
Stand And Deliver Movie Questions Answer
Key

Stand and Deliver Movie Questions Answer Key is a valuable resource for educators,
students, and film enthusiasts alike, offering insights into the themes, characters, and
moral lessons presented in the film. Released in 1988, "Stand and Deliver" is based on the
true story of Jaime Escalante, a high school math teacher who inspires his underprivileged
students in East Los Angeles to excel in mathematics and take the AP Calculus exam. This
article will explore various questions related to the film, providing a detailed answer key
while also delving into the film’s significant themes, character analyses, and its impact on
education.

Overview of "Stand and Deliver"

"Stand and Deliver," directed by Ramón Menéndez, stars Edward James Olmos as Jaime
Escalante and features a talented cast including Lou Diamond Phillips, Rosanna DeSoto,
and Andy Garcia. The film is set in the 1980s and chronicles Escalante's efforts to teach
calculus to a group of students who are often dismissed as incapable due to their socio-
economic backgrounds.

Plot Summary

The plot centers around Escalante, who takes a job at Garfield High School, where he faces
numerous challenges, including a lack of resources, apathetic students, and a skeptical



administration. Despite these obstacles, he employs unconventional teaching methods that
engage his students and ignite a passion for learning. His most notable achievement occurs
when he prepares his students to take the Advanced Placement Calculus exam, defying the
odds stacked against them.

Key Themes

1. Perseverance: The film emphasizes the importance of perseverance in the face of
adversity. Escalante's determination to help his students succeed drives the narrative and
inspires the characters around him.

2. Cultural Identity: The film addresses the challenges faced by Latino students in America,
exploring the intersection of cultural identity and education.

3. Empowerment through Education: "Stand and Deliver" illustrates how education can
empower individuals and communities, providing a pathway to success and self-worth.

4. Teacher-Student Relationships: The bond between Escalante and his students is central
to the story. It highlights how a caring and committed teacher can make a significant
impact on students’ lives.

Common Questions about "Stand and Deliver"

The following section outlines common questions related to the film and provides answers
to enhance understanding and discussion.

1. What motivated Jaime Escalante to teach at Garfield
High School?
Jaime Escalante was motivated by a desire to make a difference in the lives of his students.
He recognized the potential in his students and believed that, despite their challenging
circumstances, they could excel academically. His passion for teaching and commitment to
his students drove him to take on the challenges of an underfunded school.

2. How did Escalante engage his students in learning
mathematics?
Escalante employed several innovative techniques to engage his students, including:

- Real-life applications: He related mathematical concepts to everyday life, making them
more relevant and exciting.
- High expectations: He set high expectations for his students, challenging them to rise to
the occasion.
- Interactive learning: Escalante encouraged group work and discussions, fostering a



collaborative learning environment.
- Personal investment: He showed genuine care for his students, often going above and
beyond to help them succeed, including offering after-school tutoring.

3. What challenges did Escalante face during his
teaching career at Garfield High School?
Escalante faced numerous challenges, including:

- Skepticism from colleagues and administration: Many doubted the ability of his students
to succeed in advanced mathematics.
- Cultural and socio-economic barriers: His students came from backgrounds that often
discouraged academic achievement.
- Lack of resources: The school was underfunded, leading to limited access to teaching
materials and support.

4. How did the students change throughout the film?
The students underwent significant transformations, including:

- Increased confidence: As they learned and mastered calculus concepts, their self-esteem
grew.
- Sense of community: The students developed strong bonds with each other and with
Escalante, fostering a supportive classroom environment.
- Academic achievement: Many students who initially struggled with math became
proficient enough to pass the AP Calculus exam.

5. What was the outcome of the AP Calculus exam for
Escalante’s students?
The outcome of the AP Calculus exam was remarkable. Despite initial doubts, a significant
number of Escalante's students passed the exam, demonstrating the effectiveness of his
teaching methods. However, their success was later challenged by allegations of cheating,
which highlighted the systemic issues within the education system.

Character Analysis

Understanding the characters in "Stand and Deliver" is essential to grasping the film's
message.

Jaime Escalante
Jaime Escalante is portrayed as a passionate and dedicated teacher who believes in the
potential of his students. His character represents the ideal educator who is willing to fight



against the odds for the sake of his students' futures. Through his innovative teaching
methods and unwavering support, he serves as a catalyst for change.

The Students
Each student in Escalante's class represents a different aspect of the challenges faced by
students in similar situations. Notable characters include:

- Angel Guzman (Lou Diamond Phillips): A student with a troubled background who learns to
channel his energy into his studies.
- Virginia Ramos (Rachel Arazia): A strong female character who breaks stereotypes and
illustrates the importance of female representation in math and science.
- Joaquín (Carlos Gómez): A character who struggles with the expectations placed upon him
but ultimately rises to the challenge.

Impact of "Stand and Deliver"

"Stand and Deliver" has had a lasting impact on popular culture and education. It has
inspired countless educators to adopt innovative teaching methods and advocate for their
students. The film serves as a reminder of the power of education and the critical role
teachers play in the lives of their students.

Legacy in Education
The film has been used in educational settings to teach about perseverance, cultural
identity, and the importance of high expectations. Many educators reference "Stand and
Deliver" as a case study in effective teaching strategies and the importance of believing in
students.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the "Stand and Deliver Movie Questions Answer Key" provides an invaluable
resource for understanding the film's themes, characters, and impact. The story of Jaime
Escalante and his students serves as an inspiring reminder of the transformative power of
education, the importance of perseverance, and the need for educators to believe in their
students. Through thoughtful discussion and analysis of the film, viewers can gain deeper
insights into the challenges and triumphs of teaching and learning, making "Stand and
Deliver" a timeless and relevant piece of cinema.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main theme of the movie 'Stand and
Deliver'?
The main theme of 'Stand and Deliver' is the importance of education and the potential for
students to overcome social and economic challenges through hard work and dedication.

Who is the central character in 'Stand and Deliver', and
what role does he play?
The central character is Jaime Escalante, a high school math teacher who inspires his
underprivileged students to excel in calculus and helps them believe in their abilities.

What challenge does Jaime Escalante face in the movie?
Jaime Escalante faces skepticism and resistance from both the education system and some
of the students' families, who doubt the students' capabilities to succeed in advanced
mathematics.

How does 'Stand and Deliver' illustrate the impact of a
dedicated teacher?
The film illustrates the impact of a dedicated teacher by showcasing how Escalante's
passion, innovative teaching methods, and unwavering support transform the lives of his
students, leading them to achieve remarkable academic success.

What is the significance of the AP calculus exam in the
film?
The AP calculus exam represents a crucial turning point for the students, as it symbolizes
their hard work and the high expectations set by Escalante, ultimately proving their
capabilities and challenging stereotypes.

What historical context does 'Stand and Deliver'
provide about education in the 1980s?
The film provides historical context by highlighting the challenges faced by Latino students
in the 1980s, including systemic racism, low expectations from educators, and
socioeconomic barriers to educational success.

How does the film 'Stand and Deliver' end, and what
message does it convey?
The film ends with the students succeeding in the AP calculus exam despite facing
accusations of cheating, conveying a message of resilience, integrity, and the belief that
hard work can lead to success against all odds.
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