agreement is, present various exercises that can
enhance understanding, and discuss the importance of these exercises in mastering English
grammar.



Understanding Subject-Verb Agreement

Subject-verb agreement refers to the grammatical rule that the verb must agree in number with its
subject. In simpler terms, a singular subject requires a singular verb, while a plural subject requires a
plural verb. This rule applies to both simple sentences and more complex structures.

Basic Rules of Subject-Verb Agreement

1. Singular and Plural Subjects:
- A singular subject takes a singular verb (e.g., The dog runs fast).
- A plural subject takes a plural verb (e.g., The dogs run fast).

2. Compound Subjects:
- When subjects are joined by 'and', they usually take a plural verb (e.g., The cat and the dog are
playing).
- If the subjects are joined by 'or' or 'nor', the verb should agree with the nearest subject (e.g., Either
the cat or the dogs are playing).

3. Indefinite Pronouns:
- Some indefinite pronouns are always singular (e.g., anyone, everyone, someone) and take singular
verbs (e.g., Everyone loves ice cream).
- Others are always plural (e.g., few, many, several) and take plural verbs (e.g., Many are called to
work).

4. Collective Nouns:
- Collective nouns can take either a singular or plural verb depending on whether the group acts as a
single unit or as individuals (e.g., The team wins the game vs. The team are arguing among
themselves).

5. Titles and Names:
- Titles of books, movies, or organizations take singular verbs (e.g., "The Adventures of Tom Sawyer is
a classic novel").

Importance of Subject-Verb Agreement Exercises

Engaging in subject-verb agreement exercises is vital for several reasons:

- Enhances Writing Skills: Improving subject-verb agreement skills leads to clearer and more effective
writing. Correct grammar enhances the reader's understanding and engagement.

- Boosts Confidence: Mastery of grammar rules boosts learners' confidence in their writing and
speaking abilities. This confidence can encourage more active participation in discussions and
presentations.

- Prepares for Academic Assessments: Many standardized tests and academic assessments
incorporate grammar questions. Practicing subject-verb agreement can help learners perform better



in these situations.

- Prevents Miscommunication: Incorrect subject-verb agreement may lead to misunderstandings.
Proper agreement ensures that the intended message is conveyed accurately.

Paragraph Exercises for Subject-Verb Agreement

Practicing paragraph exercises can significantly improve one's grasp of subject-verb agreement. Here
are several exercises that can be beneficial:

Exercise 1: Fill in the Blanks

Read the following paragraph and fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verb in parentheses:

"Every morning, the cats (to wake) up early. They (to stretch) their paws and (to prepare) for a day
filled with adventures. Each of the cats (to have) its own favorite spot in the house. The playful one
(to chase) after the sunbeams, while the older cat (to prefer) to nap quietly on the couch."

Exercise 2: Rewrite the Paragraph

Rewrite the following paragraph correcting the subject-verb agreement errors:

"The team of players are practicing for the upcoming match. Each of the players have their own
strengths. The coach gives them advice and helps them improve their skills. The players know they
wants to win the championship."

Exercise 3: Choosing the Correct Verb Form

Choose the correct verb form for the sentences below:

1. The flock of birds (is/are) flying south for the winter.
2. Neither the teacher nor the students (was/were) aware of the changes.
3. A number of issues (has/have) been raised during the discussion.
4. Each of the cookies (was/were) decorated with icing.
5. The committee (decides/decide) on the new policy next week.

Exercise 4: Create Your Own Paragraph

Write a short paragraph about your favorite hobby, ensuring that you use correct subject-verb
agreement throughout. Pay attention to singular and plural subjects, and make sure that your verbs
align with the subjects you choose.



Tips for Improving Subject-Verb Agreement Skills

To further enhance your understanding and application of subject-verb agreement, consider the
following tips:

- Practice Regularly: Frequent practice is key. The more you engage with exercises, the more intuitive
the rules will become.

- Read Aloud: Reading sentences or paragraphs aloud can help you catch agreement errors. If
something sounds off, it may indicate a subject-verb mismatch.

- Study Common Errors: Being aware of common mistakes can help you avoid them. For instance,
many learners struggle with collective nouns or compound subjects.

- Use Grammar Resources: Utilize grammar reference books, online exercises, and educational
websites that focus on subject-verb agreement.

- Peer Review: Sharing your writing with peers for feedback can provide new insights into your use of
subject-verb agreement.

Conclusion

Subject-verb agreement is a fundamental aspect of English grammar that underpins clear and
effective communication. Through targeted exercises, such as fill-in-the-blanks, rewriting paragraphs,
and creating original content, learners can significantly improve their understanding and application
of this essential rule. Mastering subject-verb agreement not only enhances writing and speaking skills
but also builds confidence and prepares individuals for academic success. By incorporating regular
practice and utilizing available resources, anyone can achieve proficiency in this critical area of the
English language.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is subject-verb agreement?
Subject-verb agreement is the grammatical rule that the subject of a sentence must match the verb
in number and person.

Why is subject-verb agreement important in writing?
Subject-verb agreement is important because it ensures clarity and coherence in writing, allowing
readers to easily understand the intended meaning.

What are some common mistakes in subject-verb agreement?
Common mistakes include using a singular verb with a plural subject or vice versa, especially in
sentences with collective nouns or phrases that interrupt the subject.



How can I practice subject-verb agreement effectively?
You can practice by completing exercises that focus on identifying subjects and their corresponding
verbs in various sentences, as well as rewriting sentences to correct agreement errors.

What are some effective exercises for improving subject-verb
agreement?
Effective exercises include fill-in-the-blank sentences, error correction tasks, and rewriting paragraphs
to ensure all verbs agree with their subjects.

Can you provide an example of a subject-verb agreement
error?
An example would be: 'The group of students are going to the library.' The correct form is 'The group
of students is going to the library.'

How do collective nouns affect subject-verb agreement?
Collective nouns can be tricky; they are usually treated as singular when referring to the group as a
single entity but can be plural when emphasizing the individuals within the group.

What resources are available for subject-verb agreement
exercises?
Resources include grammar workbooks, online quizzes, educational websites, and practice apps
specifically focusing on subject-verb agreement.

How do you teach subject-verb agreement to students?
Teaching can involve explaining the rules, providing examples, engaging students in interactive
exercises, and giving feedback on their writing.

Is subject-verb agreement the same in all languages?
No, subject-verb agreement rules vary by language; some languages have more complex agreement
structures than English.
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