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Study Guide by Chapters to The Pigman

The Pigman, written by Paul Zindel, is a poignant novel that explores themes
of friendship, loss, and the impact of adult relationships on adolescents.
The story revolves around two high school students, John Conlan and Lorraine
Jensen, who form an unlikely friendship with a lonely old man named Angelo
Pignati, or "The Pigman." This study guide will provide a comprehensive
breakdown of the novel, chapter by chapter, highlighting key events, themes,
and character development to enhance understanding and appreciation of the
text.



Chapter 1: Introducing the Characters

In the opening chapter, we are introduced to John Conlan and Lorraine Jensen,
two teenagers who are narrating the story.

- John: A rebellious and charismatic boy who often feels misunderstood at
home and school.

- Lorraine: A more introspective girl who struggles with her self-esteem and
has a complicated relationship with her mother.

The chapter sets the tone for the book, revealing the pair’s discontent with
their lives and hinting at their eventual friendship with Mr. Pignati.

Key Themes

1. Teen Alienation: Both characters feel disconnected from their peers and
family.
2. Friendship: The foundation for their bond begins to form early on.

Chapter 2: The Phone Call

In this chapter, John and Lorraine decide to prank call an elderly man, which
leads them to Angelo Pignati. They discover that he is kind-hearted and
somewhat lonely, setting the stage for their relationship.

Character Development

- Angelo Pignati: Introduced as a warm, eccentric man who enjoys talking
about his late wife, which reveals his vulnerability.

Key Themes

1. Loneliness: The chapter emphasizes Mr. Pignati's isolation.
2. Consequences of Actions: The prank call foreshadows the deeper connections
they will form.

Chapter 3: The First Visit

John and Lorraine visit Mr. Pignati for the first time. They are surprised by
his welcoming demeanor and the peculiarities of his home.



- The Pigman’s Collection: His collection of pig figurines symbolizes his
love for his late wife and his own childlike nature.

Character Dynamics

- John and Lorraine's Relationship: Their bond deepens as they share this
experience, showcasing their growth as they step outside their comfort zones.

Chapter 4: A Growing Friendship

As John and Lorraine continue visiting Mr. Pignati, they develop a genuine
friendship. He introduces them to his world, filled with stories and
memories.

Key Events

1. The Zoo Trip: Mr. Pignati takes John and Lorraine to the zoo, highlighting
his youthful spirit.

2. Symbolism of the Zoo: The zoo represents freedom and escape for all three
characters.

Character Insights

- Mr. Pignati: His kindness contrasts sharply with the neglect the teenagers
feel from their parents.

Chapter 5: Conflict with Parents

Both John and Lorraine face conflict with their parents, which drives them
closer to Mr. Pignati. Their home lives are depicted as oppressive and
uninspiring.

Key Themes

1. Parental Influence: The neglect and misunderstanding from their parents
create a void that Mr. Pignati fills.
2. Rebellion: John’s rebellion against authority is emphasized.



Chapter 6: The Party

John and Lorraine decide to throw a party at Mr. Pignati’s house without his
knowledge. This decision marks a turning point in their relationship with
him.

Consequences of Actions

- Chaos and Destruction: The party leads to unintended consequences,
including the destruction of Mr. Pignati’s cherished pig collection.

Character Development

- Moral Conflict: John and Lorraine grapple with the morality of their
actions and face guilt as a result.

Chapter 7: The Aftermath

The aftermath of the party reveals the true nature of the teenagers' motives
and the consequences of their actions on Mr. Pignati.

Key Events

1. Confrontation: Mr. Pignati confronts them about the damage, leading to a
deep sense of regret among John and Lorraine.

2. Reevaluation of Friendship: They begin to understand the significance of
their friendship with Mr. Pignati.

Character Insights

- Growth: The experience serves as a catalyst for personal growth for both
John and Lorraine.

Chapter 8: The Hospital Visit

As Mr. Pignati’s health declines, John and Lorraine visit him in the
hospital. This chapter serves as a poignant moment of realization for the
teenagers.



Key Themes

1. Mortality: The reality of aging and illness becomes apparent to John and
Lorraine.

2. Regret and Redemption: They reflect on their previous actions and their
impact on Mr. Pignati.

Chapter 9: The Climax

The climax of the story revolves around Mr. Pignati's death. John and
Lorraine are faced with the harsh reality of loss and the fragility of life.

Character Reactions

- John’'s Anger: He lashes out, struggling to cope with the loss.
- Lorraine’s Sadness: She mourns not just the loss of Mr. Pignati, but also
the innocence of their friendship.

Chapter 10: Moving Forward

In the final chapter, John and Lorraine reflect on their experiences and the
impact Mr. Pignati had on their lives. They come to terms with their grief
and the lessons learned.

Key Themes

1. Acceptance: They learn to accept loss and the changes it brings.
2. Enduring Friendship: Their bond is strengthened despite the tragedy.

Character Growth

- Maturity: Both characters emerge more mature, understanding the
complexities of relationships and the importance of connection.

Conclusion: The Legacy of The Pigman

The Pigman serves as a powerful narrative about the bonds between
individuals, the pain of loss, and the complexities of young adulthood. John



and Lorraine’s relationship with Mr. Pignati highlights the importance of
friendship and the profound impact one person can have on another’s life.
Through this study guide, readers can gain a deeper understanding of the
characters, themes, and lessons embedded in Zindel’s poignant tale, enriching
their reading experience and appreciation for this classic novel.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Chapter 1 in 'The Pigman'?

The main theme revolves around the introduction of the characters John and
Lorraine, their friendship, and their troubled family lives.

How does the relationship between John and Lorraine
develop throughout the chapters?

Their relationship evolves from a friendship based on shared experiences and
mutual understanding to deeper emotional connections as they navigate their
personal struggles.

What role does the character of Mr. Pignati play in
the story?

Mr. Pignati serves as a father figure for both John and Lorraine, providing
them with a sense of belonging and understanding that they lack in their own
homes.

What is the significance of the title 'The Pigman'?

The title refers to Mr. Pignati, who is affectionately called 'The Pigman'
due to his love for pigs and his collection of pig figurines, symbolizing his
quirky yet endearing personality.

How do John and Lorraine's home lives influence
their actions in the story?

Both characters come from dysfunctional families, which leads them to seek
solace in their friendship and in their relationship with Mr. Pignati,
highlighting their desire for acceptance and love.

What major event occurs in Chapter 8 that impacts
the characters significantly?

In Chapter 8, the tragic death of Mr. Pignati occurs, which profoundly
affects both John and Lorraine, forcing them to confront their feelings of
loss and guilt.



What does the rollercoaster symbolize in 'The
Pigman'?

The rollercoaster symbolizes the ups and downs of life and the emotional
rollercoaster that John and Lorraine experience in their relationship and
personal lives.

How is the concept of friendship portrayed in the
book?

Friendship is portrayed as a source of strength and support for John and
Lorraine amid their personal challenges, highlighting its importance in
coping with life's difficulties.

What lessons do John and Lorraine learn by the end
of the novel?

By the end of the novel, John and Lorraine learn about the complexities of
life, the consequences of their actions, and the importance of cherishing
relationships.

How does the author use foreshadowing in 'The
Pigman'?

The author employs foreshadowing through various hints and subtle clues about
the impending tragedy, creating a sense of tension and anticipation
throughout the narrative.
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