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Chapter 10

Years passed. The seasons came and went, the short animal lives
fled by. A time came when there was no one who remembered
the old days before the Rebellion, except Clover, Benjamin,
rMoses the raven, and a number of the pigs.

Muriel was dead; Bluebell, Jessie, and Pincher were dead. Jones
too was dead—he had died in an inebriates' home in another
part of the county. Snowball was forgotten. Boxer was forgotten,
except by the few who had known him. Clover was an old stout
mare now, stiff in the joints and with a tendency to rheumy eyes.
She was two years past the retiring age, but in fact no animal
had ever actually retired. The talk of setting aside a corner of the
pasture for superannuated animals had long since been
dropped. Napoleon was now a mature boar of twenty-four
stone. Squealer was so fat that he could with difficulty see out of
his eyes. Only old Benjamin was much the same as ever, exXcept
for being a little greyer about the muzzle, and, since Boxer's
death, more morose and taciturn than ever,

There were many more creatures on the farm now, though the
increase was not 50 great as had been expected in earlier yvears.
Many animals had been born to whom the Rebellion was only a
dim tradition, passed on by word of mouth, and others had been
bought who had never heard mention of such a thing before
their arrival. The farm possessed three horses now besides
Clover. They were fine upstanding beasts, willing workers and
good comrades, but very stupid. None of them proved able to
learn the alphabet beyond the letter B. They accepted
everything that they were told about the Rebellion and the
principles of Animalism, especially from Clover, for whom they
had an almost filial respect; but it was doubtful whether they
understood very much of it.

SPARKNOTES ANIMAL FARM CHAPTER 10 SERVES AS A CRITICAL CONCLUSION TO GEORGE ORWELL'S ALLEGORICAL NOVELLA,
WHERE THE THEMES OF POWER, CORRUPTION, AND THE CYCLICAL NATURE OF TYRANNY CULMINATE. IN THIS CHAPTER, THE
NARRATIVE REACHES ITS CLIMAX AS THE ANIMALS FIND THEMSELVES IN A SITUATION THAT STARKLY CONTRASTS THEIR INITIAL
ASPIRATIONS FOR A SOCIETY FREE FROM HUMAN OPPRESSION. THIS FINAL CHAPTER IS PIVOTAL FOR UNDERSTANDING THE
OVERARCHING MESSAGE OF THE NOVEL, MAKING IT ESSENTIAL FOR STUDENTS, READERS, AND ANYONE INTERESTED IN POLITICAL
ALLEGORY.

SUMMARY ofF CHAPTER 10

IN CHAPTER 10 OF ANIMAL FARM, TIME HAS PASSED SINCE THE REBELLION, AND THE FARM HAS CHANGED SIGNIFICANTLY. THe
ONCE-PROMISING IDEALS OF ANIMALISM HAVE DECAYED INTO A REGIME THAT CLOSELY MIRRORS THE OPPRESSION THE ANIMALS
SOUGHT TO ESCAPE. THE CHAPTER OPENS WITH A BLEAK DEPICTION OF THE FARM'S CURRENT STATE:



® THE ANIMALS ARE OVERWORKED AND UNDERFED, WITH MANY OF THEM BECOMING DISILLUSIONED.

® THE PIGS HAVE TAKEN ON MORE HUMAN CHARACTERISTICS, INCLUDING WALKING ON TWO LEGS AND ENGAGING IN TRADE
WITH HUMANS.

L4 BOXERI THE LOYAL CART-HORSE, HAS BEEN INJURED AND IS ULTIMATELY SOLD TO A GLUE FACTORY, ILLUSTRATING THE
BETRAYAL OF THE WORKING CLASS.

AS THE PIGS INDULGE IN THE LUXURIES OF POWER, THEY MANIPULATE THE OTHER ANIMALS INTO BELIEVING THAT THEIR
HARDSHIPS ARE NECESSARY SACRIFICES FOR THE GREATER GOOD.

THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE PIGs

THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE PIGS IS ONE OF THE MOST STRIKING ELEMENTS IN CHAPTER 10. ORWELL ILLUSTRATES HOW
POWER CORRUPTS, AND THE PIGS BECOME INCREASINGLY INDISTINGUISHABLE FROM THE VERY HUMANS THEY ONCE OVERTHREW:

THe SeveN COMMANDMENTS

ORIGINALLY, THE PRINCIPLES OF ANIMALISM WERE ENCAPSULATED IN THE SEVEN COMMANDMENTS. HO\X/EVER, BY THE END OF THE
NOVELLA, THESE COMMANDMENTS HAVE BEEN ALTERED TO SUIT THE PIGS’ NEEDS. THE FINAL COMMANDMENT, “ALL ANIMALS ARE
EQUAL, BUT SOME ANIMALS ARE MORE EQUAL THAN OTHERS,” DEMONSTRATES THE COMPLETE PERVERSION OF THE ORIGINAL
IDEALS. THIS SHIFT REFLECTS THE BROADER THEME OF HOW REVOLUTIONARY IDEALS CAN BE MANIPULATED BY THOSE IN POWER.

THE ROLE OF SQUEALER

SQUEALER/ THE PROPAGANDIST PIG, PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN PERPETUATING THE PIGS’ LIES. HE CONTINUALLY REASSURES THE
OTHER ANIMALS THAT THEIR SUFFERING IS JUSTIFIED AND THAT THEY ARE BETTER OFF THAN THEY WERE UNDER HUMAN RULE. His
ABILITY TO TWIST LANGUAGE AND FACTS SERVES AS A REMINDER OF THE POWER OF PROPAGANDA IN SHAPING PUBLIC
PERCEPTION AND MAINTAINING CONTROL.

THE DISILLUSIONED ANIMALS

THE ANIMALS ON THE FARM, PARTICULARLY THOSE WHO WERE ONCE IDEALISTIC ABOUT THE REVOLUTION, FACE A HARSH
REALITY BY CHAPTER 10:

e NAPOLEON'S LEADERSHIP: NAPOLEON'S DICTATORIAL RULE HAS LED TO WIDESPREAD FEAR AND OPPRESSION. THE
ANIMALS, ONCE HOPEFUL, NOW LIVE IN A STATE OF DESPAIR.

* BOXER’s FATE: BOXER’S TRAGIC FATE SERVES AS A SYMBOL OF BETRAYAL. HIS UNWAVERING LOYALTY AND HARD
WORK ARE MET WITH CRUELTY, HIGHLIGHTING THE EXPLOITATION OF THE WORKING CLASS.

® THE SHeep: THE SHEEP, OFTEN USED TO DROWN OUT DISSENT, REMAIN OBLIVIOUS TO THE CHANGES, REPEATING SLOGANS
WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING THEIR IMPLICATIONS.

THESE ELEMENTS UNDERSCORE THE THEME THAT, WITHOUT VIGILANCE AND CRITICAL THINKING, THE OPPRESSED CAN EASILY
BECOME COMPLICIT IN THEIR OWN OPPRESSION.



THe FINAL Scene: THE BANQUET

THE CHAPTER CULMINATES IN A BANQUET WHERE THE PIGS ENTERTAIN THE HUMAN FARMERS. THIS SCENE IS EMBLEMATIC OF THE
COMPLETE REVERSAL OF THE REBELLION'S GOALS:

SYMBOLISM OF THE BANQUET

THE BANQUET SYMBOLIZES THE ULTIMATE BETRAYAL OF THE REVOLUTIONARY IDEALS. THE PIGS, NOW INDISTINGUISHABLE FROM
HUMANS, CELEBRATE THEIR POWER WHILE THE OTHER ANIMALS SUFFER. THE SIGHT OF PIGS AND HUMANS TOASTING TOGETHER
SERVES AS A STARK REMINDER OF THE CYCLICAL NATURE OF OPPRESSION:

- THE ANIMALS WITNESS THE PIGS ENGAGING IN BEHAVIORS THEY ONCE CONDEMNED, SUCH AS DRINKING ALCOHOL AND ENGAGING
IN TRADE.

- THE FINAL MOMENTS OF THE CHAPTER REPRESENT A COMPLETE LOSS OF IDENTITY FOR THE ANIMALS, AS THEY CAN NO LONGER
DISTINGUISH BETWEEN THEIR FORMER OPPRESSORS AND THEIR NEW RULERS.

THEMATIC ANALYSIS

CHAPTER 10 ENCAPSULATES SEVERAL KEY THEMES THAT PERMEATE ANIMAL FARM:

Power AND CORRUPTION

THE CHAPTER SERVES AS A POWERFUL COMMENTARY ON THE CORRUPTING INFLUENCE OF POWER. T HE PIGS, WHO WERE ONCE
COMRADES WITH THE OTHER ANIMALS, HAVE EVOLVED INTO OPPRESSORS. ORWELL SUGGESTS THAT REVOLUTIONS CAN LEAD
TO SIMILAR FORMS OF TYRANNY IF THE NE\XW LEADERS ADOPT THE SAME OPPRESSIVE BEHAVIORS AS THEIR PREDECESSORS.

THe BETRAYAL OF IDEALS

THE DISILLUSIONMENT OF THE ANIMALS REFLECTS A BROADER THEME OF BETRAYAL. T HE INITIAL IDEALS OF ANIMALISM —
EQUALITY, FREEDOM, AND UNITY — HAVE BEEN SACRIFICED FOR THE SAKE OF POWER AND CONTROL. THIS DISILLUSIONMENT
SERVES AS A WARNING AGAINST BLINDLY FOLLOWING LEADERS WITHOUT QUESTIONING THEIR ACTIONS.

THe CycLE oF OPPRESSION

THE CLOSING SCENES OF CHAPTER 10 HIGHLIGHT THE CYCLICAL NATURE OF OPPRESSION. THE ANIMALS' HOPE FOR A BETTER
SOCIETY HAS BEEN SHATTERED, AND THEY FIND THEMSELVES IN A SITUATION THAT MIRRORS THEIR PREVIOUS EXISTENCE UNDER
HUMAN RULE. THIS CYCLICAL PATTERN SUGGESTS THAT WITHOUT VIGILANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY, HISTORY IS DOOMED TO
REPEAT ITSELF.

ConcrusioN: THE LEGACY oF ANIMAL FARM

SpARkNOTES ANIMAL FARM CHAPTER 10 OFFERS A PROFOUND INSIGHT INTO THE THEMES OF CORRUPTION, BETRAYAL, AND THE
CYCLICAL NATURE OF POWER. THE TRAGIC FATE OF BOXER AND THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE PIGS SERVE AS REMINDERS OF THE
FRAGILITY OF REVOLUTIONARY IDEALS AND THE COMPLEXITIES OF HUMAN NATURE. ORWELL'S NOVELLA REMAINS A TIMELESS
CRITIQUE OF POWER DYNAMICS, URGING READERS TO REMAIN VIGILANT AND CRITICAL IN THEIR PURSUIT OF JUSTICE AND



EQUALITY. AS WE REFLECT ON THE LESSONS FROM ANIMAL FARM, \WE ARE REMINDED OF THE IMPORTANCE OF QUESTIONING
AUTHORITY AND THE RESPONSIBILITY OF EVERY INDIVIDUAL TO UPHOLD THE VALUES OF FREEDOM AND EQUALITY IN SOCIETY.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT HAPPENS TO THE ANIMALS' CONDITIONS IN CHAPTER 10 oF ANIMAL FARM?

IN CHAPTER ]O, THE ANIMALS’ CONDITIONS DETERIORATE FURTHER, AS THEY FACE INCREASED HARDSHIP AND OPPRESSION UNDER
THE PIGS’ RULE, WHICH HAS BECOME INDISTINGUISHABLE FROM THE HUMAN OPPRESSION THEY ORIGINALLY REVOLTED AGAINST.

How po THE PIGS’ BEHAVIORS CHANGE IN CHAPTER 10?

THE PIGS BEGIN TO ADOPT MORE HUMAN-LIKE BEHAVIORS, SUCH AS WALKING ON TWO LEGS, WEARING CLOTHES, AND ENGAGING
IN TRADE WITH HUMANS, ULTIMATELY BLURRING THE LINES BETWEEN THE ANIMALS AND THEIR FORMER OPPRESSORS.

W/HAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE COMMANDMENT CHANGES IN CHAPTER 10°

THE COMMANDMENT CHANGES SIGNIFY THE PIGS’ COMPLETE BETRAYAL OF THE ORIGINAL IDEALS OF ANIMALISM, AS THEY ALTER
THE COMMANDMENTS TO JUSTIFY THEIR ACTIONS AND MAINTAIN CONTROL OVER THE OTHER ANIMALS.

\W/HO IS THE CHARACTER THAT REPRESENTS THE WORKING CLASS IN CHAPTER 107

BOXER, THE HARDW ORKING HORSE, REPRESENTS THE WORKING CLASS IN CHAPTER ]O, AS HE REMAINS LOYAL TO THE FARM EVEN
AS HE IS ULTIMATELY BETRAYED AND SENT AWAY FOR SLAUGHTER WHEN HE CAN NO LONGER W ORK.

\WHAT DOES THE FINAL SCENE IN CHAPTER 10 REVEAL ABOUT THE PIGS?

THE FINAL SCENE REVEALS THE COMPLETE TRANSFORMATION OF THE PIGS INTO THEIR FORMER OPPRESSORS, AS THE ANIMALS
LOOK THROUGH THE FARMHOUSE WINDOW AND CANNOT TELL THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE PIGS AND THE HUMANS.

\W/HAT ROLE DOES PROPAGANDA PLAY IN CHAPTER 107

PROPAGANDA PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN CHAPTER 10 AS THE PIGS MANIPULATE LANGUAGE AND INFORMATION TO MAINTAIN
THEIR POWER, CONVINCING THE OTHER ANIMALS THAT THEIR SITUATION IS BETTER THAN IT WAS BEFORE.

How DO THE OTHER ANIMALS REACT TO THE CHANGES ON THE FARM IN CHAPTER 10°?

THE OTHER ANIMALS ARE CONFUSED AND DISILLUSIONED, STRUGGLING TO RECONCILE THEIR MEMORIES OF THE REBELLION WITH
THE CURRENT STATE OF THE FARM, OFTEN FEELING HELPLESS AGAINST THE PIGS’ INCREASING TYRANNY.

\WHAT DOES THE SONG 'BEASTS oF ENGLAND' symBoLIzE IN CHAPTER 10?

IN CHAPTER ]O, THE BANNING OF ‘BEASTS OF ENGLAND' SYMBOLIZES THE COMPLETE LOSS OF HOPE AND THE BETRAYAL OF THE
REVOLUTIONARY IDEALS, AS THE SONG REPRESENTED THE ANIMALS’ DREAMS OF FREEDOM AND EQUALITY.

\W/HAT IS THE FATE OF BOXER IN CHAPTER 10°

BOXER IS BETRAYED AND SENT TO THE KNACKER WHEN HE BECOMES TOO WEAK TO WORK, ILLUSTRATING THE EXPLOITATION OF
THE WORKING CLASS AND THE PIGS’ DISREGARD FOR THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS.

How poes CHAPTER 10 oF ANIMAL FARM END?

CHAPTER 10 ENDS WITH THE CHILLING REALIZATION THAT THE PIGS HAVE BECOME INDISTINGUISHABLE FROM HUMANS, LEAVING
THE OTHER ANIMALS IN DESPAIR AS THEY WITNESS THE COMPLETE CORRUPTION OF THEIR ORIGINAL IDEALS.
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