
Strogatz Prize For Math Communication

Strogatz Prize for Math Communication is a prestigious award that recognizes exceptional contributions

to the field of mathematics communication. Established to honor the legacy of Steven Strogatz, a

renowned mathematician and educator, the prize aims to inspire others to engage with mathematics in

an accessible and compelling manner. This article delves into the origins of the prize, its significance,

criteria for selection, and the impact it has on the mathematical community and the public at large.

Origins of the Strogatz Prize

The Strogatz Prize was founded in 2021, inspired by Steven Strogatz's commitment to making

mathematics understandable and engaging for all. Strogatz, a professor at Cornell University, is known

for his ability to communicate complex mathematical concepts in clear and relatable terms. His work

spans various areas of mathematics, including nonlinear dynamics, chaos theory, and network theory,

but it is his talent for storytelling and teaching that has left a lasting mark on the field.

The prize was established by a group of mathematics enthusiasts, educators, and professionals who

believe that effective communication is essential for the advancement of mathematics. They

recognized that many people find mathematics intimidating and inaccessible; thus, they sought to

create an award that would encourage individuals to convey mathematical ideas in ways that resonate

with diverse audiences.



The Importance of Math Communication

Mathematics communication plays a crucial role in society for several reasons:

1. Public Understanding: A strong grasp of mathematics is essential for informed citizenship,

particularly in areas such as science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) education.

2. Inspiration: Effective communication can inspire the next generation of mathematicians, scientists,

and engineers by showcasing the beauty and relevance of mathematics in everyday life.

3. Interdisciplinary Collaboration: Mathematics often intersects with various fields, including economics,

biology, and social sciences. Clear communication fosters collaboration and innovation across

disciplines.

4. Addressing Misconceptions: Many misconceptions about mathematics can lead to anxiety and

avoidance. Strong communication can help demystify these concepts and promote a positive attitude

toward learning.

The Selection Process

The Strogatz Prize for Math Communication has a well-defined selection process that seeks to identify

individuals or organizations who have made significant contributions to the field. The process is

transparent and encourages nominations from a wide range of sources.

Eligibility Criteria

Candidates for the Strogatz Prize may include:



- Individual mathematicians, educators, or communicators

- Organizations or initiatives focused on mathematics education and outreach

- Authors of books, articles, or digital content that effectively communicate mathematical ideas

The selection committee evaluates nominees based on several criteria:

1. Clarity: The ability to explain complex mathematical concepts in an understandable manner.

2. Creativity: Innovative approaches to mathematics communication, including multimedia use,

storytelling, or interactive experiences.

3. Impact: The reach and influence of the nominee's work on diverse audiences, particularly in

promoting mathematical literacy.

4. Engagement: The nominee's effectiveness in engaging and inspiring others to explore mathematics

further.

Nominations and Deadlines

Nominations for the Strogatz Prize are solicited annually. Interested parties can submit nominations

through the official Strogatz Prize website, detailing the nominee's contributions and achievements.

The nomination period is typically open for several months, with specific deadlines announced each

year.

Past Winners and Their Contributions

The inaugural Strogatz Prize was awarded in 2021, and subsequent winners have made significant

strides in mathematics communication. While the list of winners is still growing, here are some notable

examples:



2021: Nira Chamberlain

Nira Chamberlain is a prominent mathematician known for his work in applied mathematics and

mathematical modeling. His engaging lectures and online presence have made mathematics more

approachable to a broader audience, particularly through his use of social media platforms.

- Key Contributions:

- Developed innovative models for complex systems.

- Regularly shares insights on mathematical concepts through engaging videos and public talks.

2022: Eugenia Cheng

Eugenia Cheng is a mathematician and author who has dedicated her career to making mathematics

accessible to the general public. Her books, such as "How to Bake Pi," blend culinary arts with

mathematical concepts, showcasing the connections between seemingly disparate fields.

- Key Contributions:

- Authored multiple books aimed at demystifying mathematics.

- Delivered TED talks that resonate with audiences and encourage mathematical exploration.

2023: Vi Hart

Vi Hart is a mathematician and artist known for her captivating videos that combine mathematics with

doodling and storytelling. Her unique approach has garnered a substantial online following, inspiring

countless individuals to embrace mathematics.

- Key Contributions:

- Created a series of viral videos that explore mathematical concepts through creative art.



- Engaged with audiences through interactive experiences and workshops.

Impact of the Strogatz Prize

The establishment of the Strogatz Prize for Math Communication has significant implications for both

the mathematical community and the general public.

Encouraging Excellence in Communication

The prize serves as a benchmark for excellence in mathematics communication, motivating individuals

and organizations to strive for clarity and creativity in their work. By recognizing outstanding

contributions, the prize raises the profile of effective communicators and highlights the importance of

this skill in mathematics.

Promoting Diversity in Mathematics

One of the goals of the Strogatz Prize is to promote diversity in the field of mathematics

communication. By honoring individuals from various backgrounds and disciplines, the prize

encourages a broader range of perspectives and approaches to mathematics, ultimately enriching the

field.

Fostering Engagement and Interest

The Strogatz Prize helps foster engagement with mathematics by showcasing the work of those who

effectively communicate complex ideas. By highlighting the beauty and relevance of mathematics, the

prize inspires curiosity and interest among audiences of all ages.



The Future of the Strogatz Prize

As the Strogatz Prize continues to evolve, its organizers are exploring ways to expand its reach and

impact. Initiatives may include:

- Workshops and Webinars: Offering training sessions for aspiring mathematics communicators to

enhance their skills and effectiveness.

- Collaborative Projects: Partnering with educational institutions and organizations to develop resources

and programs that promote mathematics communication.

- Outreach Programs: Engaging with underrepresented communities to increase access to

mathematics education and inspire future mathematicians.

In conclusion, the Strogatz Prize for Math Communication is a vital initiative that recognizes and

celebrates the art of communicating mathematics effectively. By honoring those who excel in this field,

the prize not only uplifts individual contributors but also advances the broader goal of making

mathematics accessible and engaging for everyone. As the prize grows, it holds the promise of

fostering a deeper appreciation for mathematics and inspiring future generations to explore its

wonders.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Strogatz Prize for Math Communication?

The Strogatz Prize for Math Communication is an award that recognizes outstanding work in

communicating mathematical ideas to a general audience. It seeks to honor individuals who excel in

making complex mathematical concepts accessible and engaging.



Who is the Strogatz Prize named after?

The Strogatz Prize is named after Steven Strogatz, a prominent mathematician and author known for

his ability to communicate mathematical concepts effectively through writing and public speaking.

What types of work are considered for the Strogatz Prize?

The Strogatz Prize considers various forms of communication, including articles, books, videos, and

public lectures that effectively convey mathematical ideas to a broader audience.

How can someone nominate a candidate for the Strogatz Prize?

Nominations for the Strogatz Prize can typically be submitted through an official website or designated

platform, where nominators can provide details about the candidate's work and its impact on

mathematical communication.

What impact does the Strogatz Prize aim to have on math

communication?

The Strogatz Prize aims to inspire more individuals to engage in math communication, raise

awareness of the importance of making mathematics accessible, and encourage innovative

approaches to teaching and discussing mathematical ideas.
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