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The Sullair 185 air compressor is a versatile and reliable piece of equipment
designed for a variety of applications, including construction, mining, and
industrial uses. This article serves as a comprehensive guide to the Sullair
185 Operators Manual, outlining its key features, operational instructions,
maintenance guidelines, troubleshooting tips, and safety precautions.
Understanding how to properly operate and maintain your Sullair 185
compressor is crucial for maximizing efficiency and extending the life of the
machine.



Overview of the Sullair 185 Air Compressor

The Sullair 185 is a portable air compressor that delivers up to 185 cubic
feet per minute (CFM) of compressed air at a maximum pressure of 100 psi. It
is powered by a reliable diesel engine, making it suitable for remote
locations and job sites without easy access to electricity.

Key Features

- Portable Design: Equipped with a robust frame and wheels, the Sullair 185
is easy to transport across rugged terrain.
- Durable Construction: Built with high-quality materials, the compressor is
designed to withstand harsh working conditions.
- User-Friendly Controls: The control panel features intuitive gauges and
switches for easy operation.
- Fuel Efficiency: Engineered for optimal fuel consumption, reducing
operational costs.
- Versatile Applications: Ideal for powering pneumatic tools, sandblasting,
and other air-driven equipment.

Operating Instructions

Operating the Sullair 185 compressor requires an understanding of its
components and functions. Follow these steps to ensure proper use:

Pre-Operational Checks

Before starting the compressor, it is essential to perform a series of
checks:

1. Check Oil Level: Ensure that the engine oil is at the appropriate level.
2. Inspect Fuel Level: Verify that there is enough diesel fuel in the tank.
3. Examine Air Filters: Ensure that air filters are clean and not obstructed.
4. Inspect Hoses and Connections: Look for any signs of wear or damage.
5. Check for Leaks: Inspect the compressor for fuel, oil, or air leaks.

Starting the Compressor

1. Set the Controls: Ensure that the throttle lever is in the "idle"
position.
2. Turn On the Fuel Valve: Open the fuel valve to allow fuel to flow to the
engine.



3. Engage the Starter: Turn the ignition key to start the engine. Release the
key once the engine is running.
4. Adjust the Throttle: Gradually increase the throttle to the desired
operating speed.

Operating the Compressor

- Monitor Gauges: Regularly check the pressure and temperature gauges during
operation.
- Connect Tools: Attach pneumatic tools securely to the air hose.
- Maintain Distance: Keep a safe distance from the compressor while in
operation to avoid noise and heat hazards.

Maintenance Guidelines

Regular maintenance is critical to ensuring the longevity and efficiency of
the Sullair 185. Follow these maintenance guidelines:

Daily Maintenance

- Check Fluid Levels: Verify levels of engine oil, coolant, and fuel.
- Inspect Filters: Clean or replace air and fuel filters as necessary.
- Examine Hoses and Belts: Look for signs of wear, tension, or damage.

Weekly Maintenance

- Change Engine Oil: Replace engine oil and oil filters as recommended in the
manual.
- Drain Water from Tank: Regularly drain water from the air tank to prevent
corrosion.
- Inspect Electrical Connections: Check battery terminals and wiring for
corrosion or damage.

Monthly Maintenance

- Inspect the Compressor: Conduct a thorough visual inspection of the entire
unit.
- Check Tire Pressure: Ensure that tires are properly inflated for safe
transport.
- Test Safety Features: Verify that all safety devices, including pressure
relief valves, are functioning correctly.



Troubleshooting Tips

In the event of operational issues, refer to the following troubleshooting
tips:

Common Issues and Solutions

- Engine Won't Start:
- Check fuel level and make sure the fuel valve is open.
- Inspect the battery connections and charge if necessary.

- Low Air Pressure:
- Ensure that the compressor is not overloaded with tools.
- Check for air leaks in hoses or fittings.

- Overheating:
- Inspect coolant levels and top off if necessary.
- Ensure that air intake and exhaust paths are unobstructed.

- Excessive Noise:
- Check for loose components or damaged parts.
- Ensure the unit is on a stable surface to minimize vibrations.

Safety Precautions

Safety is paramount when operating the Sullair 185 compressor. Follow these
safety precautions to prevent accidents and injuries:

General Safety Guidelines

- Read the Manual: Familiarize yourself with the operators manual and safety
instructions before use.
- Wear Protective Gear: Always wear appropriate personal protective equipment
(PPE), including safety goggles, gloves, and hearing protection.
- Maintain a Clean Work Area: Keep the area around the compressor clear of
debris and obstacles.
- Do Not Overload: Avoid exceeding the compressor's rated capacity to prevent
damage and ensure safe operation.

Emergency Procedures

- Know Emergency Shutoff: Familiarize yourself with the emergency shutoff



switch and its location.
- Have a Fire Extinguisher Nearby: Always keep a fire extinguisher rated for
flammable liquids accessible.
- Report Hazards Immediately: Notify a supervisor of any unsafe conditions or
equipment malfunctions.

Conclusion

The Sullair 185 air compressor is an invaluable tool for various industrial
applications. Understanding and following the operators manual is crucial for
safe operation, efficient performance, and long-term reliability. Regular
maintenance, proper usage, and adherence to safety guidelines will help
ensure that the Sullair 185 remains a dependable asset in your equipment
inventory. By taking the time to familiarize yourself with the machine, you
can optimize its performance and extend its lifespan, ultimately enhancing
productivity on the job site.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of the Sullair 185 air
compressor?
The Sullair 185 air compressor is primarily used for providing compressed air
for various applications, including construction, sandblasting, and powering
pneumatic tools.

Where can I find the Sullair 185 operators manual?
The Sullair 185 operators manual can typically be found on the official
Sullair website under the 'Support' or 'Resources' section, or you can
request a physical copy from an authorized Sullair dealer.

What are some key maintenance tips found in the
Sullair 185 operators manual?
Key maintenance tips include regularly checking and changing the oil,
inspecting the air filters, ensuring the safety valves are functioning, and
monitoring for any unusual noises or vibrations during operation.

Does the Sullair 185 operators manual include safety
precautions?
Yes, the Sullair 185 operators manual includes essential safety precautions
such as wearing appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE), ensuring
proper ventilation, and following lockout/tagout procedures during
maintenance.



What troubleshooting steps are mentioned in the
Sullair 185 operators manual?
The troubleshooting section of the Sullair 185 operators manual includes
steps for diagnosing common issues such as loss of pressure, excessive noise,
and failure to start, along with recommended corrective actions.
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