
Standard Of Excellence Jazz Ensemble
Method

Standard of Excellence Jazz Ensemble Method is a highly regarded educational resource
designed to cultivate the skills of young musicians in jazz performance. This method not only focuses
on the technical aspects of playing instruments but also emphasizes the understanding of jazz as a
genre, including improvisation, ensemble playing, and stylistic interpretation. The Standard of
Excellence Jazz Ensemble Method aims to provide a comprehensive approach to jazz education,
ensuring that students develop a well-rounded skill set necessary for success in the world of jazz.



Overview of the Method

The Standard of Excellence Jazz Ensemble Method is structured to cater to various skill levels, making
it suitable for both beginners and more advanced players. This method is grounded in several key
principles that guide its teaching approach:

1. Comprehensive Musicianship: The method prioritizes developing a well-rounded musician, focusing
on theoretical knowledge, aural skills, and performance techniques.

2. Jazz Improvisation: Recognizing improvisation as a cornerstone of jazz, the method provides
numerous exercises and resources to help students create their own solos and melodies.

3. Ensemble Playing: The importance of playing in a group setting is highlighted, teaching students
how to listen and interact with their peers musically.

4. Diverse Musical Styles: While the focus is on jazz, the method incorporates elements from various
genres to enhance students' versatility and adaptability.

Curriculum Components

The curriculum of the Standard of Excellence Jazz Ensemble Method is divided into several
components that work together to provide a holistic educational experience. These components
include:

1. Instructional Materials

The method includes a range of instructional materials designed to facilitate learning:

- Student Books: These books contain essential exercises, lead sheets, and arrangements tailored for
different instruments within the ensemble.

- Teacher Editions: Designed for educators, these editions provide additional insights, teaching tips,
and strategies for effectively delivering the curriculum.

- Accompaniment Tracks: High-quality recordings of rhythm sections accompany student practice,
allowing for realistic performance experiences.

2. Warm-up Exercises

Warm-up exercises are vital in preparing students for performance. The Standard of Excellence Jazz
Ensemble Method includes:

- Technical Exercises: Scales, arpeggios, and chromatic exercises that build technique and dexterity.



- Listening Exercises: Activities that develop aural skills and help students learn to identify different
jazz styles and elements.

3. Repertoire Selection

The repertoire is carefully curated to expose students to a variety of jazz styles and compositions. Key
features include:

- Classic Jazz Standards: Well-known pieces that are essential for any jazz musician's repertoire.

- Contemporary Works: Modern compositions that reflect current trends in the jazz world.

- Original Compositions: Works created specifically for the method, providing fresh material for
students to explore.

4. Improvisation Focus

Improvisation is a fundamental aspect of jazz, and the method incorporates various strategies to
improve this skill:

- Soloing Exercises: Structured exercises that encourage students to experiment with melodies over
chord changes.

- Call and Response Activities: Engaging students in interactive improvisation, fostering creativity and
communication.

Teaching Strategies

The Standard of Excellence Jazz Ensemble Method employs various teaching strategies to enhance
learning outcomes. These strategies include:

1. Active Learning

Students are encouraged to participate actively in their learning process. This may involve:

- Group Discussions: Facilitating conversations about jazz history, theory, and performance practices.

- Peer Teaching: Allowing students to teach one another, reinforcing their own understanding while
helping their peers.



2. Performance Opportunities

Performance is a crucial element of the curriculum. The method encourages:

- Ensemble Performances: Regular group performances to apply learned skills in real-world contexts.

- Solo Recitals: Opportunities for individual students to showcase their improvisation and technical
abilities.

3. Use of Technology

The integration of technology enhances the learning experience. This includes:

- Online Resources: Access to supplementary materials, videos, and interactive exercises.

- Recording Tools: Encouraging students to record their performances to evaluate their progress and
identify areas for improvement.

Benefits of the Standard of Excellence Jazz Ensemble
Method

The benefits of utilizing the Standard of Excellence Jazz Ensemble Method extend beyond mere
technical proficiency. Some of the most significant advantages include:

1. Development of Critical Skills

Students not only become proficient on their instruments but also develop essential skills such as:

- Listening: Learning to actively listen to other musicians in an ensemble setting.

- Collaboration: Understanding the importance of working together to create a cohesive sound.

2. Increased Confidence

As students progress through the method, they gain confidence in their abilities, leading to:

- Willingness to Take Risks: Encouraging experimentation in improvisation and performance.

- Stage Presence: Building comfort and poise when performing in front of an audience.



3. Lifelong Love for Jazz

By immersing students in the world of jazz, the Standard of Excellence Jazz Ensemble Method fosters:

- Appreciation for the Genre: Developing a deeper understanding and love for jazz music.

- Continuing Education: Inspiring students to pursue further study and involvement in music
throughout their lives.

Conclusion

The Standard of Excellence Jazz Ensemble Method stands out as a comprehensive and effective
approach to jazz education. By emphasizing comprehensive musicianship, improvisation, ensemble
playing, and diverse musical styles, this method prepares students to become skilled musicians
capable of thriving in the jazz genre. With its well-structured curriculum components, innovative
teaching strategies, and myriad benefits, the Standard of Excellence Jazz Ensemble Method equips
students with the tools and confidence they need to explore the rich world of jazz music. Whether for
aspiring professionals or passionate hobbyists, this method serves as an invaluable resource for
anyone looking to deepen their understanding and appreciation of jazz.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Standard of Excellence Jazz Ensemble Method?
The Standard of Excellence Jazz Ensemble Method is a comprehensive educational resource designed
to teach jazz performance skills to students in a structured way, focusing on improvisation, ensemble
playing, and musicianship.

Who is the target audience for the Standard of Excellence Jazz
Ensemble Method?
The method is primarily aimed at middle and high school jazz ensembles, but it can also be beneficial
for college-level students and community bands looking to enhance their jazz performance skills.

What are the key features of the Standard of Excellence Jazz
Ensemble Method?
Key features include a variety of graded performance pieces, instructional resources for
improvisation, detailed rehearsal strategies, and exercises designed to develop ensemble playing and
listening skills.

How does the Standard of Excellence Jazz Ensemble Method



support improvisation skills?
The method includes specific exercises and practice routines that guide students in developing their
improvisation skills, incorporating scales, chord progressions, and stylistic techniques that are
essential in jazz music.

Can the Standard of Excellence Jazz Ensemble Method be
integrated with other music curricula?
Yes, it is designed to complement other music education programs and can be easily integrated into
existing curricula as it promotes foundational skills that are essential for all musicians, particularly in
the jazz genre.
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Discover the 'Standard of Excellence Jazz Ensemble Method' to elevate your band's performance.
Learn more about this innovative approach today!
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