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Success Is Counted Sweetest

Success is counted sweetest
By those who ne'er succeed.
To comprehend a nectar

Requires sorest need.

Not one of all the purple Host
Who took the Flag today

Can tell the definition

So clear of Victory

As he defeated--dying--

On whose forbidden ear

The distant strains of triumph
Burst agonized and clear!

Emily Dickinson

Success is counted sweetest in literature as a recurring theme that explores the nature of achievement and
the human condition. The phrase encapsulates the paradox that those who have never achieved success
often appreciate it the most, while those who have tasted victory may take it for granted. In Emily
Dickinson's poem "Success is counted sweetest," the poet employs various literary devices to convey
complex emotions and insights about success, struggle, and longing. This article delves into the poem's
themes, structure, and the literary devices that enhance its meaning, illustrating why this piece resonates

deeply with readers.

Understanding the Theme of Success

Success is a multifaceted concept that elicits a range of emotions. Dickinson’s poem invites readers to reflect

on what success truly means and who is entitled to claim it.

The Paradox of Success

At its core, the poem presents a paradox: success is most appreciated by those who have not achieved it.

This idea raises important questions:



1. Who values success the most?

- Those who struggle and yearn for it may find greater satisfaction in the thought of success than those
who achieve it without effort.

2. What does success mean?

- The poem suggests that success is not merely about external accolades but also about internal satisfaction

and recognition.

Longing and Desire

The theme of longing is central to the poem. Dickinson illustrates the idea that the desire for success often
enhances its value. The more one yearns for success, the sweeter it becomes when attained. This longing is

universal, resonating not only in personal achievements but also in broader societal contexts.

The Structure of the Poem

Emily Dickinson’s "Success is counted sweetest" consists of a concise and impactful structure that

complements its themes.

Quatrains and Rhyme Scheme

The poem is composed of six quatrains (four-line stanzas) that follow an ABCB rhyme scheme. This
structure creates a rhythmic quality that emphasizes the contrasts presented in the poem. The choice of

quatrains allows Dickinson to convey layered meanings succinctly.

Formal Language and Diction

Dickinson’s choice of words is deliberate and impactful. The language is formal yet accessible, and her use of
short, clipped phrases enhances the poem’s intensity. For instance, the word "sweetest" evokes a sense of

pleasure and satisfaction, while "counted" suggests a measure of value and worth.

Literary Devices in "Success is counted sweetest"

Emily Dickinson employs various literary devices to convey her themes effectively. Each device



contributes to the overall meaning of the poem and enhances the emotional resonance.

Imagery

Imagery plays a crucial role in the poem, as Dickinson uses vivid descriptions to evoke feelings of longing

and desire.

- Visual Imagery: The imagery of a battlefield and a "fainting” soldier evokes the struggles and sacrifices

associated with the pursuit of success. It paints a picture of desperation and yearning.

- Symbolic Imagery: The battlefield symbolizes life’s challenges, while the soldier represents those who

strive for success but may not achieve it. This contrast highlights the bittersweet nature of success.

Metaphor

Metaphors are central to Dickinson’s exploration of success. The poem itself can be viewed as an extended

metaphor for life’s struggles and achievements.
- The Soldier as a Metaphor: The soldier in the poem symbolizes anyone who fights for their dreams. The
fact that he is "fainting” suggests exhaustion and despair, emphasizing that success is often accompanied by

hardship.

- Success as a Distant Goal: The idea that success is often just out of reach for those who desire it the most

underscores the metaphor of the unattainable dream.

Alliteration and Assonance

Dickinson employs alliteration and assonance to create musicality in her poem, drawing readers into the

emotional landscape.

- Alliteration: Phrases like “Success is counted sweetest” use alliteration to create a rhythmic flow,

enhancing the poem's lyrical quality.

- Assonance: The repetition of vowel sounds in phrases contributes to the poem's musicality and emotional

depth, reinforcing the feelings of longing and desire.



Irony

Irony is a key device in Dickinson’s exploration of success. The poem suggests that those who have
succeeded may not truly appreciate their victories, while those who have failed understand its value more

profoundly.

- Situational Irony: The irony lies in the fact that success is most celebrated by those who have never

experienced it. This creates a tension that invites readers to reconsider their understanding of success.

- Emotional Irony: The deeper emotional irony is that the pursuit of success often brings suffering, yet this

suffering may enhance the appreciation of success itself.

Conclusion: The Lasting Impact of Dickinson's Message

Emily Dickinson's "Success is counted sweetest” invites readers to reflect on the nature of success and the
value of struggle. Through the use of various literary devices, Dickinson crafts a poignant message that

resonates across time and cultures.

The poem’s exploration of longing, the paradox of appreciation, and the bittersweet nature of success speaks
to the human experience. It reminds us that the journey towards success is often fraught with challenges,

and those who endure these challenges may find the sweetest rewards.

In a world that often equates success with material gain or social status, Dickinson's poem serves as a
reminder to appreciate the deeper, more intrinsic value of achievement. The emotional depth and nuanced
observations in "Success is counted sweetest” continue to inspire readers, encouraging us to reflect on our

values and perceptions of success.

Ultimately, success is not merely a destination but a journey filled with lessons, sacrifices, and profound

appreciation—an understanding that rings true as we navigate our paths in life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Success is Counted Sweetest'?

The main theme of the poem is the idea that true appreciation of success comes from experiencing failure,

highlighting the contrast between those who achieve success easily and those who struggle.



What literary device is predominantly used in 'Success is Counted
Sweetest'?

The poem predominantly uses paradox, as it suggests that those who fail understand the value of success

more deeply than those who achieve it without struggle.

How does Emily Dickinson use imagery in the poem?

Dickinson employs vivid imagery, such as references to a 'victor' and 'dying' soldiers, to illustrate the

emotional landscape of longing and the bittersweet nature of success.

‘What role does irony play in 'Success is Counted Sweetest'?

Irony is central to the poem, as it presents the idea that the most profound understanding of victory is held

by those who have experienced defeat, flipping the common perception of success.

What is the significance of the poem's title?

The title 'Success is Counted Sweetest’ suggests that success is most appreciated by those who have not had

it easily, emphasizing the value of struggle and the sweetness of achievement that follows hardship.

Can you identify any symbols in the poem?

Yes, the 'symphony' symbolizes the harmony and elation of success, while the 'dying' soldiers represent

those who recognize the true worth of success only through their suffering.

What is the tone of 'Success is Counted Sweetest'?

The tone of the poem is reflective and bittersweet, capturing a sense of longing and appreciation for success

that comes after hardship.

How does the structure of the poem contribute to its meaning?

The poem's structure, consisting of short stanzas and lines, creates a sense of immediacy and intensity,

mirroring the fleeting nature of success and the weight of failure.

What does the poem suggest about the relationship between success and
failure?

The poem suggests that success is more meaningful when it is contrasted with failure, implying that one

cannot truly appreciate success without experiencing its absence.

In what ways does Dickinson's personal life reflect in this poem?

Dickinson's own experiences of isolation and limited public success may reflect her understanding of the



themes in the poem, as she often grappled with societal expectations and personal aspirations.
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