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Star Trek timelines guide is essential for fans and newcomers alike to navigate the vast and intricate
universe of Star Trek. The franchise, which began with the original television series in 1966, has
expanded into multiple series, films, novels, and comics, each contributing to a complex web of
timelines. This guide will explore the major timelines, key events, and character arcs within the Star

Trek universe, providing a comprehensive overview for enthusiasts and casual viewers.

Understanding the Star Trek Universe

The Star Trek franchise is built on a foundation of exploration, social commentary, and science fiction.
It presents a future where humanity has overcome many of its flaws and works alongside diverse alien
species. However, the timeline of Star Trek is not linear; it includes various series and films that take

place across different periods, often leading to confusion.

This guide will break down the timelines into three main categories:



1. Prime Timeline
2. Kelvin Timeline

3. Alternate Timelines

The Prime Timeline

The Prime Timeline is considered the original continuity of the Star Trek universe. It encompasses the
events depicted in the original series and its subsequent spin-offs and films. The timeline can be

divided into several key eras:

1. The 22nd Century

- Star Trek: Enterprise (2001-2005): This series focuses on the early days of space exploration,
featuring Captain Jonathan Archer and the crew of the USS Enterprise (NX-01). It delves into the
founding of the United Federation of Planets and humanity's first encounters with key alien species,

including the Vulcans and Andorians.

2. The 23rd Century

- Star Trek: The Original Series (1966-1969): Following Captain James T. Kirk and the crew of the
USS Enterprise (NCC-1701), this era introduces iconic characters like Spock, Leonard McCoy, and

others. The series establishes many of the franchise's core themes and lore.

- Star Trek: The Animated Series (1973-1974): Continuing the adventures of the original crew, this

animated series expands on the stories and characters from The Original Series.

- Star Trek: The Motion Picture (1979) to Star Trek VI: The Undiscovered Country (1991): These films



explore the continued adventures of the original crew and their transition into the 24th century.

3. The 24th Century

- Star Trek: The Next Generation (1987-1994): Set approximately 100 years after The Original Series,
this series follows Captain Jean-Luc Picard and the crew of the USS Enterprise (NCC-1701-D). It
introduces new characters and explores complex themes such as diplomacy, ethics, and the nature of

existence.

- Star Trek: Deep Space Nine (1993-1999): This series takes place on a space station near a strategic
wormhole. It features a more serialized storytelling approach, focusing on political intrigue, war, and

the effects of the Dominion War.

- Star Trek: Voyager (1995-2001): Following the USS Voyager as it becomes stranded in the Delta

Quadrant, this series emphasizes themes of survival and cooperation with various alien species.

- Star Trek: Enterprise (2001-2005): Though set in the 22nd century, it is crucial for understanding the

events leading up to the formation of the Federation.

- Star Trek: Picard (2020-2023): Set in the late 24th century, this series follows the retired Admiral

Jean-Luc Picard as he embarks on a new adventure that ties back to his past in The Next Generation.

The Kelvin Timeline

The Kelvin Timeline was established by the 2009 film "Star Trek," which reimagined the original series'
characters and events through an alternate lens. This timeline diverges from the Prime Timeline due to

the time travel of the character Nero, who alters key events.



Key Films in the Kelvin Timeline

1. Star Trek (2009): This film introduces a younger cast portraying classic characters, including Chris
Pine as Captain James T. Kirk and Zachary Quinto as Spock. The film depicts the formation of the

USS Enterprise and its first mission.

2. Star Trek Into Darkness (2013): Continuing the adventures of the crew, the film explores themes of

loyalty and betrayal, particularly through the character of Khan Noonien Singh.

3. Star Trek Beyond (2016): This installment takes the crew on a new adventure into uncharted space,

emphasizing teamwork and camaraderie.

The Kelvin Timeline is distinct from the Prime Timeline, showcasing a more action-oriented approach

while still paying homage to the core principles of Star Trek.

Alternate Timelines and Universes

In addition to the Prime and Kelvin timelines, Star Trek has explored alternate timelines and universes,

often through the use of time travel or parallel dimensions.

Notable Examples

- Star Trek: The Original Series - "Mirror, Mirror": This classic episode introduces the Mirror Universe,
where characters are portrayed as darker and more ruthless versions of themselves. This alternate

universe has been revisited in various series, including Star Trek: Deep Space Nine.

- Star Trek: Discovery (2017-present): While primarily set in the Prime Timeline, Discovery explores

the concept of time travel and alternate realities, especially in its later seasons. The series also



introduces the concept of the "Red Angel" and the multiverse.

Understanding the Timeline Complexity

The complexity of Star Trek timelines can be overwhelming, especially for newcomers. Here are some

tips to help navigate the various series and films:

1. Start with the Original Series

For those new to Star Trek, starting with the original series is often recommended. It establishes the

foundational characters and themes that resonate throughout the franchise.

2. Explore the Spin-offs

After the original series, watching the spin-offs in chronological order can provide a better

understanding of the evolving universe. The recommended order includes:

- Star Trek: The Next Generation
- Star Trek: Deep Space Nine
- Star Trek: Voyager

- Star Trek: Enterprise

3. Familiarize Yourself with Key Events

Understanding significant events, such as the formation of the United Federation of Planets, the

Klingon War, and the Dominion War, will enrich your viewing experience.



4. Keep Track of the Kelvin Timeline

For fans interested in the alternate Kelvin Timeline, watching the three films will give insight into how

the original characters were reimagined.

5. Engage with Fan Communities

Joining fan communities, both online and offline, can enhance your understanding. Fans often discuss

theories, timelines, and character arcs, providing deeper insights into the universe.

Conclusion

The Star Trek timelines guide serves as a valuable resource for navigating the intricate and expansive
universe of Star Trek. With the Prime Timeline, Kelvin Timeline, and various alternate realities, fans
have a rich tapestry of stories to explore. By understanding the key series, films, and events, viewers
can fully appreciate the depth and complexity of the Star Trek saga. Whether you are a seasoned fan
or a newcomer, the journey through the stars is filled with adventure, discovery, and the enduring

quest for knowledge that defines Star Trek.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main timelines in the Star Trek universe?

The main timelines in the Star Trek universe include the Prime Timeline, the Kelvin Timeline, and

alternate realities explored in various series and films.



How does the Kelvin Timeline differ from the Prime Timeline?

The Kelvin Timeline diverges from the Prime Timeline due to the events of the 2009 Star Trek film,
where a time-traveling Romulan creates an alternate reality, leading to different character arcs and

events.

What is the significance of 'Star Trek: Discovery' in the timeline?

'Star Trek: Discovery' is set in the Prime Timeline but explores events occurring roughly ten years

before the original series, and later jumps to the far future, significantly expanding the timeline's scope.

Which Star Trek series explore alternate timelines?

Several series explore alternate timelines, including 'Star Trek: The Original Series' (with episodes like
'‘Mirror, Mirror'), 'Star Trek: Deep Space Nine' (with "The Visitor'), and 'Star Trek: Picard' (with its

exploration of timelines and realities).

What role does time travel play in Star Trek timelines?

Time travel is a recurring theme in Star Trek, often used to explore alternate realities, correct past

mistakes, or introduce new conflicts, significantly impacting the overall narrative and timelines.

How are timelines affected by the events in 'Star Trek: Picard'?

'Star Trek: Picard' introduces new complexities to the timeline by revealing the consequences of past

events on the Federation and introducing the idea of synthetic life, which alters future events.

What is the 'Temporal Cold War' and its impact on timelines?

The Temporal Cold War is a storyline in 'Star Trek: Enterprise' where different factions from various

timelines manipulate events in the past, leading to significant alterations in the timeline and its history.

How does fan fiction explore Star Trek timelines?

Fan fiction often delves into alternate timelines and 'what if' scenarios, allowing fans to explore

character developments and events outside the established canon, contributing to the richness of the



Star Trek universe.

Can you explain the concept of 'multiverse' in Star Trek?

The multiverse concept in Star Trek suggests the existence of multiple parallel universes, each with its

own timeline, as seen in various episodes and films that explore alternate outcomes and realities.
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