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& STUDY GUIDE

Study guide the breadwinner questions and answers can be an essential tool for students
and educators alike, as it provides a structured approach to understanding the themes,
characters, and plot of Deborah Ellis's powerful novel, "The Breadwinner." This guide will
delve into critical aspects of the book, offering a variety of questions and answers that can
enhance comprehension and encourage deeper discussion about the narrative and its
implications. This article will cover important themes, character analysis, plot summaries,
and discussion questions, all designed to aid in the study of this compelling story set in
Afghanistan.

Overview of "The Breadwinner"

"The Breadwinner" tells the story of Parvana, an 11-year-old girl living under Taliban rule
in Afghanistan. After her father is unjustly imprisoned, Parvana must disguise herself as a
boy to support her family. The novel explores themes of gender roles, resilience, and the
impact of war on everyday life.

Key Themes

1. Gender Roles and Equality

- The novel highlights the strict gender roles imposed by the Taliban and the challenges
faced by women and girls in Afghan society.

- Parvana's transformation into a boy allows her to navigate a world that restricts women's
freedoms.

2. Courage and Resilience
- Parvana embodies courage as she takes on the responsibility of providing for her family.
- The story emphasizes the resilience of the human spirit in the face of adversity.



3. Family and Sacrifice

- The importance of family is central to Parvana's motivation, showcasing the sacrifices
made for loved ones.

- The bond between Parvana and her family members illustrates the strength found in
unity.

Character Analysis

1. Parvana
- A determined and resourceful girl who defies the limitations set by her society.
- Represents hope and strength, making her a relatable protagonist for readers.

2. Mother

- A figure of despair and strength, she struggles with the harsh realities of their situation
while supporting Parvana's efforts.

- Her character reflects the emotional toll of war on women.

3. Father
- A wise and compassionate man, he instills values of courage and dignity in Parvana.
- His imprisonment serves as the catalyst for Parvana’s transformation and growth.

4. Nooria

- Parvana's older sister who has her dreams and aspirations, representing the generational
divide in their understanding of freedom.

- Her character shows the impact of societal restrictions on personal ambitions.

Important Plot Points

- Beginning of the Story:

- Parvana's family is introduced, showcasing their life before the Taliban's rise to power.
- The father’s arrest marks a turning point, leading to Parvana's decision to become the
breadwinner.

- Parvana's Disguise:

- The necessity for Parvana to cut her hair and dress as a boy to earn money highlights the
extreme lengths individuals must go to survive.

- Her experiences in the marketplace illustrate the dangers and challenges of her new life.

- Key Encounters:

- Parvana meets various characters, including Shauzia, a girl in a similar situation, and
they forge a friendship that underlines the theme of solidarity among girls.

- The interactions with different people in the marketplace reveal the complexities of life
under Taliban rule.

- Climax and Resolution:
- The climax occurs when Parvana faces significant danger while trying to support her
family.



- The resolution sees Parvana's family reunite, but it leaves readers reflecting on the
enduring impact of war and the hope for a better future.

Study Questions and Answers

1. Why does Parvana decide to disguise herself as a boy?

- Parvana disguises herself as a boy to gain the freedom to work and provide for her family
after her father’s arrest. In Taliban-controlled Afghanistan, women are not allowed to
leave their homes without a male escort, making it impossible for her mother or sister to
earn money.

2. How does the setting influence the story?

- The setting of war-torn Afghanistan under Taliban rule is crucial to the narrative. It
shapes the characters' lives and decisions, highlighting the struggles for survival and the
oppressive atmosphere that dictates their daily existence.

3. What role does friendship play in the novel?

- Friendship, as seen in Parvana's relationship with Shauzia, provides emotional support
and a sense of community amidst hardship. It underscores the theme of solidarity among
girls facing similar challenges in a patriarchal society.

4. Describe the significance of Parvana's name.

- Parvana means "butterfly" in Persian, symbolizing transformation and hope. Throughout
the novel, Parvana undergoes significant changes, both personally and in her
circumstances, reflecting the delicate resilience of a butterfly emerging from a cocoon.

5. How does the author portray the impact of war on children?

- The author illustrates the profound impact of war on children through Parvana's
experiences, showcasing not only the physical dangers but also the emotional and
psychological toll it takes on young lives. Parvana's loss of innocence and her forced
responsibilities highlight the harsh realities faced by many children in conflict zones.

Discussion Topics

1. The Role of Education:
- Discuss how education is portrayed in the novel and its importance for Parvana and her
family. What does the story suggest about the value of education in oppressive societies?

2. Resilience in Adversity:
- Analyze how Parvana's resilience is depicted throughout the story. What lessons can
readers learn from her experiences?

3. The Impact of Cultural Norms:
- Explore how cultural norms and traditions affect the characters’ lives. How do these
norms shape the identities of women and girls in the story?



4. Comparative Analysis:
- Compare and contrast Parvana's life with that of girls in different cultures or historical
contexts. What similarities and differences can be found?

5. Symbolism in the Novel:
- Identify and discuss symbols used throughout "The Breadwinner." How do these symbols
enhance the themes of the story?

Conclusion

The study guide the breadwinner questions and answers provide a comprehensive
framework for exploring the rich themes and emotional depth of Deborah Ellis's novel. By
engaging with the characters, plot, and underlying messages, readers can gain a fuller
understanding of the struggles faced by individuals in oppressive societies. "The
Breadwinner" not only tells a poignant story of a young girl's resilience but also serves as
a reminder of the importance of hope, family, and the fight for freedom. Whether for
classroom discussions, personal reflection, or literary analysis, this study guide is an
invaluable resource for anyone looking to delve deeper into this impactful narrative.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Breadwinner'?

The main theme of 'The Breadwinner' is the struggle for survival and the importance of
family, highlighting the resilience and strength of women in oppressive societies.

Who is the protagonist of 'The Breadwinner'?

The protagonist of 'The Breadwinner' is Parvana, an 11-year-old girl living in Taliban-
controlled Afghanistan who must become the breadwinner for her family.

How does Parvana disguise herself in the story?

Parvana disguises herself as a boy by cutting her hair and wearing male clothing to
navigate a society where women are restricted from working and going outside alone.

What challenges does Parvana face while working?

Parvana faces numerous challenges, including the constant threat of being discovered as a
girl, dealing with dangerous situations while selling goods, and the harsh realities of war
and poverty.

How does Parvana's family situation change throughout
the story?

Parvana's family situation changes as they face increasing hardship due to the absence of
her father, who is imprisoned, and the subsequent struggle to provide for her mother and



siblings.

What role does friendship play in 'The Breadwinner'?

Friendship plays a vital role as Parvana finds support and companionship with other
children, which helps her cope with the difficulties of her situation and provides a sense of
normalcy.

What is the significance of storytelling in 'The
Breadwinner'?

Storytelling is significant as it serves as a means of escape and a way to preserve culture
and history, allowing characters to maintain hope amidst the challenges they face.

What does Parvana learn about courage throughout her
journey?

Parvana learns that courage is not the absence of fear but the ability to confront it and
take action, especially in the face of adversity for the sake of her family.

How does 'The Breadwinner' address gender roles?

The Breadwinner addresses gender roles by showcasing the limitations placed on women
in Afghan society and highlighting the strength and capability of girls like Parvana who
defy these norms.

What impact does the setting have on the story?

The setting of war-torn Afghanistan profoundly impacts the story, shaping the characters'
experiences, challenges, and the overall atmosphere of fear, resilience, and the fight for
survival.
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Unlock the insights with our comprehensive study guide for "The Breadwinner." Find essential
questions and answers to enhance your understanding. Learn more!
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