
Strange But True Stories In History

Strange but true stories in history captivate our imaginations and challenge our understanding of the past.
From bizarre events to peculiar characters, history is filled with accounts that seem almost too
extraordinary to believe. These strange tales not only provide entertainment but also deeper insights into the
human condition, societal norms, and cultural values of their times. In this article, we will explore some of the
most intriguing and bizarre stories from history that continue to fascinate people today.

The Great Emu War

Background

In 1932, Australia faced an unexpected foe: emus. These large, flightless birds began invading farmland in
Western Australia, wreaking havoc on crops and causing widespread frustration among farmers. The situation
escalated to the point where the government decided to take action, leading to an unusual conflict known as
the Great Emu War.

The Conflict

- Initial Efforts: The military was called in to help combat the emu problem. Armed with machine guns, soldiers
set out to cull the population of emus. However, the birds proved to be surprisingly elusive, often scattering
in groups and making it difficult for the soldiers to achieve their goals.
- Outcome: Despite several attempts, the emus outsmarted the military forces. The soldiers' efforts resulted in
only a small number of emus being killed, and the operation was ultimately deemed a failure. The emus continued
to thrive, and the government had to reconsider its approach to wildlife management.

The Dancing Plague of 1518



The Mysterious Outbreak

In July 1518, residents of Strasbourg (then part of the Holy Roman Empire) experienced a bizarre phenomenon
that would come to be known as the Dancing Plague. It started with a woman named Frau Troffea, who began
dancing in the streets without any apparent reason.

Spread and Consequences

- Mass Hysteria: Within a week, more people joined her in this uncontrollable dance, with estimates suggesting
that dozens of people were affected. They danced for days on end, some reportedly collapsing from exhaustion
or suffering injuries.
- Attempts to Cure: Local authorities believed that the only remedy was to encourage more dancing. They even
hired musicians to play for the dancers, hoping to relieve them of their compulsion. However, this only
exacerbated the situation, leading to more people becoming involved.
- Legacy: The Dancing Plague eventually subsided, but the reasons behind this strange event remain a mystery.
Some historians speculate that it may have been a case of mass hysteria or a response to extreme stress and
hardship in the region.

The Man Who Survived Two Atomic Bombs

Hiroshima and Nagasaki

Tsutomu Yamaguchi is known for being one of the most fortunate yet unfortunate individuals in history. He
survived both the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki during World War II.

The Events

- Hiroshima: On August 6, 1945, Yamaguchi was in Hiroshima on a business trip when the first atomic bomb was
dropped. He suffered severe burns and injuries but managed to survive and return to his hometown of Nagasaki.
- Nagasaki: Just three days later, on August 9, while recovering from his injuries, Yamaguchi found himself in
Nagasaki when the second bomb was dropped. Remarkably, he survived again, making him one of the only people to
endure both bombings.
- Later Life: Yamaguchi lived to tell his story, dedicating his life to advocating for peace and nuclear
disarmament. His experiences serve as a poignant reminder of the horrors of war and the resilience of the human
spirit.

The Curse of the Pharaohs

Origin of the Curse

The so-called "Curse of the Pharaohs" refers to the belief that anyone who disturbs the tombs of ancient
Egyptian pharaohs will face misfortune or death. This myth gained popularity after the discovery of King
Tutankhamun's tomb in 1922.



Notable Incidents

- Lord Carnarvon: The financial backer of the excavation, Lord Carnarvon, died shortly after the tomb's
discovery. His sudden death from an infected mosquito bite led to widespread speculation about the curse.
- Mysterious Deaths: Several others associated with the excavation also died under unusual circumstances,
including archaeologists and members of the expedition team.
- Scientific Explanation: While the curse captured public imagination, scientists suggest that exposure to
toxic mold or bacteria in the tombs could have contributed to some of the illnesses experienced by the
explorers.

The Disappearance of the Sodder Children

The Tragic Fire

On Christmas Eve in 1945, the Sodder family home in Fayetteville, West Virginia, was engulfed in flames. Five of
the Sodder children were believed to have perished in the fire, but the family was never able to recover their
remains.

Unanswered Questions

- Suspicious Circumstances: The family believed that their children may have been kidnapped rather than died in
the fire. Strange occurrences before the fire, like the sighting of a group of men near their home, fueled their
suspicions.
- Ongoing Search: Over the years, the Sodder parents pursued numerous leads and even erected a billboard with
the children’s pictures, urging anyone with information to come forward. Despite their efforts, the mystery of
the Sodder children's fate remains unsolved.
- Legacy: The case has become a topic of fascination, inspiring books, documentaries, and discussions about the
nature of loss and the lengths to which parents will go to find their children.

Conclusion

Throughout history, strange but true stories remind us of the unpredictability of life and the mysteries that
linger in our past. From the Great Emu War to the enigmatic fate of the Sodder children, these tales offer a
glimpse into the bizarre and often surreal experiences that shape our understanding of the world. As we
continue to explore history, we uncover not only facts but also the incredible stories that make up the fabric
of human experience. Whether they evoke laughter, wonder, or contemplation, these strange stories are an
integral part of our collective narrative.

Frequently Asked Questions

What unusual event occurred during the 1977 New York City blackout?
During the 1977 blackout, looting and arson broke out across the city, but it was also marked by a strange
phenomenon where numerous people reported a surge in crime, leading to an unexpected spike in births nine months
later, dubbed the 'blackout babies'.



Which historical figure famously survived being shot but later died from an
unrelated cause?
President Theodore Roosevelt was shot in the chest during a campaign speech in 1912 but continued to speak
for an hour before seeking medical attention. He survived the shooting but later died in 1919 from natural
causes.

What bizarre event led to the creation of the 'Dancing Plague' of 1518?
In July 1518, residents of Strasbourg (then part of the Holy Roman Empire) were struck by a sudden and
uncontrollable urge to dance. This 'Dancing Plague' caused dozens to dance for days without rest, leading to
injuries and even deaths from exhaustion.

How did a man named Charles Osborne hold the record for the longest
hiccuping fit?
Charles Osborne began hiccuping in 1922 and continued for 68 years, totaling around 430 million hiccups
before finally stopping in 1990. His condition was attributed to a fall that caused a complication in his
diaphragm.

What strange phenomenon occurred during the Great Emu War in Australia?
In 1932, Australian soldiers were deployed to combat an emu invasion that was destroying crops. The
military's efforts were so ineffective that the emus outsmarted them, leading to a comical defeat, and the 'war'
ended with the emus winning.

What odd legal case involved a man trying to sue a ghost?
In 1810, a man named John W. McCarty attempted to sue the ghost of a deceased individual, claiming that the
ghost had disturbed his peace. The court ultimately dismissed the case, setting a bizarre precedent in legal
history.
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