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Strategies for Teaching Informational Text

Teaching informational text is an essential component of literacy education. As students
progress through their academic careers, they encounter various types of texts that require
different reading strategies and skills. Informational texts—encompassing textbooks,
articles, reports, and online content—are crucial for developing critical thinking,
comprehension, and the ability to analyze real-world issues. This article provides a
comprehensive overview of effective strategies for teaching informational text, focusing on
engaging students, enhancing comprehension, and fostering critical analysis.

Understanding Informational Text

Before diving into teaching strategies, it is crucial to understand what informational text
entails. Informational texts are designed to present facts, explain concepts, and provide
insights into particular subjects. They often include the following features:

- Headings and subheadings: These help organize content and guide readers through the
text.
- Graphs and charts: Visual aids that represent data and support the written information.



- Bullet points and lists: These simplify complex information and highlight key points.
- Glossaries and indexes: Tools that help readers find specific terms and topics.
- lllustrations and diagrams: Visual representations that enhance understanding.

Recognizing these features will aid both educators and students in navigating and
interpreting informational texts.

Strategies for Teaching Informational Text

Effective strategies for teaching informational text can be categorized into several key
areas: preparation, engagement, comprehension, analysis, and assessment.

Preparation Strategies

1. Introduce Text Features: Begin by familiarizing students with the various text features of
informational texts. Conduct lessons focused on identifying headings, subheadings, visual
aids, and other elements. Use a variety of texts to provide students with different
examples.

2. Build Background Knowledge: Informational texts often assume a certain level of prior
knowledge. To prepare students, introduce relevant vocabulary and concepts before diving
into the text. This can be done through discussions, videos, or graphic organizers.

3. Set Purpose for Reading: Encourage students to set a purpose for their reading. This
could be finding specific information, understanding a concept, or preparing for a
discussion. When students know why they are reading, they are more likely to engage
deeply with the text.

Engagement Strategies

1. Incorporate Multimedia Resources: Use videos, podcasts, or interactive websites to
complement the informational text. This multi-modal approach can capture students'
interest and provide additional context to the material.

2. Use Think-Pair-Share Activities: After introducing a new text, have students think about a
specific question related to the content, pair up to discuss their thoughts, and then share
their insights with the class. This strategy promotes collaboration and encourages diverse
viewpoints.

3. Create Interactive Notebooks: Encourage students to create interactive notebooks where
they can summarize information, reflect on what they’ve learned, and respond to prompts
related to the text. This hands-on approach fosters active engagement.



Comprehension Strategies

1. Teach Annotation Skills: Show students how to annotate texts by highlighting key points,
circling unfamiliar words, and writing comments in the margins. This active reading
strategy promotes deeper engagement with the material.

2. Implement Graphic Organizers: Utilize graphic organizers such as Venn diagrams, mind
maps, or flowcharts to help students visualize relationships between concepts. These tools
can clarify complex information and assist in organizing thoughts.

3. Ask Open-Ended Questions: Pose open-ended questions that require students to think
critically about the text. For example:

- What is the main argument of the text?

- How does the author support their claims?

- What evidence is presented, and how credible is it?

4. Model Summarization Techniques: Teach students how to summarize informational texts
by identifying main ideas and supporting details. Use a gradual release model where you
first model the process, then guide students, and ultimately allow them to practice
independently.

Analysis Strategies

1. Encourage Critical Thinking: Promote discussions that require students to evaluate the
credibility of sources, identify biases, and assess the validity of arguments presented in the
text. This encourages deeper analysis and a critical approach to reading.

2. Compare and Contrast Texts: Have students read multiple texts on the same topic and
compare the information presented. This could involve analyzing different viewpoints,
identifying common themes, and discussing the reliability of each source.

3. Facilitate Socratic Seminars: Organize Socratic seminars where students discuss the text
in a structured format, asking questions and responding to their peers. This method fosters
a collaborative learning environment and enhances comprehension through dialogue.

Assessment Strategies

1. Use Formative Assessments: Implement reqgular, formative assessments to gauge
students' understanding of informational texts. This could include quizzes, reflective
journals, or exit tickets that ask students to summarize what they learned.

2. Encourage Creative Projects: Assign creative projects that allow students to demonstrate
their understanding of the text. This could include creating presentations, infographics, or

videos that summarize key concepts.

3. Implement Peer Review: Have students review each other's work based on informational



texts. This not only reinforces their understanding but also helps them develop critical
feedback skills.

Creating a Supportive Classroom Environment

In addition to employing specific teaching strategies, it is vital to create a supportive
classroom environment that nurtures students' abilities to engage with informational texts
effectively.

1. Encourage a Growth Mindset: Foster a classroom culture where mistakes are seen as
learning opportunities. Encourage students to take risks in their reading and analysis of
texts.

2. Differentiate Instruction: Recognize that students have varying levels of proficiency and
interests. Differentiate your instruction by providing texts at various reading levels and
offering different types of assignments based on student needs.

3. Provide Access to Resources: Ensure that students have access to a diverse array of
informational texts, including digital resources. This can increase engagement and allow
students to explore topics that interest them.

4. Promote Collaboration: Encourage group work and discussion among students.
Collaborative learning can enhance understanding and comprehension of complex
informational texts.

Conclusion

Teaching informational text effectively requires a multi-faceted approach that encompasses
preparation, engagement, comprehension, analysis, and assessment strategies. By
employing these strategies, educators can foster a deeper understanding of informational
texts among students, equipping them with the skills necessary to navigate the complex
world of information. As students become more proficient in reading and analyzing
informational texts, they will be better prepared to engage with real-world issues and
contribute thoughtfully to discussions in their academic and personal lives. Through
continuous practice and encouragement, students can develop a lasting appreciation for
the power of informational texts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some effective strategies for introducing
informational texts to students?

Begin by selecting engaging and relevant texts that relate to students' interests. Use
previewing strategies such as skimming headings, images, and captions to activate prior



knowledge and set a purpose for reading.

How can graphic organizers facilitate the
understanding of informational texts?

Graphic organizers help students visually structure information, making it easier to identify
key concepts, relationships, and hierarchies within the text. They can be used before,
during, and after reading to enhance comprehension.

What role does questioning play in teaching
informational texts?

Questioning encourages critical thinking and engagement with the text. Teach students to
formulate different types of questions (literal, inferential, evaluative) before, during, and
after reading to deepen their understanding.

How can technology be integrated into teaching
strategies for informational texts?

Utilize digital tools such as interactive eBooks, online databases, and educational apps that
provide access to a variety of informational texts. Encourage students to conduct research
and present findings using multimedia formats.

What are some ways to assess students’
comprehension of informational texts?

Use a mix of formative assessments such as quizzes, summarization tasks, and project-
based learning. Encourage reflective responses where students articulate what they
learned and how they connected with the text.

How can teachers support diverse learners in
understanding informational text?

Provide differentiated instruction by using varied texts at different reading levels,
incorporating visual and auditory supports, and offering one-on-one or small group support
tailored to individual student needs.

What strategies can be used to teach text features in
informational texts?

Teach students to identify and use text features such as headings, subheadings, captions,
and bullet points. Conduct activities where students explore these features to enhance
navigation and comprehension of the text.

How can summarization techniques improve
comprehension of informational texts?

Teach students to summarize key points and main ideas after reading sections of text. This
practice helps reinforce comprehension and allows students to distill essential information



from complex content.

What is the importance of integrating writing activities
when teaching informational texts?

Writing activities, such as creating summaries, reports, or presentations, encourage
students to synthesize information and express their understanding. This reinforces
comprehension and allows for deeper engagement with the text.
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