
St Louis Haunted History

St. Louis haunted history is as rich and diverse as the city itself, weaving
tales of the macabre and the supernatural through its streets, buildings, and
landmarks. Founded in 1764, St. Louis has witnessed centuries of growth,
conflict, and change, creating an environment ripe for ghostly encounters and
eerie tales. This article delves into the haunted history of St. Louis,
exploring its most famous haunted locations, the stories behind them, and the
cultural significance of these spectral tales.



Famous Haunted Locations in St. Louis

St. Louis is home to numerous haunted sites, each with its own unique history
and ghostly legends. Here are some of the most notable haunted locations:

1. The Lemp Mansion

- History: Once the home of the Lemp family, this mansion is notorious for
the tragic fates that befell its inhabitants. The Lemp Brewery was one of the
largest breweries in the 19th century, but after a series of personal and
financial tragedies, including suicides and deaths, the mansion became a
chilling symbol of the family's decline.
- Ghostly Encounters: Visitors and staff have reported seeing apparitions of
Lemp family members, strange noises, and unexplained cold spots. The most
frequently seen ghost is that of William Lemp, the family's patriarch, who is
said to roam the halls, still tied to the home he loved.

2. The St. Louis Catacombs

- History: Beneath the city lies a series of catacombs dating back to the
19th century. Originally intended for burials and storage, these tunnels have
since become a site of mystery and intrigue.
- Ghostly Encounters: Urban explorers have reported feelings of being
watched, eerie sounds echoing through the tunnels, and sightings of shadowy
figures. The catacombs are often associated with local legends of restless
souls seeking peace.

3. The Fox Theatre

- History: Built in 1929, the Fox Theatre has hosted countless performances
and events. However, it is also said to be haunted by a ghostly presence.
- Ghostly Encounters: Staff and patrons have reported ghostly apparitions,
particularly a woman in a white dress who is believed to be a former
performer. Many have witnessed strange happenings such as flickering lights
and unexplained footsteps.

4. The Old Courthouse

- History: The site of the famous Dred Scott case, the Old Courthouse is
steeped in legal and social history. Completed in 1864, it has seen many
landmark decisions and significant events.
- Ghostly Encounters: Visitors have reported cold breezes, voices echoing in



empty halls, and sightings of a spectral figure believed to be a former
judge. The courthouse is often featured in ghost tours, emphasizing its
haunted reputation.

Local Legends and Folklore

St. Louis is rich in legends and folklore that contribute to its haunted
history. These tales often reflect the city's past and the experiences of its
residents.

1. The Ghost of St. Louis University

- Legend: St. Louis University, founded in 1818, is said to be haunted by the
ghost of a former student who tragically died on campus. The tale goes that
she roams the halls, searching for her lost love.
- Sightings: Students and faculty have reported strange occurrences, such as
moving objects, cold drafts, and even the faint sound of a woman crying.

2. The Curse of the St. Louis Arch

- Legend: The Gateway Arch, a symbol of St. Louis, carries its own ghostly
lore. Some believe that the construction of the arch disturbed the spirits of
those buried in the area.
- Sightings: Visitors have claimed to feel an unsettling presence near the
arch, particularly at night, with some reporting shadowy figures lurking
nearby.

3. The Haunted History of the City Cemetery

- Legend: The City Cemetery is home to some of St. Louis's earliest settlers
and notable figures. It is believed that many spirits linger in the area,
drawn to their final resting place.
- Sightings: Ghost tours often recount tales of apparitions, unexplained
noises, and flickering lights among the gravestones, making it a popular spot
for those seeking a glimpse into the supernatural.

The Cultural Significance of Haunted History

The haunted history of St. Louis is not just a collection of ghost stories;
it plays a significant role in the cultural identity of the city. These tales
connect residents to their past, fostering a sense of community and shared



experience.

1. Ghost Tours and Tourism

- Overview: St. Louis offers a variety of ghost tours that attract both
locals and tourists. These tours provide an entertaining way to explore the
city's haunted history while educating participants about its historical
significance.
- Popular Tours:
- Lemp Mansion Tours: Explore the infamous mansion and hear chilling tales of
the Lemp family.
- Old Courthouse Ghost Tours: Discover the eerie happenings at one of the
city's most historic sites.
- Catacombs Exploration: A guided tour through the dark tunnels beneath the
city.

2. Festivals and Events

- Overview: The haunted history of St. Louis is celebrated through various
festivals and events, particularly around Halloween. These events often
feature storytelling, reenactments, and themed activities.
- Notable Events:
- Haunted House Tours: Local haunted houses open their doors to thrill-
seekers and those interested in the supernatural.
- Ghost Storytelling Nights: Libraries and community centers host events
where local storytellers share ghostly tales.

Conclusion

In summary, St. Louis haunted history is a captivating tapestry of tales that
intertwine the city's past with the supernatural. From the tragic fates of
the Lemp family in their former mansion to the ghostly figures that haunt the
halls of St. Louis University, these stories serve as a reminder of the lives
lived and lost in this vibrant city. The haunted locations and local legends
not only entertain but also preserve the rich history and culture of St.
Louis, allowing residents and visitors alike to connect with the past in a
uniquely eerie way. Whether you're a believer or a skeptic, the haunted
history of St. Louis offers a thrilling glimpse into the spectral side of the
city's heritage.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are some of the most haunted locations in St.
Louis?
Some of the most haunted locations in St. Louis include the Lemp Mansion, the
Old Courthouse, the St. Louis Cathedral, and the Missouri State Penitentiary.

What is the story behind the haunting of Lemp
Mansion?
Lemp Mansion is notorious for its tragic history involving the Lemp family,
whose members faced numerous personal tragedies, including suicides. Many
believe that the spirits of the Lemp family still haunt the mansion, which is
now a restaurant and inn.

Are there any ghost tours available in St. Louis?
Yes, there are several ghost tours available in St. Louis, including guided
walking tours that explore haunted sites, historical landmarks, and local
legends related to the city's haunted history.

What role did the Old Courthouse play in St. Louis'
haunted history?
The Old Courthouse is known for its ghostly sightings and eerie occurrences,
believed to be tied to its history as a site for significant trials,
including the famous Dred Scott case. Visitors have reported hearing
unexplained noises and feeling cold spots.

Is the Missouri State Penitentiary really haunted?
Yes, the Missouri State Penitentiary is often cited as one of the most
haunted locations in the U.S. Visitors have reported strange sounds, ghostly
apparitions, and an overwhelming feeling of unease, attributed to its dark
history of violence and executions.

What can visitors expect on a haunted history tour
in St. Louis?
Visitors on a haunted history tour in St. Louis can expect to hear chilling
stories about the city's past, explore haunted sites, and possibly encounter
paranormal activity, all while learning about the historical context of these
locations.
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