
Sparknotes For Dr Jekyll And Mr Hyde

SparkNotes for Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is a valuable resource for readers
seeking to understand the complexities of Robert Louis Stevenson's novella.
This classic work of literature explores themes of duality, morality, and the
human psyche through the lens of Victorian society. In this article, we will
delve into the main characters, plot summary, themes, symbols, and critical
analysis of the text, providing readers with a comprehensive overview aided
by SparkNotes.

Plot Summary

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is a story centered around the mysterious
relationship between the kind and respectable Dr. Henry Jekyll and the
sinister Edward Hyde. As the narrative unfolds, we learn that Jekyll, a well-
regarded scientist, is conducting experiments to separate the good and evil
aspects of his personality. His experiments lead him to create a potion that
transforms him into Hyde, a being who embodies his darker impulses.

Beginning of the Story

The story begins with Mr. Utterson, a lawyer, and his friend Mr. Enfield
walking through London. They discuss a strange encounter with Mr. Hyde, who
trampled a young girl and paid her family with a check signed by Dr. Jekyll.
This incident piques Utterson's interest, as he is concerned about Jekyll’s
friendship with the enigmatic Hyde.

Development of the Plot

As Utterson investigates, he discovers more about Hyde's violent and erratic



behavior. He becomes increasingly alarmed by the connection between Hyde and
Jekyll, especially after reading Jekyll's will, which states that in the
event of his disappearance, all his possessions should be left to Hyde.
Utterson confronts Jekyll, who insists that he can rid himself of Hyde's
influence.

The tension escalates when Hyde commits a horrific murder, prompting Utterson
to seek answers about Jekyll's experiments. He eventually discovers Jekyll's
transformation into Hyde and the struggle the doctor faces in reconciling his
dual nature.

Climax and Conclusion

The climax occurs when Jekyll, unable to control his transformations into
Hyde, becomes trapped in his monstrous alter ego. In a desperate attempt to
rid himself of Hyde, he ultimately takes his own life, leaving Utterson and
the other characters to grapple with the tragic consequences of Jekyll's
experiments.

Main Characters

Understanding the primary characters in Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is crucial
for grasping the novella's themes and moral questions.

Dr. Henry Jekyll

- Background: A respected scientist and physician, Jekyll embodies the
Victorian ideal of respectability and morality. However, he is also a man
tormented by his darker urges.
- Motivation: Jekyll's desire to explore the duality of human nature drives
him to create the potion that transforms him into Hyde.
- Symbol of Duality: Jekyll represents the struggle between good and evil
within every individual.

Mr. Edward Hyde

- Background: Hyde is the physical manifestation of Jekyll's repressed
desires. He is described as a small, deformed man with a malevolent demeanor.
- Nature: Unlike Jekyll, Hyde is devoid of morality and revels in violence
and cruelty.
- Representation of Evil: Hyde symbolizes the darker side of human nature
that society often seeks to suppress.

Mr. Gabriel John Utterson

- Role: Utterson is Jekyll's lawyer and close friend, serving as the story's
narrator and moral compass.
- Character Traits: He is rational, level-headed, and determined to uncover



the truth behind Jekyll and Hyde's relationship.
- Function: Utterson's investigation leads readers through the mystery and
highlights the themes of friendship and loyalty.

Other Characters

- Mr. Poole: Jekyll's butler, who becomes increasingly concerned about his
master's behavior.
- Dr. Lanyon: A former friend of Jekyll who represents conventional morality
and scientific rationality.

Themes

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde explores several profound themes that resonate with
readers across time.

The Duality of Human Nature

- Concept: The novella illustrates the inherent conflict between good and
evil within individuals.
- Representation: Jekyll and Hyde serve as two sides of the same coin,
showcasing how societal expectations can suppress darker impulses.

Repression and Identity

- Theme: The story delves into the dangers of repressing one's true self.
- Impact: Jekyll's inability to integrate his dual nature leads to his
downfall, suggesting that ignoring one’s darker side can have catastrophic
consequences.

Victorian Morality

- Context: The novella is set against the backdrop of strict Victorian
morals, which often stigmatized discussions of sexuality and human desires.
- Critique: Stevenson critiques the hypocrisy of Victorian society,
highlighting the façade of respectability that masks underlying vice.

Friendship and Loyalty

- Utterson's Role: The loyalty of Utterson to Jekyll underscores the theme of
friendship amid moral dilemmas.
- Consequences: Utterson's commitment to uncovering the truth leads to tragic
revelations about his friend.



Symbols

Stevenson employs various symbols throughout Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde to
enhance the narrative and illuminate its themes.

The Door

- Description: The door to Hyde's residence symbolizes the barrier between
the civilized world and the primal urges of humanity.
- Interpretation: It represents the choices individuals make between
embracing their darker instincts or adhering to societal expectations.

The Potion

- Function: The potion serves as a literal representation of Jekyll's attempt
to separate his dual nature.
- Symbolism: It signifies the dangers inherent in experimenting with identity
and morality.

London

- Setting: The foggy, dark streets of London reflect the moral ambiguity and
hidden vices of Victorian society.
- Atmosphere: The setting contributes to the story’s gothic tone, enhancing
the themes of secrecy and duality.

Critical Analysis

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde has been the subject of extensive critical analysis
since its publication. Scholars have debated its implications on psychology,
morality, and social commentary.

Psychological Interpretations

- Freudian Perspective: Some critics interpret Jekyll as embodying Freud's id
and superego, with Hyde representing the primal instincts of the id.
- Modern Psychology: The novella foreshadows contemporary discussions on the
duality of human nature and the complexities of identity.

Social Commentary

- Victorian Context: Critics argue that the novella critiques the restrictive
nature of Victorian society, which often forced individuals to repress their
true selves.
- Contemporary Relevance: The themes of repression and identity remain



pertinent today, as society grapples with issues of authenticity and moral
boundaries.

Literary Style

- Narrative Technique: Stevenson employs a third-person limited perspective,
allowing readers to explore the thoughts and feelings of Utterson while
maintaining an air of mystery.
- Gothic Elements: The use of gothic motifs, such as the dark setting and the
supernatural transformation, heightens the story's tension and emotional
impact.

Conclusion

In summary, SparkNotes for Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde provides readers with a
rich exploration of Robert Louis Stevenson’s iconic novella. By examining the
plot, characters, themes, symbols, and critical interpretations, readers can
gain a deeper understanding of the moral questions and psychological
complexities that define this classic work. The story remains relevant,
inviting readers to reflect on the nature of humanity and the eternal
struggle between good and evil. Through its engaging narrative and profound
themes, Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde continues to captivate audiences, solidifying
its place in the canon of English literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?
The main theme of 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde' is the duality of human nature,
exploring the struggle between good and evil within individuals.

Who is the author of 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?
'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde' was written by Robert Louis Stevenson and was first
published in 1886.

What is the significance of the character Mr. Hyde?
Mr. Hyde represents the darker side of Dr. Jekyll's personality and serves as
a manifestation of his repressed desires, illustrating the conflict between
societal expectations and personal freedom.

How does Dr. Jekyll's experiment lead to his
downfall?
Dr. Jekyll's experiment with the potion allows him to transform into Mr.
Hyde, but ultimately he loses control over the transformation, leading to
tragic consequences and his eventual demise.



What role does the setting play in 'Dr. Jekyll and
Mr. Hyde'?
The setting of Victorian London creates a backdrop of strict social norms and
moral expectations, which amplifies the themes of repression and the hidden
darkness within society.

What is the relationship between Dr. Jekyll and Mr.
Hyde?
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde are two sides of the same person; Dr. Jekyll embodies
the socially acceptable side, while Mr. Hyde embodies his unrestrained,
immoral impulses.

How does the narrative structure of the novella
affect its impact?
The novella employs a fragmented narrative structure, using multiple
perspectives that create suspense and allow readers to gradually uncover the
mystery of Jekyll and Hyde's connection.

What is the role of Utterson in the story?
Mr. Utterson is Dr. Jekyll's lawyer and friend, serving as the story's main
detective figure as he investigates the strange occurrences surrounding
Jekyll and Hyde.

What moral lesson can be drawn from 'Dr. Jekyll and
Mr. Hyde'?
A key moral lesson is the importance of self-acceptance and the dangers of
repressing one's true nature, suggesting that ignoring one's darker impulses
can lead to destructive consequences.
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