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Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde is a novella written by renowned
Scottish author Robert Louis Stevenson, published in 1886. This classic tale
delves into the duality of human nature, exploring the conflict between the
civilized self and the primal instincts that lurk beneath the surface.
Stevenson’s work remains relevant today, as it raises profound questions
about identity, morality, and the capacity for evil within each individual.
In this article, we will explore the key themes, characters, and impact of



this timeless narrative.

Overview of the Plot

The story unfolds in London and follows the life of Dr. Henry Jekyll, a
reputable scientist who is intrigued by the darker sides of human
personality. He believes that within each person lies a dual nature: a good
self and a bad self. To explore this theory, he concocts a potion that allows
him to transform into Edward Hyde, a manifestation of his basest instincts.
The novella is structured through the eyes of Mr. Gabriel John Utterson, a
lawyer and friend of Dr. Jekyll, who becomes increasingly concerned about the
connection between Jekyll and Hyde.

Key Characters

1. Dr. Henry Jekyll: A well-respected scientist and the protagonist of the
story. Jekyll is a man of high social standing who struggles with the duality
of his nature.

2. Mr. Edward Hyde: The embodiment of Jekyll's darker impulses, Hyde
represents the unrestrained side of human nature. He is violent, cruel, and
devoid of conscience.

3. Mr. Gabriel John Utterson: The narrator of much of the story, Utterson is
a lawyer and Jekyll's close friend. He investigates the mystery surrounding
Jekyll and Hyde.

4. Dr. Hastie Lanyon: A former friend of Jekyll, Lanyon is a more
conventional scientist who ultimately rejects Jekyll's experiments and
theories.

5. Poole: Jekyll's loyal servant who becomes increasingly alarmed by his
master's behavior.

Themes Explored in the Novella

The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde is rich in themes that explore the
complexities of human nature. Here are some of the most prominent ones:

Duality of Human Nature

One of the central themes of the novella is the concept of duality. Stevenson
illustrates the struggle between the good and evil sides of humanity through
the characters of Jekyll and Hyde. Jekyll represents the socially acceptable
facade, while Hyde embodies the repressed, darker instincts. This duality
reflects the Victorian era’s anxieties about morality and the human psyche.



The Nature of Evil

Stevenson raises questions about the inherent nature of evil. Is it a
fundamental part of humanity, or is it a product of society? Through Hyde'’s
character, the novella suggests that evil exists within all of us, waiting
for the opportunity to emerge. The transformation of Jekyll into Hyde serves
as a commentary on the liberation of suppressed desires and the consequences
of indulging in them.

Isolation and Loneliness

Throughout the novella, Jekyll's isolation becomes more pronounced as he
immerses himself in his experiments. His struggle with his identity leads to
a profound sense of loneliness, as he becomes increasingly estranged from his
friends and society. This theme resonates with readers, highlighting the
emotional toll that internal conflict can take.

Reputation and Social Status

In Victorian society, reputation was paramount. Jekyll’'s fear of losing his
social standing drives him to create Hyde, who allows him to act out without
facing societal repercussions. However, this dual existence ultimately leads
to his downfall, emphasizing the dangers of prioritizing reputation over
integrity.

Symbolism in the Novella

Stevenson employs various symbols throughout the novella to enhance its
themes and convey deeper meanings.

The Potion

The transformative potion symbolizes the duality of human nature and the thin
line between good and evil. It represents the idea that individuals can
choose to indulge in their darker impulses, but with significant
consequences. The potion serves as a physical manifestation of Jekyll's
internal struggle.

The Door



The door to Jekyll’s laboratory symbolizes the barrier between the civilized
self and the primal instincts represented by Hyde. It serves as a threshold
between two worlds—one of respectability and one of chaos. The act of
entering or exiting through the door represents the choices individuals make
between their better and worse selves.

Setting

The setting of Victorian London plays a critical role in the novella. The

dark, foggy streets mirror the themes of secrecy and duality, creating an

atmosphere of mystery and foreboding. The contrast between the respectable
neighborhoods and the darker, more sinister areas of the city reflects the
duality present within Jekyll and Hyde.

Impact and Legacy

The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde has had a profound impact on
literature and popular culture. Its exploration of duality has influenced
numerous works across various genres, from horror to psychology. The
characters of Jekyll and Hyde have become archetypes, symbolizing the
struggle between good and evil within humanity.

Adaptations

The novella has inspired countless adaptations in film, theater, and
literature. Some notable adaptations include:

- Films: Various film adaptations, including the 1931 classic starring
Fredric March and more modern interpretations that explore psychological
themes.

- Theater: Many stage adaptations, including musical versions that highlight
the emotional journey of Jekyll and Hyde.

- Literature: Numerous retellings and reinterpretations that expand on the
themes of duality and identity.

Modern Relevance

Today, the themes of the novella resonate in discussions about mental health,
identity, and the nature of evil. As society grapples with issues of morality
in an increasingly complex world, the questions posed by Stevenson remain
pertinent. The struggle between our civilized selves and our primal urges
continues to be a topic of exploration in psychology and philosophy.



Conclusion

The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde remains a powerful exploration of
the complexities of human nature. Through its rich themes, unforgettable
characters, and profound symbolism, Stevenson invites readers to reflect on
the duality within themselves. As we navigate our moral landscapes, the
questions raised by this novella continue to echo, reminding us of the thin
line between good and evil that exists in every individual. Whether in the
realm of literature, psychology, or everyday life, the lessons from Jekyll
and Hyde endure, making this strange case a timeless tale for generations to
come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Strange Case of Dr
Jekyll and Mr Hyde'?

The central theme is the duality of human nature, exploring the conflict
between the respectable and the immoral sides of a person's identity.

How does Robert Louis Stevenson use setting to
enhance the story?

Stevenson uses the contrasting settings of Victorian London, depicting both
the respectable and the seedy parts of the city, to reflect the duality of
Jekyll and Hyde.

What role does the character of Mr. Utterson play in
the narrative?

Mr. Utterson serves as the moral center and investigator of the story,
representing rationality as he seeks to uncover the truth about Jekyll and
Hyde.

How does Dr. Jekyll justify his experiments with Mr.
Hyde?

Dr. Jekyll justifies his experiments as a means to separate his good and evil
sides, believing that by doing so, he can indulge in his darker impulses
without harming his social reputation.

What is the significance of the transformation from
Jekyll to Hyde?

The transformation symbolizes the struggle between good and evil within an
individual, highlighting how repressed desires can lead to a loss of control



and moral decay.

What societal issues does Stevenson critique through
'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?

Stevenson critiques Victorian society's strict moral codes, the hypocrisy of
respectability, and the repression of individual desires and instincts.

How has 'The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde'
influenced modern interpretations of psychology?

The novella has influenced the concept of the 'split personality' or 'dual
identities' in psychology, contributing to discussions on the complexities of
human behavior and the subconscious mind.
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Explore the intriguing duality of human nature in "Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde." Discover
how this classic tale reveals our hidden selves. Learn more!
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