Star Ocean First Departure R Walkthrough

First Departure R__
W

Transmission Incoming...

Star Ocean First Departure R is a remastered version of the classic RPG that
was originally released on the Super Famicom in 1996. This enhanced edition
provides both new players and veterans of the series with an opportunity to
explore the rich universe of Star Ocean with updated graphics, music, and
gameplay mechanics. This article serves as a comprehensive walkthrough to
help you navigate through the game, tackle its challenges, and appreciate its
story.

Getting Started

Before diving into the game, it's essential to understand the basics of
gameplay mechanics, character selection, and the initial setup.

Choosing Your Characters

At the beginning of Star Ocean First Departure R, players can choose between
two main characters:

— Rena Lanford: A mysterious girl who seeks help from the protagonist to save
her planet.

- Fayt Leingod: An adventurous young man caught in the turmoil of an
interstellar conflict.

Each character has unique abilities and storylines. You can also select a

supporting character to accompany you, each with different skills and
attributes.

Understanding the Game Mechanics

— Combat System: The game features a real-time battle system. Players can
control their characters directly, using a combination of physical attacks



and special abilities.

— Skill Development: Characters can learn new skills and improve existing
ones through battle experience and exploration.

— Item Crafting: Collecting materials allows you to create weapons and items
that enhance your character's capabilities.

Walkthrough: The Early Game

The early stages of Star Ocean First Departure R introduce players to the
gameplay mechanics and the narrative.

Chapter 1: The Beginning of an Adventure

1. Introduction: Players start in the village of Arlia. Speak with villagers
to gather information and items.

2. First Quest: After a brief introduction, you will embark on your first
quest to find Rena’s mother. Explore the surrounding areas and complete minor
side quests for experience.

3. Battle Tutorial: Engage in your first battles against monsters to
familiarize yourself with the combat system.

Chapter 2: The Journey to Expel

1. Traveling to Expel: Once you’ve gathered enough experience and items, head
to the nearby town. Here, you will learn about the larger conflict affecting
the planet.

2. Meeting New Allies: Along the way, you will meet additional characters who
will join your party. Ensure to interact with them and understand their
abilities.

3. Dungeon Exploration: Explore dungeons to find treasure and experience
points. Pay attention to your health and use items wisely.

Mid-Game Strategies

As you progress through Star Ocean First Departure R, the difficulty
increases, and strategic planning becomes more critical.

Character Development

- Leveling Up: Focus on leveling up your characters by engaging in battles
and completing quests.

— Skill Points: Allocate skill points carefully. Balance between offensive
and defensive skills based on your playstyle.

- Crafting Equipment: Regularly check your inventory and craft new equipment
to enhance your party's strength.



Key Locations to Visit

- Medea: A bustling town where you can gather quests and purchase supplies.

— The Cave of Trials: A challenging dungeon that tests your combat skills and
offers valuable rewards.

— The Mystic Forest: A location filled with hidden treasures and powerful
enemies.

Late Game Challenges

As you approach the climax of Star Ocean First Departure R, you will face
formidable foes and intricate plot twists.

Chapter 3: The Final Confrontation

1. Gathering Allies: Before facing the final boss, ensure that you have
gathered all available allies. Each character brings unique strengths to the
battle.

2. Upgrading Equipment: Make sure your weapons and armor are at their highest
potential. Consider using rare materials to craft legendary items.

3. Final Dungeon: Prepare for the endgame dungeon, which is filled with
powerful enemies and complex puzzles.

Boss Strategies

- First Encounter: Focus on dodging the boss’s powerful attacks while dealing
damage. Use healing items when necessary.

— Second Phase: The boss may change tactics during the battle. Stay alert and
adapt your strategy accordingly.

— Coordinated Attacks: Use character abilities in combination to maximize
damage output and minimize the battle duration.

Post—-Game Content

After completing the main storyline, Star Ocean First Departure R offers
additional content to explore.

Side Quests and Optional Bosses

— Side Quests: Engage in side quests to gain extra experience, items, and
story content. These missions often involve helping NPCs or defeating
powerful foes.

— Optional Dungeons: Explore optional dungeons that contain rare items and
boss encounters for additional challenges.



Endgame Builds and Strategies

— Character Builds: Experiment with different character builds to find a
combination that suits your playstyle. Focus on maximizing strengths while
compensating for weaknesses.

— New Game Plus: Consider starting a New Game Plus run to experience the game
with enhanced difficulty and carry over your character’s abilities and items.

Tips for Success

To make your journey through Star Ocean First Departure R smoother, consider
the following tips:

e Save Often: Use save points frequently to avoid losing progress.

e Explore Thoroughly: Take the time to explore every area for hidden
treasures and quests.

e Manage Resources: Keep an eye on your inventory and manage items
effectively to ensure you have what you need in tough battles.

e Learn Enemy Patterns: Take note of enemy attack patterns to develop
effective strategies against them.

Conclusion

Star Ocean First Departure R is a rich and engaging RPG that combines classic
gameplay with modern enhancements. By following this walkthrough, players can
navigate the story, develop their characters, and enjoy the immersive world
that Star Ocean offers. Whether you are a returning fan or a newcomer to the
series, this journey will provide countless hours of adventure and
entertainment. Happy gaming!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary objective in Star Ocean: First
Departure R?

The primary objective in Star Ocean: First Departure R is to follow the story
of Roddick and his friends as they embark on a quest to save their planet
from a mysterious illness and uncover the secrets of the ancient ruins.

How do I efficiently level up characters in Star
Ocean: First Departure R?

To efficiently level up characters in Star Ocean: First Departure R, focus on
engaging in battles regularly, participating in side quests, and utilizing



the skill systems to gain experience points. Additionally, make use of the
game's 'Private Actions' to enhance character relationships, which can also
provide experience boosts.

What are the best strategies for boss fights in Star
Ocean: First Departure R?

For boss fights in Star Ocean: First Departure R, it'’s essential to
understand the boss's attack patterns, utilize defensive skills, and manage
your party's resources effectively. Make sure to equip the right items and
spells that exploit the boss's weaknesses, and coordinate your attacks to
maximize damage while keeping your party members healed.

Where can I find rare items and equipment in Star
Ocean: First Departure R?

Rare items and equipment in Star Ocean: First Departure R can be found in
hidden treasure chests throughout dungeons, as rewards for completing side
quests, or by defeating specific enemies. Exploring thoroughly and
interacting with NPCs can also lead to discovering unique items.

How do I unlock new skills and abilities for my
characters?

To unlock new skills and abilities in Star Ocean: First Departure R, you need
to level up your characters and invest points into specific skill trees.
Additionally, certain skills can be learned by using them frequently during
battles, so regularly utilizing a character's abilities will help unlock more
advanced skills.

What is the importance of Private Actions in the
game?

Private Actions in Star Ocean: First Departure R are crucial for character
development and relationship building. They allow players to engage in
dialogues that can affect character dynamics and unlock additional story
content, side quests, and endings. Participating in these actions helps
deepen the narrative experience.
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