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Star Wars Legacy graphic novels represent a fascinating chapter in the expansive Star Wars
universe, exploring the stories of characters from the distant future of the galaxy far, far away. Set
approximately 130 years after the events of the original Star Wars trilogy, these graphic novels
introduce a new generation of heroes, villains, and the enduring legacy of the Jedi and Sith. As a
part of the broader Star Wars Expanded Universe — now referred to as Legends — these tales offer
a unique blend of familiar themes and new adventures, appealing to both longtime fans and
newcomers alike.



Overview of Star Wars Legacy

The Star Wars Legacy series was launched by Dark Horse Comics in 2006 and continued until 2010.
Written primarily by John Ostrander and illustrated by Jan Duursema, the series consists of a 50-
issue comic run and several one-shot issues. The narrative primarily follows Cade Skywalker, a
descendant of the iconic Luke Skywalker, as he navigates a galaxy rife with conflict, the remnants of
the Sith, and the responsibilities of his lineage.

Key Themes and Concepts

The Legacy graphic novels delve into several key themes within the Star Wars mythos:

1. Family Legacy: Central to the story is the exploration of what it means to be a Skywalker. Cade
struggles with his family’s legacy and the weight of expectations placed upon him as a Jedi.

2. Good vs. Evil: The classic battle between the light and dark sides of the Force is present, with
Cade facing off against various Sith Lords and grappling with his own inner demons.

3. Redemption: Cade’s journey is marked by moments of doubt, betrayal, and the potential for
redemption, reflecting the ongoing struggle between light and dark within each character.

4. The Nature of Power: The series examines the corrupting influence of power, both in the Sith's
quest for dominance and in Cade's reluctance to embrace his own abilities.

Main Characters in Star Wars Legacy

The Legacy graphic novels feature a rich cast of characters, both new and familiar, who contribute
to the depth of the narrative.

Cade Skywalker

Cade is the central protagonist of the series. A reluctant hero, he is a bounty hunter who initially
rejects the Jedi way. His story arc involves a journey of self-discovery as he comes to terms with his
heritage and the responsibilities that come with it.

Imperial Knights

The Imperial Knights are a new order of Force users established by the Galactic Empire. They
combine elements of both the Jedi and Sith philosophies, serving as protectors of the Empire while
grappling with their own moral dilemmas. Notable members include:

- Marasiah Fel: The heir to the Empire and a pivotal character who strives to bring balance to the
galaxy.
- Antares Draco: A skilled Imperial Knight torn between his duty and his feelings for Marasiah.



Sith Lords

The legacy of the Sith continues with new antagonists who seek to dominate the galaxy. Key figures
include:

- Darth Krayt: The primary antagonist, he is a former Jedi who has embraced the dark side and seeks
to establish a new Sith order.

- Darth Talon: A fierce and cunning assassin, she serves Darth Krayt and embodies the lethal nature
of the Sith.

Supporting Cast

The series also introduces a variety of supporting characters, including:

- Boba Fett: The infamous bounty hunter makes an appearance, linking the new storylines to the
original trilogy.

- R2-D2 and C-3PO: The beloved droids provide continuity and nostalgia, helping to connect the old
and new generations of characters.

Art and Style

One of the standout features of the Star Wars Legacy graphic novels is their striking artwork. Jan
Duursema's illustrations are both dynamic and detailed, bringing the vast universe of Star Wars to
life. The character designs, landscapes, and action sequences are visually captivating, effectively
capturing the essence of the Star Wars aesthetic while also introducing a fresh visual style.

Color Palette and Design Choices

The color palette used in Legacy is darker and more muted compared to previous Star Wars comics,
reflecting the more mature themes explored throughout the series. The designs of ships, planets,
and characters showcase a blend of classic Star Wars elements and innovative new creations,
enhancing the sense of a galaxy that has evolved over time.

Story Arcs and Plot Development

The Legacy series is structured around several significant story arcs that each contribute to the
overarching narrative.

Initial Conflict



The series begins with Cade Skywalker at odds with his past. After witnessing the destruction of his
family and the fall of the Jedi, Cade turns to a life of bounty hunting. His initial reluctance to
embrace his Jedi heritage sets the stage for his internal conflict.

The Rise of the Sith

As Cade navigates the complexities of the galaxy, the resurgence of the Sith under Darth Krayt
creates a sense of urgency. The conflict between the Imperial Knights and the Sith leads to intense
battles and alliances that challenge Cade’s understanding of good and evil.

Redemption and Acceptance

As the series progresses, Cade is faced with choices that force him to confront his identity. His
encounters with the Imperial Knights and remnants of the Jedi Order push him towards a path of
redemption. The culmination of his journey involves significant sacrifices and the acceptance of his
role as a protector of the galaxy.

Legacy and Impact on the Star Wars Universe

The Star Wars Legacy graphic novels have left a lasting impact on the Star Wars canon. While they
are classified under the Legends banner, meaning they are not considered official canon following
Disney’s acquisition of Lucasfilm, they have enriched the lore and provided fans with a deeper
understanding of the consequences of the events of the original trilogy.

Influence on Future Media

1. Character Development: Elements from the Legacy series have influenced the development of
characters in other media, including novels, animated series, and video games.

2. Expanded Universe: The themes of Legacy have resonated with other stories within the Expanded
Universe, exploring the complexities of legacy, power, and moral ambiguity.

3. Fan Engagement: The series has garnered a dedicated fanbase, leading to discussions and
analyses that continue to explore its themes and characters.

Conclusion

Star Wars Legacy graphic novels provide a captivating exploration of the Star Wars universe,
expanding its mythology through rich storytelling and intricate character development. With Cade
Skywalker at the forefront, the series tackles profound themes of legacy, redemption, and the
eternal struggle between light and dark. While the series exists within the realm of Legends, its
influence and significance continue to resonate with fans and creators alike, ensuring that the legacy
of Star Wars endures for generations to come. Whether you are a lifelong fan or new to the galaxy,



the Legacy graphic novels offer an engaging and thought-provoking journey through a galaxy filled
with adventure, conflict, and hope.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main story arcs in the 'Star Wars: Legacy'
graphic novels?

The 'Star Wars: Legacy' graphic novels follow the story of Cade Skywalker, a descendant of Luke
Skywalker, as he navigates a galaxy plagued by the Sith resurgence, the Galactic Alliance's
struggles, and his own inner conflicts with the Force. Key arcs include Cade's journey to confront his
heritage, the rise of Darth Krayt, and the exploration of themes such as redemption and legacy.

Who are the primary characters introduced in the 'Star Wars:
Legacy' series?

Primary characters in 'Star Wars: Legacy' include Cade Skywalker, the conflicted protagonist; Darth
Krayt, the main antagonist and Sith Lord; and several supporting characters like Morrigan Corde, a
bounty hunter; and Deliah Blue, Cade's friend and ally. The series also features familiar faces from
the Star Wars universe, including legacy characters like Han Solo and Princess Leia.

How does 'Star Wars: Legacy' connect to the larger Star Wars
universe?

'‘Star Wars: Legacy' is set approximately 130 years after the events of the original trilogy, exploring
the consequences of the Jedi-Sith conflicts and the fate of the galaxy. It ties into the broader lore
through its references to established characters, events from previous Star Wars media, and the
ongoing battle between the light and dark sides of the Force.

What themes are explored in the 'Star Wars: Legacy' graphic
novels?

‘Star Wars: Legacy' explores themes of legacy, identity, redemption, and the moral complexities of
power. It delves into the struggles of living up to one's heritage, the impact of past decisions on the
present, and the question of whether one can truly escape their destiny.

Who are the creators behind the '‘Star Wars: Legacy' graphic
novels?

'‘Star Wars: Legacy' was created by writer John Ostrander and artist Jan Duursema, with
contributions from other artists and colorists. Their collaboration has been praised for its engaging
storytelling and dynamic artwork, which brought the characters and settings to life.

What makes 'Star Wars: Legacy' unique compared to other



Star Wars comics?

'‘Star Wars: Legacy' is unique due to its focus on a new generation of characters and its setting in a
distant future of the Star Wars timeline. It shifts the narrative focus from the classic heroes to the
next generation, allowing for fresh stories and character development while still maintaining ties to
the original saga.

Are there any notable collectibles or editions of 'Star Wars:
Legacy'?

Yes, 'Star Wars: Legacy' has several notable editions, including deluxe hardcover collections and
omnibus formats that compile the entire series. Collectors also seek out variant covers and limited
edition prints by popular artists, which can be valuable in the collector's market.

Is 'Star Wars: Legacy' considered canon in the Star Wars
universe?

‘Star Wars: Legacy' was initially part of the Expanded Universe (now known as Legends) before
Disney's acquisition of Lucasfilm. As such, it is no longer considered canon in the current Star Wars
continuity, but it remains a beloved series among fans for its storytelling and character
development.
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Explore the captivating world of Star Wars legacy graphic novels! Discover how these stories expand
the galaxy far
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