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Summary of the novel The Great Gatsby explores the complexities of love,
wealth, and the American Dream in the 1920s. Written by F. Scott Fitzgerald
and published in 1925, this iconic American novel captures the essence of an
era characterized by excess and disillusionment. The story unfolds through
the eyes of Nick Carraway, a Yale graduate and World War I veteran who
becomes entangled in the lives of the wealthy elite living on Long Island.
This article will delve into the major themes, characters, and plot points of
The Great Gatsby, providing a comprehensive summary of this literary classic.



Overview of The Great Gatsby

The Great Gatsby is set in the summer of 1922, during the Roaring Twenties-a
time of economic prosperity and cultural change in America. The novel
meticulously portrays the social stratification of the time, highlighting the
differences between the old money aristocracy and the new money
entrepreneurs. At its core, the story is a tragic love tale that explores the
illusion of the American Dream and the moral decay hidden beneath the
glittering facade of wealth.

Main Characters

Understanding the main characters will help readers appreciate the depth of
the narrative. Here are the primary figures in The Great Gatsby:

e Nick Carraway: The novel's narrator, Nick is a Midwesterner who moves to
West Egg, Long Island, to work in the bond business. He is a cousin to
Daisy Buchanan and becomes fascinated by Gatsby's extravagant lifestyle.

e Jay Gatsby: The enigmatic and wealthy protagonist, Gatsby is known for
his lavish parties and unyielding love for Daisy Buchanan. His
mysterious past and obsession with the American Dream drive the plot
forward.

e Daisy Buchanan: Nick's cousin and Gatsby's former lover, Daisy
represents beauty and wealth but is ultimately shallow and self-
absorbed. Her marriage to Tom Buchanan complicates her relationship with
Gatsby.

e Tom Buchanan: Daisy’s wealthy and aggressive husband, Tom embodies the
arrogance of old money. He is having an affair with Myrtle Wilson and is
dismissive of those he considers socially inferior.

e Jordan Baker: A professional golfer and Daisy's friend, Jordan becomes
romantically involved with Nick. She represents the new woman of the
1920s, characterized by independence and moral ambiguity.

e Myrtle Wilson: Tom's mistress, Myrtle is desperate to escape her lower-
class life. Her tragic fate illustrates the harsh realities of the
American Dream.

» George Wilson: Myrtle’s husband, George is a struggling mechanic who
becomes increasingly despondent throughout the novel. His actions
ultimately lead to the tragic climax of the story.



Plot Summary

The narrative begins with Nick Carraway's move to West Egg, where he rents a
small house next to the opulent mansion of Jay Gatsby. Nick soon learns of
Gatsby's extravagant parties, which attract numerous guests, including the
elite of New York. Despite the glamour, Gatsby remains an enigmatic figure,
rarely participating in the festivities.

Nick's Connection to Gatshy

Nick eventually meets Gatsby at one of his parties and learns that Gatsby is
deeply in love with Daisy Buchanan, Nick's cousin. Gatsby and Daisy had a
romantic relationship five years earlier, but Daisy married Tom Buchanan
while Gatsby was serving in World War I. Gatsby's obsession with rekindling
their love drives him to amass wealth, believing that it will win Daisy back.

The Reunion

Nick facilitates a reunion between Gatsby and Daisy at his home. The meeting
is awkward but poignant, as Gatsby is both hopeful and anxious. They rekindle
their romance, but tensions rise when Tom becomes suspicious of Gatsby's
intentions. Gatsby's extravagant lifestyle and lavish parties begin to draw
attention, leading Tom to confront him.

Confrontation and Tragedy

The climax of the novel occurs during a confrontation in a New York City
hotel room, where Tom confronts Gatsby about his relationship with Daisy.
Tom’s brutish nature is revealed as he accuses Gatsby of being a fraud and
insists that Daisy is better off with him. In a moment of desperation, Daisy
admits she loves both men, but ultimately chooses Tom.

The fallout from this confrontation leads to tragedy. Myrtle Wilson,
attempting to escape her own miserable life, runs into the street and is
fatally struck by a car driven by Daisy. Gatsby takes the blame for the
accident, hoping to protect Daisy. In a state of mourning and confusion,
George Wilson believes Gatsby killed his wife and seeks revenge.

The Downfall of Jay Gatsby

In a tragic turn of events, George Wilson tracks down Gatsby and kills him at
his mansion before taking his own life. Nick is left to pick up the pieces,



disillusioned by the moral decay surrounding him. He organizes Gatsby's
funeral, but few people attend, underscoring the emptiness of Gatsby's life
and the superficiality of his relationships.

Themes in The Great Gatsby

The Great Gatsby is rich with themes that reflect the complexities of the
American experience in the 1920s. Here are some key themes:

1. The American Dream: The novel critiques the idea that wealth and social
status equate to happiness and fulfillment. Gatsby's tragic end
illustrates the hollow pursuit of the American Dream.

2. Class and Social Stratification: The divide between old money
(represented by Tom and Daisy) and new money (represented by Gatsby)
highlights the rigid social hierarchy of the time.

3. Love and Relationships: The novel examines the complexities of love,
loyalty, and betrayal, revealing the characters' motivations and the
consequences of their actions.

4. Illusion vs. Reality: Many characters are trapped in illusions of their
own making, leading to their downfall. Gatsby, in particular, is unable
to see the reality of his relationship with Daisy.

5. Morality and Ethics: The novel raises questions about morality in a
rapidly changing society, where traditional values are challenged by a
culture of excess and superficiality.

Conclusion

In summary, the novel The Great Gatsby serves as a poignant critique of the
American Dream and the moral decay of society in the 1920s. Through the
tragic story of Jay Gatsby, Fitzgerald illustrates the emptiness that often
accompanies wealth and the illusion of love. The characters’ complex
relationships and the themes woven throughout the narrative continue to
resonate with readers today, solidifying The Great Gatsby’s place as a
timeless classic in American literature. The novel not only captures the
essence of a bygone era but also invites reflection on the enduring nature of
dreams and the human condition.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Great Gatsby'?

The main theme of 'The Great Gatsby' is the pursuit of the American Dream and
its disillusionment. The novel explores how wealth, social status, and the
ideal of success can lead to moral decay and personal tragedy.

Who is the narrator of 'The Great Gatsby' and what
is their role?

The narrator of 'The Great Gatsby' is Nick Carraway. He serves as both a
participant in and an observer of the events in the novel, providing a unique
perspective on the characters, particularly Jay Gatsby and Daisy Buchanan.

How does Jay Gatsby's background influence his
character?

Jay Gatsby's background as the son of poor farmers shapes his ambition and
desire for wealth. He reinvents himself from James Gatz into Jay Gatsby,
reflecting the idea of self-made success, but his past continuously haunts
him and affects his relationships.

What role does the setting play in 'The Great
Gatshy'?

The setting, primarily in the fictional towns of West Egg and East Egg on
Long Island during the Roaring Twenties, highlights the stark differences
between social classes, the extravagance of the wealthy, and the moral decay
beneath the surface of the glamorous lifestyle.

What is the significance of the green light at the
end of Daisy's dock?

The green light at the end of Daisy's dock symbolizes Gatsby's unattainable
dreams and aspirations, particularly his desire for a future with Daisy. It
represents hope, longing, and the elusive nature of the American Dream.
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