
St Louis Cemetery No 1 Self Guided Tour

St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 Self Guided Tour is an unforgettable journey through
one of New Orleans' most historic and iconic burial grounds. Established in
1789, this cemetery is the oldest in the city and one of the oldest in the
United States. Its unique above-ground tombs and rich history reflect the
cultural heritage of New Orleans, making it a must-visit destination for both
tourists and locals alike. In this article, we will explore the features of
the cemetery, notable graves, tips for a self-guided tour, and the
significance of the site in New Orleans' history.

History of St. Louis Cemetery No. 1

St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 was founded in the late 18th century and has served
as a final resting place for many notable figures in New Orleans' history.
The cemetery's design is a reflection of the city's unique burial practices,
which arose from the challenges posed by the region's high water table.
Instead of traditional burials, the deceased are placed in above-ground
tombs, a practice that has become synonymous with New Orleans.

The cemetery is divided into several sections, each featuring a variety of
burial styles, including family tombs, mausoleums, and smaller individual
graves. The use of limestone and brick in the construction of the tombs adds
to the cemetery's distinctive visual appeal.

Notable Graves and Features

St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 is home to numerous notable figures, making it a
site of significant historical interest. Here are some of the most prominent
graves and features you should look out for during your self-guided tour:



Marie Laveau

Perhaps the most famous resident of St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 is Marie Laveau,
the legendary voodoo queen of New Orleans. Her grave attracts visitors from
all over the world, many of whom come to pay their respects and leave
offerings. The tomb itself is adorned with X marks, a tradition that
symbolizes a wish or prayer. Many visitors also leave items like coins,
flowers, and trinkets as gestures of gratitude or requests for favors.

Other Notable Figures

In addition to Marie Laveau, several other prominent individuals are interred
in St. Louis Cemetery No. 1, including:

- Paul Morphy: A chess prodigy and one of the greatest players of the 19th
century.
- Etienne de Boré: The first mayor of New Orleans and a prominent figure in
the sugar industry.
- Bernard de Marigny: A wealthy landowner and one of the city's earliest
settlers.

Architectural Features

The architectural style of St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 is a blend of French,
Spanish, and American influences. The elaborate designs of the tombs and
mausoleums reflect the artistic expression of the time. Look for unique
features such as:

- Gothic-style mausoleums: Intricate carvings and ornate details.
- Family tombs: Many tombs are built to accommodate multiple generations.
- Ironwork gates and fences: Beautifully crafted entrances that add to the
cemetery's charm.

Planning Your Self-Guided Tour

Exploring St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 on a self-guided tour allows you to set
your own pace and discover the cemetery's history at your leisure. Here are
some tips to help you make the most of your visit:

Getting There

St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 is located at 425 Basin Street, just a short
distance from the French Quarter. You can easily reach the cemetery by
walking, taking a taxi, or using a ride-sharing service.

Hours of Operation

The cemetery is open to visitors daily, but it is essential to check the



current hours before your visit, as they may vary. Generally, the cemetery
opens around 8:00 AM and closes at 3:30 PM, but it is advisable to arrive
well before closing time.

Admission Fees

While entry to St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 was once free, a small admission fee
has been implemented to help maintain the site. Fees typically range from $5
to $10, and this can be paid at the entrance. Be sure to carry cash, as card
payments may not be accepted.

Guided vs. Self-Guided Tours

Although self-guided tours are popular, consider joining a guided tour if you
prefer a more structured experience. Guided tours provide insights and
stories that you might miss on your own. However, if you choose the self-
guided option, be sure to bring a map or download an app that details the
cemetery's layout and notable graves.

Preparation and What to Bring

To ensure a comfortable visit, consider the following tips:

- Wear comfortable shoes: The cemetery's uneven terrain requires sturdy
footwear.
- Bring water: Stay hydrated, especially during the warmer months.
- Respect the site: Remember that this is a sacred place. Be quiet and
respectful of those paying their respects.
- Photography: While photography is allowed, avoid using flash, and be
mindful of the privacy of others.

Significance of St. Louis Cemetery No. 1

St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 is not just a burial ground; it is a cultural
landmark that reflects the history and spirit of New Orleans. The cemetery
tells the stories of the people who lived in the city, their customs, and
their beliefs. The unique burial practices and the presence of voodoo
traditions add layers of intrigue and mystique to the site.

The cemetery is also a reminder of the city's multicultural heritage,
showcasing the influence of various immigrant groups, including the French,
Spanish, and African communities. This blend of cultures has shaped New
Orleans into the vibrant city it is today.

Conclusion

A self-guided tour of St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 offers a unique opportunity to
immerse yourself in the rich history and cultural significance of New



Orleans. From the legendary Marie Laveau to the stunning architectural
features of the tombs, each element of the cemetery tells a story worth
exploring. Whether you are a history buff, a curious traveler, or someone
seeking a deeper understanding of New Orleans' past, this cemetery is a
poignant reminder of the lives that came before us. Take the time to explore,
reflect, and appreciate this remarkable site during your visit to the Big
Easy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 known for?
St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 is known for its historic above-ground burial tombs,
unique architecture, and being the final resting place of many notable
figures, including voodoo queen Marie Laveau.

How much does it cost to visit St. Louis Cemetery No.
1?
As of October 2023, there is a fee for guided tours, but self-guided tours
are often free, though donations to the cemetery may be appreciated.

Are there specific hours of operation for St. Louis
Cemetery No. 1?
Yes, St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 is typically open from 8 AM to 4 PM, but it's
recommended to check ahead for any changes.

What should I wear for a self-guided tour of St.
Louis Cemetery No. 1?
Comfortable walking shoes and weather-appropriate clothing are recommended,
as the cemetery involves a lot of walking on uneven surfaces.

Can I take photographs during my self-guided tour?
Yes, photography is generally allowed, but visitors should be respectful of
the site and its significance.

Are there any rules or etiquette to follow while
visiting St. Louis Cemetery No. 1?
Visitors should be respectful, avoid climbing on tombs, and refrain from
disturbing any memorials or graves.

Is it safe to visit St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 alone?
While many visitors go alone, it's advisable to stay aware of your
surroundings and consider visiting during daylight hours for safety.

How do I get to St. Louis Cemetery No. 1?
St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 is located at 425 Basin Street in New Orleans and
can be reached by car, public transportation, or on foot from nearby



attractions.

What is the significance of Marie Laveau's tomb?
Marie Laveau is a famous voodoo priestess, and her tomb is a popular site
where visitors often leave offerings in hopes of receiving her blessings.

Can I find a map for a self-guided tour of St. Louis
Cemetery No. 1?
Yes, maps are often available online or at the entrance of the cemetery,
guiding visitors to notable graves and points of interest.
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Explore the rich history of St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 with our self-guided tour. Uncover fascinating
stories and hidden gems. Learn more about this iconic landmark!
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