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The best way to learn is through asking questions. In this
assignment, | was directed to interview three “dasses” of people
in my field, from whom | can gain advice. To do this, | was
required to intendew a published professor, an upperclassman,
and a graduate student (teaching assistant), in the field that | am
studying at Chio State University.

Of the groups of people | was required to intenview, the
upperclassman was the easiest to find. Before coming to Ohio
State, | had known quite a few people who were older than me
and who went to Chio State. Many of these people were in my
major, and had offered to help me if | needed; of these people, |
found one who was in my field physics. It was dificult to find the

Student interview essay example essays serve as a significant tool for
understanding the experiences, motivations, and perspectives of students.
This type of essay not only allows writers to explore the background and
aspirations of their peers but also helps in developing essential skills such
as critical thinking, communication, and empathy. In this article, we will
delve into the components of an effective student interview essay, provide a
detailed example, and offer tips for conducting interviews and writing
compelling essays.

Understanding the Student Interview Essay

A student interview essay is a narrative that captures the essence of a
conversation with a fellow student. It typically includes:

- The background of the interviewee

- Key themes discussed during the interview

- Personal reflections and insights derived from the interview
- A conclusion summarizing the experience and its impact

This type of essay can vary in length and style, depending on the assignment



requirements and the subject matter. However, the core elements remain the
same: authenticity, clarity, and engagement.

Key Components of a Student Interview Essay

To create a successful student interview essay, consider the following
components:

1. Preparation: Research your interviewee’s background and interests.
Prepare open-ended questions that prompt thoughtful responses.

2. Conducting the Interview: Engage actively with your interviewee. Listen
attentively and be willing to ask follow-up questions based on their
responses.

3. Writing the Essay: Organize your findings into a coherent narrative.
Start with an introduction, followed by the body, and conclude with
reflections.

4. Editing and Revising: Review your essay for clarity, coherence, and
grammatical accuracy. Seek feedback from peers or instructors.

Example of a Student Interview Essay

To illustrate how to structure a student interview essay, the following
example is based on an imaginary interview with a student named Sarah
Thompson, a sophomore majoring in Environmental Science.

Introduction

In today’'s increasingly complex world, the importance of sustainability and
environmental awareness cannot be overstated. I recently had the opportunity
to interview Sarah Thompson, a sophomore at Green Valley University, who is
passionate about environmental science and sustainability. This conversation
not only provided insights into her academic journey but also highlighted her
commitment to making a difference in her community.

Background of the Interviewee

Sarah grew up in a small town surrounded by nature, where she developed a



deep appreciation for the environment. She described her childhood
experiences of hiking in the nearby forests and volunteering for local
conservation projects. This early exposure to nature played a crucial role in
shaping her career aspirations. Currently, she is an active member of the
university’s Environmental Club, where she collaborates with fellow students
to organize awareness campaigns and clean-up drives.

The Interview: Key Themes and Insights

During our conversation, several key themes emerged that shed light on
Sarah’s motivations and experiences:

1. Passion for the Environment

Sarah’s passion for environmental science is evident in her academic pursuits
and extracurricular activities. She shared, “I always felt a responsibility
to protect the environment. It’s not just about studying it; it’s about
taking action.” This sentiment resonates with many students today who feel
empowered to contribute to environmental conservation efforts.

2. Challenges Faced

Despite her enthusiasm, Sarah faces challenges in her academic journey. She
candidly spoke about the rigorous coursework and the pressure to maintain a
high GPA. “Sometimes, it feels overwhelming, especially when I see my peers
pursuing different majors with less stress,” she admitted. This insight
highlights the unique struggles faced by students in demanding fields like
environmental science.

3. The Importance of Community Engagement

Sarah emphasized the significance of community engagement in her studies. She
explained how her involvement in local environmental initiatives not only
enhances her understanding of sustainability but also allows her to connect
with like-minded individuals. “It’s about building a community of change-
makers,” she said, which reflects a growing trend among students to seek
connections beyond the classroom.

4. Future Aspirations

Looking ahead, Sarah has ambitious goals. She aspires to pursue a master’s
degree in Environmental Policy and hopes to work for a non-profit
organization focused on climate advocacy. “I want to be a voice for the
environment and influence policy changes,” she declared, demonstrating her
commitment to making a positive impact on the world.



Personal Reflections

Reflecting on my interview with Sarah, I was struck by her unwavering
dedication and passion for environmental science. It was inspiring to witness
how her personal experiences and academic pursuits align with her future
aspirations. The conversation reinforced my belief in the importance of
student voices in addressing global challenges like climate change and
sustainability.

Furthermore, Sarah’s candidness about her struggles serves as a reminder that
even passionate students face obstacles. This realization fosters a sense of
empathy and understanding among peers, encouraging a supportive community
where students can thrive together.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the student interview essay serves as a vital tool for
exploring the experiences and aspirations of fellow students. Through my
conversation with Sarah Thompson, I gained valuable insights into the
challenges and triumphs faced by students in demanding fields like
environmental science. As we navigate our academic journeys, it is essential
to share our stories, learn from one another, and build a community that
empowers us to make a difference.

By conducting interviews and crafting thoughtful essays, we not only enhance
our writing skills but also deepen our understanding of the diverse
perspectives that shape our educational experiences. The stories we share can
inspire others and serve as a catalyst for change, reminding us that each
student has a unique narrative worth telling.

Tips for Conducting Interviews and Writing
Essays

Here are some practical tips for conducting interviews and writing student
interview essays:

Conducting Effective Interviews

- Choose the Right Interviewee: Select someone whose experiences or insights
align with the topic you wish to explore.

- Prepare Open-Ended Questions: Formulate questions that encourage detailed
responses rather than simple yes or no answers.

- Create a Comfortable Environment: Conduct the interview in a relaxed
setting where the interviewee feels at ease sharing their thoughts.



- Listen Actively: Pay close attention to the interviewee'’s responses and ask
follow-up questions to delve deeper into their experiences.

Writing a Compelling Essay

- Craft a Strong Introduction: Hook your reader with an engaging opening that
introduces the interviewee and sets the context for the essay.

- Organize Your Thoughts: Use clear headings and subheadings to structure
your essay, making it easy for readers to follow your narrative.

- Include Direct Quotes: Incorporate quotes from the interviewee to add
authenticity and depth to your essay.

- Reflect on the Experience: Share your personal insights and reflections at
the end to provide a closing perspective on the interview.

By following these guidelines, you can create an informative and engaging
student interview essay that not only showcases your writing skills but also
highlights the incredible stories of your fellow students.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a student interview essay?

A student interview essay is a written piece that presents the insights and
experiences gathered from interviewing a student. It typically explores their
background, academic journey, and personal reflections.

How do I structure a student interview essay?

A student interview essay can be structured with an introduction, body
paragraphs detailing the interview content, and a conclusion that reflects on
the findings or insights gained from the interview.

What are some good questions to ask during a student
interview?

Some good questions include: 'What motivated you to choose your field of
study?', 'What challenges have you faced in your academic journey?', and 'How
do you balance schoolwork and personal life?'

Why is it important to include personal reflections
in a student interview essay?

Including personal reflections provides depth to the essay, allowing readers
to understand the interviewer's perspective and the significance of the
interviewee's experiences.



What should I avoid when writing a student interview
essay?

Avoid making assumptions about the interviewee's experiences, using overly
complex language, or including irrelevant information that detracts from the
main focus of the interview.

Can a student interview essay be used for college
applications?

Yes, a well-written student interview essay can showcase a student's
communication skills, personal growth, and critical thinking, making it a
valuable addition to a college application portfolio.

How long should a student interview essay be?

The length of a student interview essay can vary, but it typically ranges
from 500 to 1500 words, depending on the assignment's requirements or the
depth of the interview.

What are some examples of themes to explore in a
student interview essay?

Themes can include resilience, the impact of mentorship, cultural influences
on education, personal growth, and the role of extracurricular activities in
shaping a student's experience.
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