
Star Wars The Force Awakens Visual
Dictionary

Star Wars: The Force Awakens Visual Dictionary is an essential companion piece for fans who wish to
delve deeper into the intricate universe of the seventh installment of the Star Wars saga. Authored by
Pablo Hidalgo, a prominent member of the Lucasfilm Story Group, this visual dictionary not only provides
a wealth of information about the film’s characters, vehicles, and locations but also enriches the overall
viewing experience by offering insights into the lore and design choices that define the Star Wars
franchise. As a comprehensive guide, it enhances the narrative by providing backstory and context,
making it a must-have for any dedicated Star Wars enthusiast.

Overview

Released alongside the film in December 2015, the visual dictionary serves as a detailed reference for the
new characters and elements introduced in The Force Awakens. It features numerous high-quality images
and illustrations that showcase the stunning visual aesthetics of the movie, while also detailing the
significance of various objects and characters within the Star Wars universe.

Key Features

The Star Wars: The Force Awakens Visual Dictionary is structured to provide a clear and engaging
exploration of the film. Here are some of the key features that make this book stand out:

1. Detailed Character Profiles: Each major character is given a dedicated section that includes background



information, motives, and key relationships.

2. Vehicle and Creature Descriptions: The book offers insights into the design and function of the various
vehicles and creatures featured in the film, from the iconic Millennium Falcon to the new TIE Fighters.

3. World-Building Elements: Readers gain a deeper understanding of the different planets and locations
seen in the film, including Jakku, Starkiller Base, and Ahch-To.

4. High-Quality Illustrations: The dictionary is filled with stunning visuals that capture the essence of the
film and its characters, making it a collector's item for fans.

5. Behind-the-Scenes Insights: The book often includes production notes and trivia that explain the creative
choices made during the film's development.

Character Profiles

One of the most engaging aspects of the visual dictionary is its focus on character profiles. The book covers
both new characters introduced in The Force Awakens and familiar faces returning from the original
trilogy.

New Characters

1. Rey: The main protagonist, Rey is a scavenger from Jakku who discovers her connection to the Force.
The dictionary provides insight into her background, her journey, and her growth as a Jedi.

2. Finn: Originally a stormtrooper known as FN-2187, Finn defects from the First Order. His moral conflict
and courage are explored in detail, showcasing his evolution throughout the film.

3. Kylo Ren: The enigmatic antagonist, Kylo Ren’s struggle between the light and dark sides of the Force
is highlighted. The visual dictionary examines his lineage, training, and the internal battles he faces.

4. Poe Dameron: A skilled pilot and member of the Resistance, Poe’s character is fleshed out with
information about his background and his role in the Resistance against the First Order.

5. BB-8: This adorable droid quickly became a fan favorite. The visual dictionary details BB-8’s design,
abilities, and his close relationship with Rey and Poe.



Returning Characters

1. Han Solo: The legendary smuggler returns with a new layer of depth, and the book discusses his past
since the events of Return of the Jedi and his relationship with his son, Kylo Ren.

2. Leia Organa: Now a General in the Resistance, Leia’s character is shown to be a strong leader. The
dictionary includes her evolution from Princess to General and her familial ties.

3. Luke Skywalker: Although Luke has minimal screen time in this installment, the visual dictionary
provides context for his choices and the impact he has on the new generation.

Vehicles and Technology

The Star Wars: The Force Awakens Visual Dictionary also delves into the exciting array of vehicles and
technology that are pivotal to the film’s narrative.

New Vehicles

1. TIE Fighter: The book explains the design and purpose of the new TIE Fighters used by the First
Order, showcasing advancements in their technology over the original models.

2. Star Destroyer: The visual dictionary details the massive Star Destroyers that serve as the flagship vessels
for the First Order, emphasizing their role in establishing dominance.

3. Millennium Falcon: A beloved icon of the series, the Falcon’s updated features and modifications are
explored, along with its historical significance.

4. X-Wing Starfighter: The Resistance’s X-Wings are analyzed, highlighting enhancements that make
them formidable in the fight against the First Order.

World-Building Elements

The visual dictionary provides context to the various planets and locations that play a crucial role in The
Force Awakens.



Key Locations

1. Jakku: The desert planet serves as Rey’s home and is depicted as a graveyard of forgotten ships. The
dictionary explores its history and significance in the galaxy.

2. Starkiller Base: The First Order’s weaponized planet, Starkiller Base is analyzed for its design and
destructive capabilities, providing insights into the threat it poses.

3. Ahch-To: The location of Luke Skywalker’s exile, Ahch-To is rich in lore. The visual dictionary discusses
its ancient structures and connection to the Jedi Order.

Production Insights

Beyond character and world details, the visual dictionary offers a behind-the-scenes look at the film's
production. Insights from the filmmakers, concept artists, and designers are included to provide fans with a
comprehensive understanding of the creative process.

Design Choices

1. Costume Design: The visual dictionary highlights the thought process behind character costumes,
emphasizing how design reflects personality and backstory.

2. Creature Creation: The book discusses the practical effects and CGI used to bring new alien species and
creatures to life, showcasing the blend of traditional and modern filmmaking techniques.

3. Set Design: Detailed explanations of the elaborate sets and locations created for the film illustrate the effort
put into making the Star Wars universe feel tangible and immersive.

Conclusion

In summary, the Star Wars: The Force Awakens Visual Dictionary is more than just a companion piece; it
is a treasure trove of knowledge that enriches the experience of watching the film. With detailed character
profiles, insights into vehicles and technology, and comprehensive world-building elements, this visual
dictionary invites fans to explore the intricacies of the galaxy far, far away in a much deeper way.
Whether a lifelong fan of the franchise or a newcomer, readers will find an array of information and
visuals that enhance their appreciation for The Force Awakens and the broader Star Wars narrative. As
Star Wars continues to expand and evolve, this visual dictionary stands as a testament to the franchise's



enduring legacy and continued relevance in popular culture.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the 'Star Wars: The Force Awakens Visual
Dictionary'?
The purpose of the Visual Dictionary is to provide detailed descriptions and insights into the characters,
locations, and technology featured in 'The Force Awakens', enhancing the viewer's understanding of the
film's universe.

Who is the author of the 'Star Wars: The Force Awakens Visual
Dictionary'?
The Visual Dictionary is authored by Pablo Hidalgo, a prominent figure in the Star Wars franchise and a
member of the Lucasfilm Story Group.

What kind of illustrations can be found in the Visual Dictionary?
The Visual Dictionary contains high-quality illustrations, concept art, and images showing various
characters, creatures, and vehicles from 'The Force Awakens'.

Does the Visual Dictionary include information on new characters
introduced in 'The Force Awakens'?
Yes, it provides detailed backgrounds, motivations, and roles of new characters such as Rey, Finn, Kylo
Ren, and others.

Are there any Easter eggs or hidden details in the Visual Dictionary?
Yes, the Visual Dictionary includes several Easter eggs and hidden details that connect to the broader Star
Wars lore, rewarding fans who look closely.

How does the Visual Dictionary enhance the experience of watching
'The Force Awakens'?
It enhances the experience by providing context and depth to the film's storyline, making it easier for fans
to understand character relationships and plot developments.



Is the Visual Dictionary suitable for all ages?
Yes, the Visual Dictionary is designed to be family-friendly and is suitable for Star Wars fans of all ages.

How does the Visual Dictionary compare to those of previous Star Wars
films?
The Visual Dictionary for 'The Force Awakens' builds on the legacy of previous films by incorporating
new characters and technologies while maintaining the signature detailed artwork and storytelling.

Can the Visual Dictionary be used as a reference for future Star Wars
media?
Absolutely, the Visual Dictionary serves as a reference for understanding the developments in the Star
Wars universe, making it useful for fans following future films and series.

Where can fans purchase the 'Star Wars: The Force Awakens Visual
Dictionary'?
Fans can purchase the Visual Dictionary at bookstores, online retailers, and various comic book shops that
carry Star Wars merchandise.
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