
Stellaris Here Be Dragons Guide

Stellaris Here Be Dragons Guide

Stellaris, the grand strategy game by Paradox Interactive, offers an
expansive universe filled with mysteries, civilizations, and a plethora of
gameplay mechanics. One of the most intriguing aspects of Stellaris is its
exploration phase, where players traverse the galaxy, uncovering new worlds
and encountering various anomalies. Among these discoveries are the enigmatic
"Guardians" and the mysterious "Dragons" that can be encountered in the game.
This guide aims to provide players with essential tips and strategies for
dealing with these formidable foes in the "Here Be Dragons" event chain.

Understanding the "Here Be Dragons" Event

The "Here Be Dragons" event is a unique gameplay mechanic introduced in the
"Distant Stars" story pack and expanded upon in later updates. It revolves
around the discovery of powerful, ancient creatures known as Guardians, which
players encounter in unexplored systems. These creatures are not merely
obstacles; they are integral to the lore of Stellaris and offer various
benefits if approached correctly.

The Guardians

Guardians are colossal, powerful entities that can be found in different
forms throughout the galaxy. Each Guardian possesses unique traits,
abilities, and lore, making them interesting additions to your exploration.



Here are some notable Guardians you might encounter:

1. The War in Heaven: A massive space entity that remains dormant until
provoked.
2. The Eternal Empress: A powerful psychic being that can influence the minds
of lesser species.
3. The Great Wyrm: A dragon-like creature that defends its territory
fiercely.

Preparing for Encounters

Before heading into the unknown, players must prepare adequately for
potential encounters with Guardians. Here are some steps to ensure you are
ready:

1. Build a Strong Fleet:
- Ensure you have a well-rounded fleet, including various ship classes and
types. Focus on:
- Corvettes: For speed and maneuverability.
- Destroyers: For balanced offense and defense.
- Cruisers: To pack a powerful punch.
- Battleships: For heavy firepower at long range.

2. Research and Technology:
- Invest in technologies that enhance your fleet's capabilities.
- Key technologies include:
- Shield Technology: To protect against powerful Guardian attacks.
- Advanced Weapons: To increase your offensive capabilities.
- Sensors: To improve detection and targeting capabilities.

3. Explore Wisely:
- Use science ships to scout systems before sending your main fleet.
- Look for clues about potential threats, such as anomalies or hostile
forces.

Utilizing Science Ships

Science ships play a critical role in exploring and understanding the
Guardians. Here are some tips for using them effectively:

- Survey Systems: Always survey systems where you suspect Guardians might
reside. This helps in gathering intelligence about their strengths and
weaknesses.
- Anomaly Research: Some anomalies can lead to encounters with Guardians.
Make sure your scientists have the right skills to maximize success rates.
- Retreat if Necessary: If you encounter a Guardian that seems too powerful,
do not hesitate to retreat and regroup.



Strategies for Engaging Guardians

Once you feel prepared, engaging with Guardians can be a thrilling part of
your Stellaris experience. Here are some strategies to consider:

Choosing the Right Approach

Not all Guardians need to be defeated; some can be befriended or negotiated
with. Here are some approaches you can take:

1. Combat:
- If you choose to engage in combat, ensure your fleet is at full strength
and well-equipped.
- Utilize hit-and-run tactics to avoid direct confrontations if possible.
- Focus fire on one Guardian at a time to maximize damage output.

2. Diplomacy:
- Some Guardians may respond positively to diplomatic overtures.
- Use envoys to establish contact and negotiate terms beneficial to both
parties.

3. Research and Exploration:
- Engage with Guardians through research projects. Completing these tasks can
yield powerful technologies or unique resources.

Resource Management

Engaging with Guardians can be resource-intensive. Keep the following tips in
mind:

- Maintain a Healthy Economy:
- Ensure your economy can sustain prolonged conflicts or negotiations.
- Balance military spending with economic growth to avoid shortages.

- Stockpile Resources:
- Before engaging with Guardians, stockpile resources such as energy,
minerals, and food.
- This will allow you to reinforce your fleet quickly if needed.

Post-Encounter Strategies

After engaging with a Guardian, whether through combat or diplomacy, it's
crucial to assess the aftermath and strategize accordingly.



Evaluating the Outcome

1. Loot and Rewards:
- If you defeat a Guardian, be prepared to loot valuable resources or
technologies that can strengthen your empire.
- If you successfully negotiate, ensure you understand any new alliances or
trade agreements that have been established.

2. Rebuilding:
- After a battle, assess your fleet's condition and make necessary repairs.
- Reinforce your fleet with new ships and technology to prepare for future
encounters.

Long-Term Implications

Engaging with Guardians can have long-lasting effects on your empire:

- Political Ramifications:
- Depending on your actions, rival empires may view you as a threat or an
ally, affecting diplomatic relations.
- Technological Advancements:
- Gaining new technologies can open new avenues for exploration and
expansion.
- Lore and Story Development:
- Each Guardian encounter can enrich your game's narrative, leading to unique
storylines and experiences.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the "Here Be Dragons" event in Stellaris adds an exciting
layer of complexity to gameplay. By understanding the nature of Guardians,
preparing adequately, and employing effective strategies, players can
navigate these encounters successfully. Whether you choose to engage in
combat, form alliances, or conduct research, the outcomes can significantly
impact your empire's growth and narrative. With this guide, you are now
better equipped to face the unknown and uncover the mysteries that await in
the depths of space. Happy exploring!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Here Be Dragons' feature in Stellaris?
The 'Here Be Dragons' feature in Stellaris refers to a gameplay element that
introduces a variety of powerful and often hostile creatures known as



'Guardians' that can be found in uncharted space. These entities can pose
significant challenges to players exploring the galaxy.

How can I effectively prepare for encounters with
Guardians in Stellaris?
To prepare for encounters with Guardians, players should build a strong
fleet, research advanced technologies, and consider forming strategic
alliances. Upgrading ship components and ensuring your fleet has a balanced
composition can also improve your chances of survival.

What types of Guardians can players encounter in
'Here Be Dragons'?
Players can encounter several types of Guardians, including the 'Unbidden',
'The War In Heaven', 'The Great Tempest', and 'The Swarm', each with unique
abilities, strengths, and lore that can significantly impact the game.

Are there any rewards for defeating Guardians in
Stellaris?
Yes, defeating Guardians can yield various rewards, including unique
technologies, powerful ships, or special resources that can enhance your
empire. Some Guardians may also drop rare artifacts that provide significant
boosts to your civilization.

Can Guardians be befriended or pacified in
Stellaris?
While most Guardians are hostile and cannot be befriended, certain events or
specific player actions may lead to temporary alliances or ceasefires.
However, these circumstances are rare and often depend on your empire's
diplomatic standing and decisions.

What strategies can I employ to avoid unnecessary
confrontations with Guardians?
To avoid confrontations with Guardians, players should carefully scout
systems before entering, use stealth technology, and prioritize exploring
less dangerous areas of the galaxy. It's also wise to keep a safe distance
from known Guardian locations until adequately prepared.

Is there a specific tech tree that enhances gameplay
related to 'Here Be Dragons'?
Yes, certain technologies in Stellaris, such as those related to military
advancements, exploration, and fleet management, can significantly enhance
your gameplay in 'Here Be Dragons'. Prioritizing research in these areas can
help you better handle the challenges posed by Guardians.
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