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SparkNotes on Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde provide essential insights and summaries that are invaluable
for students and readers looking to understand Robert Louis Stevenson's classic novella. This story
delves into the duality of human nature, exploring the struggle between good and evil within a single
individual. The narrative is centered around the characters of Dr. Henry Jekyll and his sinister
counterpart, Mr. Edward Hyde, ultimately raising questions about identity, morality, and the
consequences of unchecked desires. This article will break down the fundamental themes, characters,

and plot points of the novella, making it easier to grasp its complex ideas.

Overview of the Novella

Plot Summary

The story is set in Victorian London and begins with Mr. Utterson, a lawyer and friend of Dr. Jekyll.
Utterson becomes concerned about Jekyll's connection to Mr. Hyde, a man with a questionable
reputation who has been linked to a series of sinister events, including the brutal murder of Sir
Danvers Carew. As Utterson investigates the relationship between Jekyll and Hyde, he uncovers the

dark secret that connects them.



1. Introduction of Mr. Hyde: The novella opens with Mr. Utterson and his friend Mr. Enfield discussing
a mysterious door that leads to a neglected building. They recount the story of Hyde, who trampled a

young girl and later paid off her family with a check signed by Dr. Jekyll.

2. Utterson's Investigation: Disturbed by his friend's will, which states that in the event of Jekyll's death,

all his possessions should go to Hyde, Utterson investigates Hyde's background.

3. The Transformation: As the story unfolds, it is revealed that Dr. Jekyll has created a potion that

allows him to transform into Mr. Hyde, embodying his darker impulses without moral restraint.

4. Climax and Revelation: The climax occurs when Jekyll's transformations become uncontrollable,
leading to tragic consequences, including the murder of Carew. Utterson learns the full extent of

Jekyll's experiments and the dangers of his dual identity.

5. Conclusion: The story concludes with Jekyll's ultimate demise, as he loses the battle against Hyde,

leading to a chilling exploration of the human psyche.

Main Themes

Duality of Human Nature

One of the central themes of the novella is the duality of human nature. Stevenson suggests that every
individual possesses both good and evil within them. Dr. Jekyll represents the socially acceptable and
moral side, while Mr. Hyde embodies the repressed darker impulses. This theme raises essential

qguestions about identity and morality:

- Good vs. Evil: The struggle between Jekyll and Hyde illustrates the conflict between societal
expectations and personal desires.
- Repression: Jekyll's transformation into Hyde highlights the dangers of repressing one's darker

instincts.



The Nature of Friendship

The novella also explores the theme of friendship, particularly through the relationship between
Utterson and Jekyll. Utterson's loyalty and concern for Jekyll lead him to investigate Hyde, showcasing

the importance of friendship in times of crisis.

- Trust and Betrayal: Utterson's trust in Jekyll is tested as he discovers the truth about Hyde.
- Isolation: Jekyll's struggle with his identity ultimately leads to his isolation from his friends,

emphasizing the consequences of secrecy.

Victorian Society and Morality

Stevenson sets the story against the backdrop of Victorian society, which is characterized by strict
moral codes and expectations. The novella critiques these societal norms, illustrating the hypocrisy of
a society that suppresses natural instincts.

- Repression of Desires: The strictures of Victorian society force individuals like Jekyll to hide their
darker impulses.

- Public vs. Private Self: The contrast between Jekyll's public persona and Hyde's private actions

reflects societal expectations.

Character Analysis

Dr. Henry Jekyll

Dr. Jekyll is a well-respected scientist and a person of high social standing. He is portrayed as a kind

and charitable individual but is ultimately tormented by his darker desires.

- Intelligence and Ambition: Jekyll is a brilliant scientist whose curiosity leads him to experiment with

the duality of human nature.



- Tragic Flaw: His inability to reconcile the two sides of his personality leads to his downfall.
Mr. Edward Hyde

Mr. Hyde is the embodiment of Jekyll's suppressed evil. He is described as a physically grotesque and

immoral character, representing the darker side of humanity.

- Brutality and Violence: Hyde's actions are characterized by cruelty and a lack of empathy, as seen in
the murder of Carew.

- Freedom from Morality: Hyde's existence allows Jekyll to indulge in actions that society deems
unacceptable.

Mr. Gabriel John Utterson

Utterson serves as the novella's narrator and is a close friend of Jekyll. His moral integrity and

dedication to uncovering the truth drive the plot forward.
- Investigator Role: As a lawyer, Utterson's logical approach allows him to piece together the mystery
of Jekyll and Hyde.

- Symbol of Rationality: Utterson represents the rational side of humanity, contrasting with the chaotic

nature of Hyde.

Important Symbols

The Door

The door to Hyde's residence serves as a significant symbol within the novella. It represents the

threshold between the civilized world and the chaos of Hyde's existence.

- Entrance to the Unconscious: The door symbolizes the entry into Jekyll's unconscious desires and



the darker aspects of human nature.
- Secrecy and Isolation: The door also signifies Jekyll's secretive life and his eventual isolation from

society.
The Potion

The potion that Jekyll creates to transform into Hyde symbolizes the duality of human nature and the

consequences of unchecked ambition.

- Power and Control: Initially, Jekyll feels he has control over the transformation, but as the story
progresses, he realizes the potion's power over him.
- Desire for Freedom: The potion represents Jekyll's desire to free himself from societal constraints,

ultimately leading to his tragic end.

Conclusion

SparkNotes on Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde encapsulate the themes, character dynamics, and narrative
structure of Stevenson's profound exploration of human nature. The novella serves as a timeless
reflection on the battle between good and evil within each person, encouraging readers to confront
their own duality. Through the tragic story of Jekyll and Hyde, Stevenson invites us to consider the
consequences of our choices and the importance of understanding the complex nature of our
identities. As we navigate the challenges of our own lives, the lessons from this classic work remain

relevant, prompting reflection on the balance between societal expectations and personal desires.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main theme of 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?

The main theme of 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde' is the duality of human nature, exploring the conflict

between good and evil within a single individual.

Who is the author of 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?

'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde' was written by Robert Louis Stevenson and published in 1886.

What is the significance of the character Mr. Hyde?

Mr. Hyde represents the darker side of Dr. Jekyll's personality, embodying his repressed desires and

the consequences of unchecked indulgence.

How does Dr. Jekyll transform into Mr. Hyde?

Dr. Jekyll transforms into Mr. Hyde by using a special potion that alters his physical and mental state,

allowing him to embrace his darker instincts.

What role does friendship play in 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?

Friendship plays a crucial role, particularly through the character of Mr. Utterson, who tries to uncover

the mystery behind Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde's connection and ultimately seeks to protect Jekyll.

What does the setting of Victorian London contribute to the story?

The setting of Victorian London adds to the story's atmosphere, reflecting the societal norms and moral

constraints of the time, which intensify the themes of repression and duality.

How does the novel explore the concept of identity?

The novel explores identity through the conflict between Dr. Jekyll's respectable public persona and

Mr. Hyde's immoral actions, questioning the nature of self and the masks people wear.



What narrative style is used in 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?

The novel employs a third-person narrative style, with multiple perspectives that deepen the mystery

and allow for insight into different characters' thoughts.

What is the ultimate fate of Dr. Jekyll?

Dr. Jekyll ultimately succumbs to the power of Mr. Hyde, leading to his tragic demise as he loses

control over his transformations and ends his life to stop Hyde's rampages.
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