
Sparknotes For Call Of The Wild

SparkNotes for Call of the Wild provide a comprehensive resource for students and
literature enthusiasts seeking to understand Jack London's classic novel. This timeless story
of survival, transformation, and the call of nature has captivated readers since its
publication in 1903. In this article, we will delve into the key themes, characters, and plot
points of "The Call of the Wild," along with a summary and analysis to help illuminate the
text's deeper meanings. Whether you are preparing for an exam, writing a paper, or simply
looking to enhance your understanding of the book, this guide will serve as an invaluable
companion.



Overview of "The Call of the Wild"

Jack London's "The Call of the Wild" follows the journey of Buck, a domesticated dog who is
thrust into the harsh realities of the Yukon Territory during the Klondike Gold Rush. As Buck
navigates through various hardships and challenges, he gradually sheds his civilized
upbringing and embraces his primal instincts. The novel is a powerful exploration of nature,
survival, and the inherent struggle between civilization and the wild.

Key Themes

1. Survival of the Fittest: One of the most prominent themes in "The Call of the Wild" is the
idea of survival. Buck learns that in the wild, only the strongest and most adaptable can
thrive. This theme is illustrated through Buck's evolving skills and instincts as he faces
various challenges.

2. The Call of Nature: The novel emphasizes the powerful pull of nature and the innate
instincts that lie within all creatures. Buck's transformation from a domesticated pet to a
fierce and independent creature is a testament to the call of the wild that resonates with
him.

3. Civilization vs. Wilderness: London contrasts the comforts of civilization with the harsh
realities of the wilderness. Buck's journey reveals the limitations of human civilization and
the raw power of nature.

4. Instinct and Intuition: Throughout the novel, Buck learns to trust his instincts and
intuition. This theme highlights the importance of recognizing and embracing one's true
nature.

Character Analysis

Understanding the characters in "The Call of the Wild" is crucial to grasping the novel's
themes and messages. Below are some of the key characters:

Buck: The protagonist of the story, Buck is a large and powerful St. Bernard-Scotch
Collie mix. His transformation from a pampered pet to a fierce wolf-like creature
symbolizes the struggle between civilization and the wild.

John Thornton: A kind-hearted prospector who rescues Buck from brutal treatment.
Thornton represents the best of humanity and serves as a father figure to Buck,
showcasing the bond between man and dog.

Curly: Buck's companion who is introduced early in the novel. Her tragic fate at the
hands of the wild foreshadows the dangers Buck will face.

Spitz: The lead dog of the team before Buck rises to that position. He embodies the



ruthless nature of survival and serves as Buck's primary antagonist.

Hal, Charles, and Mercedes: The three characters represent the reckless and
irresponsible side of humanity. Their mistreatment of the dogs and their lack of
understanding of the wilderness lead to disastrous consequences.

Plot Summary

"The Call of the Wild" is divided into several chapters, each detailing a specific phase of
Buck's journey. Below is a brief summary of the key plot points:

1. Buck's Abduction: The story begins in California, where Buck lives a comfortable life on a
ranch. His life changes dramatically when he is stolen and sold into the brutal world of sled
dog teams in the Yukon.

2. Life as a Sled Dog: Buck quickly learns the harsh realities of his new life. He faces
mistreatment from his new owners, particularly from Hal, Charles, and Mercedes, who lack
the knowledge and respect for the dogs.

3. The Fight for Survival: Buck's instincts begin to awaken as he learns to fight for his place
within the pack. His rivalry with Spitz, the lead dog, intensifies, culminating in a fierce battle
for dominance.

4. Transformation and Independence: After defeating Spitz, Buck becomes the new lead
dog. He earns respect from his peers and begins to embrace his wild instincts. However,
the brutal conditions continue to take a toll on the team.

5. Rescue by John Thornton: Buck's turning point comes when he is rescued by John
Thornton, who treats him with kindness and respect. This bond allows Buck to explore his
true nature while still forming a deep connection with Thornton.

6. The Call of the Wild: As Buck grows closer to Thornton, he feels the call of the wild
growing stronger. He begins to explore the wilderness independently, ultimately answering
the call by joining a wolf pack.

Analysis of Key Symbols

Several symbols throughout "The Call of the Wild" contribute to the novel's themes:

1. The Wild: The wilderness serves as a symbol of Buck's true nature and instincts. It
represents freedom, survival, and the primal forces that shape existence.

2. The Sled Team: The dynamic within the sled team symbolizes the struggle for power and
survival. Buck's rise to leadership reflects his adaptation to the harsh environment.



3. John Thornton's Camp: Thornton's camp represents a safe haven for Buck, where he can
experience love and kindness. It contrasts sharply with the brutality he faced before.

Conclusion

In conclusion, SparkNotes for Call of the Wild encapsulate the essence of Jack London's
powerful narrative. By exploring themes of survival, the call of nature, and the tension
between civilization and the wild, London creates a captivating story that resonates with
readers of all ages. Through Buck's journey, we learn about the importance of embracing
our instincts and the profound connection between humans and animals. Whether you are
revisiting this classic or discovering it for the first time, "The Call of the Wild" remains a
poignant exploration of life's most fundamental struggles.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Call of the Wild'?
The main theme of 'The Call of the Wild' is the struggle for survival and the instinctual
return to one's primal roots, highlighting the conflict between civilization and nature.

Who is the protagonist in 'The Call of the Wild'?
The protagonist of 'The Call of the Wild' is Buck, a domesticated dog who is thrust into the
harsh realities of the wild and must adapt to survive.

How does Buck's character evolve throughout the
story?
Buck evolves from a pampered pet to a fierce and independent creature, embracing his
wild instincts and ultimately answering the call of the wild.

What role do the other dogs play in Buck's journey?
The other dogs serve as both rivals and allies for Buck, influencing his development and
helping him learn the laws of the wild, particularly through his interactions with Spitz and
later, John Thornton.

What is the significance of the setting in 'The Call of the
Wild'?
The setting, primarily the Yukon wilderness during the Klondike Gold Rush, is crucial as it
embodies the challenges and harsh realities of nature, shaping Buck's transformation and
the overarching narrative of survival.



What literary devices does Jack London use in 'The Call
of the Wild'?
Jack London employs symbolism, personification, and vivid imagery to illustrate Buck's
transformation and the natural world, enhancing the emotional depth and thematic
significance of the story.

How does 'The Call of the Wild' address the concept of
survival of the fittest?
The novel illustrates the concept of survival of the fittest through Buck's experiences,
showcasing the brutality of nature and how only the strongest and most adaptable can
thrive in the wild.

What is the relationship between Buck and John
Thornton?
Buck's relationship with John Thornton is one of mutual respect and loyalty; Thornton
represents the kindness and humanity that Buck had lost, and their bond deepens Buck's
understanding of love and companionship.

What message does 'The Call of the Wild' convey about
nature?
The novel conveys that nature is both beautiful and brutal; it emphasizes that while it can
be a place of harsh realities, it is also where one can discover true strength and freedom.
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