
Study Guide Answer Key The Great Gatsby

Study guide answer key the great gatsby is an essential resource for students and readers who wish
to delve deeper into F. Scott Fitzgerald's classic novel. This iconic piece of literature, set in the
Roaring Twenties, explores themes of wealth, love, and the American Dream through the tragic story
of Jay Gatsby and his unyielding desire for Daisy Buchanan. To fully appreciate its nuances, a study
guide can illuminate the various characters, themes, and symbols that Fitzgerald meticulously
crafted throughout the narrative. In this article, we will provide a comprehensive study guide
answer key that covers key aspects of the novel, enhancing your understanding and enjoyment of
this literary masterpiece.

Overview of The Great Gatsby

F. Scott Fitzgerald published The Great Gatsby in 1925, a novel that has since become a staple in
American literature. It is narrated by Nick Carraway, a Yale graduate and World War I veteran who
moves to West Egg, Long Island, where he befriends the mysterious millionaire Jay Gatsby.

Setting

The novel is set during the summer of 1922, a period marked by economic prosperity and the
cultural upheaval of the Jazz Age. Key locations include:

1. West Egg: The home of Gatsby and the newly rich, characterized by ostentatious mansions.
2. East Egg: The residence of the old-money elite, including Daisy and Tom Buchanan.
3. The Valley of Ashes: A desolate industrial area symbolizing moral decay and the consequences of



the pursuit of wealth.
4. New York City: Represents the excitement and chaos of the era, serving as a backdrop for many
pivotal events.

Main Characters

Understanding the characters is crucial to grasping the novel's themes and messages. Here are the
key players:

- Jay Gatsby: The enigmatic protagonist known for his lavish parties and unrequited love for Daisy.
- Daisy Buchanan: The beautiful and shallow object of Gatsby's affection, married to Tom Buchanan.
- Tom Buchanan: Daisy's wealthy and aggressive husband, who represents the old money and its
associated arrogance.
- Nick Carraway: The novel's narrator, who provides a moral lens through which the story unfolds.
- Jordan Baker: A professional golfer and friend of Daisy, who becomes romantically involved with
Nick.
- Myrtle Wilson: Tom's mistress, representing the plight of the lower classes and their aspirations for
wealth.

Themes and Symbols

Fitzgerald weaves several themes and symbols throughout The Great Gatsby, making them vital for
a deeper understanding of the text.

The American Dream

One of the central themes is the critique of the American Dream, which suggests that anyone can
achieve their desires through hard work and determination. However, the novel reveals the
disillusionment that often accompanies this dream:

- Gatsby's Rise and Fall: Gatsby's wealth comes from dubious sources, showcasing the corruption
behind the ideal of success.
- The Disparity of Classes: The divide between East Egg and West Egg highlights the barriers that
exist in society, undermining the notion of equal opportunity.

Love and Relationships

Love in the novel is portrayed as complex and often destructive:

- Gatsby's Idealization of Daisy: His obsessive love for her blinds him to her flaws and the reality of
their situation.
- Tom and Daisy's Marriage: Their relationship is marked by infidelity and a lack of genuine
affection, reflecting the moral decay of their social class.



Symbols

Fitzgerald employs various symbols that enrich the narrative:

- The Green Light: Represents Gatsby's hopes and dreams, particularly his desire for Daisy and the
unattainable American Dream.
- The Valley of Ashes: Symbolizes the moral and social decay resulting from the uninhibited pursuit
of wealth.
- The Eyes of Doctor T.J. Eckleburg: These eyes serve as a reminder of the loss of spiritual values,
watching over the characters' moral decline.

Key Plot Points

A detailed understanding of the plot is essential for analyzing characters and themes. Here are the
significant events:

1. Nick Moves to West Egg: He settles next to Gatsby and becomes fascinated by the lavish lifestyle
of his neighbor.
2. Gatsby's Parties: Gatsby throws extravagant parties in hopes of attracting Daisy, who eventually
attends.
3. Reunion with Daisy: Nick facilitates a reunion between Gatsby and Daisy, rekindling their past
romance.
4. Confrontation in the Plaza Hotel: Tensions escalate when Gatsby confronts Tom about his feelings
for Daisy, leading to revelations about their relationships.
5. Myrtle's Death: Daisy accidentally kills Myrtle with Gatsby's car, resulting in chaos and tragedy.
6. Gatsby's Demise: After being abandoned by Daisy, Gatsby is murdered by George Wilson, Myrtle's
husband, who mistakenly believes Gatsby killed her.
7. Nick's Reflection: The novel concludes with Nick's disillusionment and his return to the Midwest,
reflecting on the futility of the American Dream.

Study Questions and Answers

To further enhance your understanding, here are some study questions along with their answers.

1. What does Gatsby's mansion symbolize?

Gatsby's mansion symbolizes his wealth and the extravagant lifestyle he adopts to win Daisy's love.
It also represents the emptiness of his pursuits, serving as a façade for his loneliness and unfulfilled
desires.



2. How does Nick serve as a narrator?

Nick serves as both a participant and an observer in the story. His perspective offers a unique moral
commentary on the events that unfold, allowing readers to engage with the themes of corruption,
disillusionment, and the complexities of human relationships.

3. What role does social class play in the novel?

Social class plays a critical role in the novel, influencing characters' relationships and behaviors. The
divide between old money (East Egg) and new money (West Egg) highlights the entrenched social
hierarchies and prejudices of the time.

4. What is the significance of the green light at the end of
Daisy's dock?

The green light represents Gatsby's hopes and dreams for a future with Daisy. It symbolizes both his
aspiration and the unattainability of the American Dream, as he reaches for something just out of his
grasp.

5. How does Fitzgerald depict the concept of the American
Dream?

Fitzgerald critiques the American Dream by illustrating its corruption and the moral decay that
accompanies the pursuit of wealth. Through characters like Gatsby, who achieves great wealth but
ultimately fails to attain happiness, the novel questions the validity of the dream itself.

Conclusion

In summary, the study guide answer key the great gatsby provides invaluable insights into F. Scott
Fitzgerald's work. By exploring the characters, themes, and symbols, readers can gain a deeper
appreciation for this classic novel. Whether you are preparing for an exam, writing an essay, or
simply seeking to understand the intricacies of the story, this comprehensive guide serves as a
valuable tool. As you navigate the complexities of Gatsby's world, the themes of love, wealth, and the
American Dream will resonate, prompting reflection on the nature of ambition and the pursuit of
happiness in contemporary society.

Frequently Asked Questions



What themes are central to 'The Great Gatsby' that a study
guide should highlight?
Central themes include the American Dream, class division, love and relationships, the illusion of
wealth, and the moral decay of society.

How does the character of Jay Gatsby symbolize the American
Dream?
Jay Gatsby embodies the American Dream through his rise from poverty to immense wealth, but
ultimately his dream is revealed to be hollow and unattainable, highlighting the disillusionment
associated with it.

What role does the setting of the 1920s play in 'The Great
Gatsby'?
The 1920s setting, characterized by economic prosperity and cultural change, reflects the hedonism
and moral ambiguity of the era, influencing the characters' behaviors and societal expectations.

What is the significance of the green light in 'The Great
Gatsby'?
The green light represents Gatsby's unattainable dreams and desires, particularly his longing for
Daisy and the idealized future he envisions, symbolizing hope and the perpetual chase of the
American Dream.

How does Nick Carraway's perspective influence the narrative
of 'The Great Gatsby'?
As the narrator, Nick Carraway provides a unique perspective that is both observant and subjective,
shaping readers' understanding of the events and characters while also revealing his moral
judgments and personal biases.

What is the role of women in 'The Great Gatsby', and how can
it be analyzed in a study guide?
Women in 'The Great Gatsby', particularly characters like Daisy and Jordan, are often portrayed as
symbols of wealth and desire, reflecting societal expectations and constraints, which can be
analyzed in terms of gender roles and the pursuit of independence.

How does Fitzgerald use symbolism throughout 'The Great
Gatsby'?
Fitzgerald employs various symbols, such as the valley of ashes, the eyes of Dr. T.J. Eckleburg, and
the color white, to convey complex themes about morality, the American Dream, and the emptiness
of wealth.



What is the significance of the final lines of 'The Great
Gatsby'?
The final lines emphasize the themes of hope and the relentless pursuit of dreams, suggesting that
despite the inevitability of failure, humanity's desire to strive for a better future remains a central
aspect of the human experience.
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