
St Louis Cemetery 3 Self Guided Tour

St Louis Cemetery 3 self guided tour offers a unique opportunity to explore one of New Orleans’ most historic
and intriguing burial grounds at your own pace. Nestled in the heart of the city, this cemetery is a treasure
trove of history, art, and architecture, making it an essential stop for anyone interested in the rich cultural
tapestry of New Orleans. Whether you’re a history buff, a lover of the macabre, or simply seeking a quiet
place of reflection, a self-guided tour of St. Louis Cemetery No. 3 will provide a memorable experience.

Why Choose a Self-Guided Tour?

A self-guided tour offers numerous benefits, allowing you to tailor your visit to your interests and schedule.
Here are some compelling reasons to opt for this approach:

Flexibility: You can explore the cemetery at your own pace, spending more time at sites that interest



you.

Personal Experience: A self-guided tour allows for solitude and contemplation, enhancing the spiritual
experience of visiting a cemetery.

Cost-Effective: Many self-guided tours are free or require only a small donation, making them budget-
friendly options.

Customizable: You can focus on specific areas or notable graves that pique your interest without being
held to a guide’s itinerary.

History of St. Louis Cemetery No. 3

St. Louis Cemetery No. 3, established in 1853, is the third of the St. Louis cemeteries in New Orleans. It reflects
the city's unique history and diverse population, featuring a mix of architectural styles and burial practices.
Here are a few historical highlights:

Architectural Styles: The cemetery showcases a variety of burial styles, including elaborate
mausoleums, family tombs, and traditional burial plots, reflecting the city's eclectic architectural
heritage.

Notable Interments: The cemetery is the final resting place of many prominent figures, including artists,
musicians, and civic leaders, each contributing to the rich cultural fabric of New Orleans.

Unique Burial Practices: Here, you can learn about the above-ground burial customs that are a
necessity in New Orleans due to the region's high water table.

Planning Your Self-Guided Tour

To make the most of your self-guided tour of St. Louis Cemetery No. 3, consider the following tips:

1. Research Before You Go

Familiarize yourself with the cemetery's layout and notable graves. You can find maps and guides online that
highlight key areas of interest.

2. Dress Appropriately

Wear comfortable shoes, as you’ll likely be walking on uneven terrain. Also, consider the weather; lightweight
clothing is advisable in the summer months, while layers may be necessary in cooler seasons.

3. Bring Essential Supplies

Pack water, sunscreen, and insect repellent, especially during the warmer months. A small notebook or



sketchbook can also be a great companion for jotting down thoughts or sketching tombs that catch your eye.

Must-See Sites in St. Louis Cemetery No. 3

As you embark on your self-guided tour, here are some must-see sites within St. Louis Cemetery No. 3:

1. The Tomb of Homer Plessy

Homer Plessy was a pivotal figure in the fight against racial segregation in the United States. His legal case,
Plessy v. Ferguson, laid the groundwork for the civil rights movement. Visiting his tomb offers insight into the
struggle for civil rights in America.

2. The Tomb of Marie Laveau

Though often confused with her more famous counterpart at St. Louis No. 1, Marie Laveau's influence as a
voodoo queen is undeniable. The tomb is adorned with offerings and tokens left by those seeking her blessings,
reflecting her lasting legacy in New Orleans culture.

3. The Family Tombs

Look for elaborate family tombs showcasing intricate designs and inscriptions. These tombs often tell stories
of the families interred within and their contributions to the community.

4. The Angel of Grief

This poignant sculpture captures the emotions surrounding loss and mourning. It’s a popular spot for
photographs and reflection.

Etiquette and Respect in the Cemetery

When visiting St. Louis Cemetery No. 3, it is essential to observe proper etiquette to show respect for the
deceased and their families:

Quiet Reflection: Maintain a respectful volume and demeanor as you explore.

No Littering: Keep the cemetery clean by disposing of trash properly.

Photography: While photography is generally allowed, be mindful of where you take photos, especially
near family mausoleums.

Respect Personal Space: Avoid stepping on graves or disturbing items left by loved ones.



Conclusion

A St Louis Cemetery 3 self guided tour is an enriching experience that allows visitors to delve into the history
and culture of New Orleans at their own pace. From the stories of notable figures to the stunning
architecture of the tombs, each visit offers something new to discover. By planning your tour thoughtfully
and respecting the sanctity of the site, you can ensure a memorable and meaningful experience in one of the city’s
most cherished locations. Whether you’re drawn by history, architecture, or the unique customs of burial in
New Orleans, St. Louis Cemetery No. 3 is sure to leave a lasting impression.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the St. Louis Cemetery No. 3 known for?
St. Louis Cemetery No. 3 is known for its unique above-ground tombs and rich history, including notable figures
buried there, such as the famous voodoo queen Marie Laveau.

How do I access St. Louis Cemetery No. 3 for a self-guided tour?
To access St. Louis Cemetery No. 3, visitors typically need to enter through a designated entrance, and it's
advisable to check for any specific permissions or guidelines that may be in place.

Are there any guided tour options available at St. Louis Cemetery No. 3?
Yes, while self-guided tours are popular, there are also guided tours available that provide more in-depth
information about the history and notable burials in the cemetery.

What should I bring for a self-guided tour of St. Louis Cemetery No. 3?
It’s recommended to bring a map or a tour guidebook, comfortable walking shoes, water, and a camera to
capture the unique sights of the cemetery.

What are the operating hours for St. Louis Cemetery No. 3?
St. Louis Cemetery No. 3 is typically open during daylight hours, though it's best to check for any seasonal
changes or specific holidays when the cemetery may be closed.

Is there an entrance fee for visiting St. Louis Cemetery No. 3?
As of the latest updates, there is no entrance fee for St. Louis Cemetery No. 3, but donations are appreciated
to help maintain the cemetery.

What are some key sites to look for during a self-guided tour of St. Louis
Cemetery No. 3?
Key sites to look for include the tomb of Marie Laveau, the elaborate family tombs, and the memorials
dedicated to other notable New Orleans figures, as well as the beautiful architecture of the tombs.
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