Strange Stories From History

Strange stories from history often captivate our imagination and challenge our understanding of the
past. These tales can range from bizarre occurrences to peculiar figures that shaped the world in
unexpected ways. Throughout history, countless strange stories have emerged, revealing the
oddities of human nature, cultural beliefs, and the unpredictable course of events. This article delves
into some of the most peculiar and fascinating accounts that history has to offer, from ancient
civilizations to more recent times.



1. The Dancing Plague of 1518

One of the most notorious strange stories from history is the Dancing Plague of 1518 that struck the
city of Strasbourg, then part of the Holy Roman Empire. In July of that year, residents witnessed a
woman named Frau Troffea begin to dance uncontrollably in the streets. Her dancing was not an
isolated incident; soon, dozens of others joined her, and the phenomenon spiraled out of control.

How It Began

- Frau Troffea: It all started with one woman who began to dance fervently, and within days, around
400 people were dancing in the streets.

- Lack of Control: Many of these dancers reportedly lost their ability to stop, leading to exhaustion,
injury, and even death.

Theories Behind the Plague

The cause of this strange phenomenon remains a topic of speculation. Some theories include:

1. Mass Hysteria: Psychologists suggest that the dancers may have experienced a form of mass
hysteria, driven by stress and the harsh realities of life during that time.

2. Ergot Poisoning: Another theory posits that the dancers ingested bread made from rye infected
with ergot, a hallucinogenic mold that can cause convulsions and hallucinations.

3. Religious Fervor: Some historians argue that the dancing might have been a manifestation of
religious zeal or a form of communal penance.

Regardless of the cause, the Dancing Plague remains one of history's most bewildering events.

2. The Great Emu War

In 1932, Australia found itself embroiled in a bizarre conflict known as the Great Emu War.
Following World War I, many veterans were given land to farm in Western Australia. However, these
farmers faced an unexpected challenge: an invasion of emus.

The Invasion of Emus

- Rapid Proliferation: Emus, large flightless birds native to Australia, began to flock to the farmland
in droves, causing significant damage to crops.

- Farmers' Struggles: The farmers desperately sought help from the government to deal with the
emu invasion, which was destroying their livelihoods.



The Military Response

In response to the crisis, the Australian government deployed soldiers armed with machine guns to
eliminate the emu population. The following points summarize the surreal military engagement:

1. Initial Attempts: The soldiers encountered a surprising amount of difficulty. Emus were
surprisingly agile and quick, often scattering before the soldiers could get a clear shot.

2. Emu Tactics: The birds would regroup and attack in flocks, leading to a series of failed attempts
by the military.

3. Retreat: After multiple engagements, the soldiers retreated, having killed only a small fraction of
the emu population while the birds continued to thrive.

Ultimately, the Great Emu War turned into an embarrassing episode for the Australian military,
highlighting the absurdity of the situation.

3. The Disappearance of the Sodder Children

On Christmas Eve in 1945, the Sodder family’s home in Fayetteville, West Virginia, was engulfed in
flames. Five of the ten Sodder children were trapped inside, leading to a frantic rescue attempt by
the family. However, the children were never seen again, sparking strange stories and wild
speculation.

Unusual Circumstances

- Fire and Rescue: The fire consumed the house quickly, and the father, George Sodder, attempted
to save his children but was unable to reach the second floor.

- No Remains Found: Despite the destructive fire, no remains of the children were ever discovered.
This led to suspicions and theories about their fate.

Theories and Speculations

Several theories emerged regarding the disappearance of the Sodder children:

1. Kidnapping: Some believed that the children were abducted, possibly as part of a larger
conspiracy.

2. Organized Crime: George Sodder had previously clashed with local authorities and alleged
mobsters, leading to speculation that they might have been involved in the children's disappearance.
3. Faked Deaths: Others thought that the children might have faked their deaths to escape a life they
didn't want.

The case remains unresolved, and the Sodder family continued to search for answers, even putting
up a billboard with the children's pictures for decades.



4. The Mysterious Death of Edgar Allan Poe

Edgar Allan Poe, the iconic American writer known for his macabre tales, died under mysterious
circumstances on October 7, 1849. His final days have spawned numerous theories and strange
stories that continue to intrigue scholars and enthusiasts alike.

Poe’s Final Days

- Disappearance: Poe was last seen in Baltimore, Maryland, where he was found wandering the
streets in a disheveled state. He was reportedly delirious and unable to explain what had happened
to him.

- Hospitalization: He was taken to a hospital, where he died four days later. His final words were
allegedly "Lord, help my poor soul."

The Theories Surrounding His Death

Several theories attempt to explain Poe's untimely demise:

1. Alcohol Poisoning: Some suggest that Poe's death was a result of acute alcohol poisoning, given
his struggles with alcoholism.

2. Rabies: Another theory posits that he may have suffered from rabies, as some symptoms align
with the disease.

3. Murder or Foul Play: There are also theories that suggest Poe may have been the victim of foul
play, possibly related to a mysterious group that was known to target individuals in Baltimore.

The true cause of Edgar Allan Poe’s death remains a haunting mystery to this day.

5. The Phantom Time Hypothesis

One of the more peculiar theories in history is the Phantom Time Hypothesis, which posits that a
significant portion of the early Middle Ages (approximately AD 614-911) was fabricated or
misrepresented. According to this theory, historical events and figures may not have existed as we
believe.

Origins of the Hypothesis

- Invented History: The theory was proposed by German historian Heribert Illig in the 1990s,
suggesting that the entire period was invented to legitimize the rule of the Holy Roman Empire.

- Calendar Adjustments: Illig argued that the Gregorian calendar was manipulated to create a false
sense of time, leading to the belief that certain historical figures lived when they did.



Implications of the Theory

If the Phantom Time Hypothesis were true, it would mean:

1. Historical Figures: Many figures we consider pivotal in history, such as Charlemagne, may not
have existed in the timeline we accept.

2. Cultural Impact: The implications would drastically reshape our understanding of the Middle Ages
and its cultural developments.

While the theory is widely regarded as pseudohistory, it raises fascinating questions about our
understanding of time and history.

Conclusion

Strange stories from history remind us that the past is often stranger than fiction. From bizarre
events like the Dancing Plague and the Great Emu War to the unresolved mysteries surrounding the
Sodder children and Edgar Allan Poe, history is filled with accounts that challenge our perceptions
and provoke our curiosity. As we continue to explore the depths of our past, we uncover not only the
remarkable achievements of humanity but also its peculiarities, highlighting the intricate tapestry
that shapes our understanding of the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the Dancing Plague of 1518?

The Dancing Plague of 1518 was a bizarre phenomenon where hundreds of people in Strasbourg,
then part of the Holy Roman Empire, inexplicably began dancing for days without rest. Some
reportedly danced to their deaths due to exhaustion.

What unusual event occurred during the 1904 Olympic
Marathon?

During the 1904 Olympics in St. Louis, the marathon was disrupted by various strange events,
including runners being chased by dogs and one competitor who took a long detour via a car to
finish the race, ultimately winning.

Who was the 'Demon of Brownsville'?

The 'Demon of Brownsville' refers to a series of strange and unexplained occurrences in the 1950s in
Brownsville, Texas, where residents reported seeing a mysterious creature, leading to widespread
fear and local myths.

What was the Great Emu War?

The Great Emu War of 1932 was an unusual series of pest control operations in Australia where
soldiers were deployed to combat a large population of emus that were damaging crops, but the



emus proved too elusive and the operation failed.

What is the story behind the Cadaver Synod?

The Cadaver Synod of 897 involved the trial of Pope Formosus, whose corpse was exhumed and put
on trial by his successor, Pope Stephen VI, leading to a grotesque spectacle that shocked
contemporaries and remains one of history's strangest trials.

What happened during the 'Great Molasses Flood'?

On January 15, 1919, a large storage tank filled with molasses burst in Boston, releasing a wave of
molasses that swept through the streets, killing 21 people and injuring over 150, creating a bizarre
disaster in the city.

Why did the French Revolution lead to the 'Reign of Terror'?

The Reign of Terror was a period during the French Revolution characterized by extreme political
purges and executions, where paranoia led to the execution of thousands, including prominent
revolutionaries, under the guise of protecting the revolution.

What was the significance of the 'Screaming Mummy'?

The 'Screaming Mummy' is a famous Egyptian mummy that was discovered in the 19th century,
believed to have been a priest, with its mouth open in a scream. It sparked curiosity and speculation
about the circumstances of its death.

What did the 'Year Without a Summer' entail?

The Year Without a Summer in 1816 was caused by the eruption of Mount Tambora in Indonesia,
leading to global climate anomalies, crop failures, and significant unrest, making it one of the
strangest years in recorded history.

What was the phenomenon of 'spontaneous human
combustion'?

Spontaneous human combustion refers to the controversial and mysterious phenomenon where
individuals supposedly catch fire without an external source. Reports of such cases date back
centuries, leading to debates about their plausibility.
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