St Louis Weather History By Date

St Louis weather history by date is a fascinating topic that reveals the climatic intricacies and
significant weather events that have shaped this vibrant Midwestern city over the years.
Understanding the weather history of St. Louis not only provides insight into past patterns but also
helps residents and visitors prepare for future conditions. In this article, we will delve into the
weather history of St. Louis by examining notable weather events by date, exploring seasonal
variations, and discussing the implications of these patterns on the region's lifestyle and activities.

Overview of St. Louis Climate

St. Louis experiences a humid subtropical climate characterized by four distinct seasons: warm
summers, cold winters, and moderate spring and fall temperatures. The city's location near the
confluence of the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers contributes to its weather variability.

Seasonal Weather Patterns

- Spring (March to May):

Spring is marked by gradually warming temperatures and increasing humidity. The average
temperatures range from the mid-50s to the low 80s Fahrenheit. However, this season is also
notorious for severe thunderstorms and tornadoes, particularly in April and May.

- Summer (June to August):
Summers in St. Louis are hot and humid, with temperatures often exceeding 90°F. This season can
experience heatwaves, and the humidity level can make it feel even warmer. Thunderstorms are



common in the afternoons and evenings.

- Fall (September to November):

Fall sees a gradual decrease in temperature, with averages ranging from the upper 60s to mid-70s in
September, falling to the 40s and 50s by November. The weather can be quite pleasant, making it a
popular time for outdoor activities.

- Winter (December to February):
Winters in St. Louis can be cold, with temperatures often dipping below freezing. Snowfall varies
from year to year, but on average, the city receives about 18 inches of snow annually.

Significant Weather Events by Date

St. Louis has experienced a variety of significant weather events throughout its history. Here are
some notable occurrences organized by date:

March 18, 1925 - The Great Tri-State Tornado

On March 18, 1925, the Great Tri-State Tornado swept through St. Louis, causing widespread
destruction. The tornado traveled over 219 miles, affecting several states, including Missouri,
Illinois, and Indiana. In St. Louis, the tornado resulted in 66 fatalities and over 600 injuries, making
it one of the deadliest tornadoes in U.S. history.

July 14, 1954 - A Record Heatwave

The summer of 1954 was notable for its extreme heat, with July 14 reaching a scorching 108°F. This
record high was part of a heatwave that affected the entire region, leading to heat-related illnesses
and fatalities. The event highlighted the risks of extreme summer temperatures in St. Louis.

January 8-9, 2009 - Ice Storm

An ice storm struck St. Louis on January 8-9, 2009, causing significant disruptions. The storm
resulted in up to an inch of ice accumulation, leading to power outages for thousands of residents
and dangerous travel conditions. This event underscored the impact of winter weather on the city.

April 22, 2011 - Tornado Outbreak

St. Louis was part of a significant tornado outbreak on April 22, 2011, with multiple tornadoes
reported in the region. While the city itself escaped the worst of the damage, surrounding areas
experienced significant destruction. This event served as a reminder of the tornado risks during
spring in St. Louis.



February 1-2, 2011 - Snowstorm

On February 1-2, 2011, St. Louis was hit by a major snowstorm that dumped over a foot of snow on
the city. The storm paralyzed transportation, closed schools, and caused numerous accidents. The
severity of this winter storm highlighted the need for preparedness during the colder months.

Understanding Weather Trends in St. Louis

Analyzing St. Louis weather history by date reveals emerging trends that can help residents and
meteorologists predict future conditions. Some important trends include:

Increasing Temperatures

Long-term climate data indicate that average temperatures in St. Louis have been rising over the
past several decades. This increase may lead to more frequent and severe heatwaves during the
summer months.

Shifts in Precipitation Patterns

There has been a noticeable shift in precipitation patterns, with some seasons experiencing heavier
rainfall and others seeing drought conditions. This variability can impact agriculture, water supply,
and flood risks.

Severe Weather Frequency

The frequency of severe weather events, including tornadoes and thunderstorms, appears to be
increasing. This trend necessitates improved public awareness and preparedness measures to
mitigate the impact of severe weather.

Preparing for St. Louis Weather

Given the historical weather patterns and trends, residents of St. Louis should prioritize
preparedness for various weather conditions. Here are some tips:

e Stay Informed: Regularly check weather forecasts and alerts from reputable sources to stay
updated on potential severe weather.

 Emergency Kits: Prepare emergency kits with essentials like water, non-perishable food,
flashlights, batteries, and first-aid supplies.



e Tornado Safety: Know where to take shelter during tornado warnings. Basements or interior
rooms without windows are ideal.

e Winter Preparedness: Keep snow shovels, ice melt, and warm clothing accessible during
winter months.

e Flood Awareness: Be aware of your home’s flood risk, especially during heavy rain seasons.
Have a plan in place to evacuate if necessary.

Conclusion

Exploring St Louis weather history by date reveals a rich tapestry of climatic events that have
influenced the city and its inhabitants over the years. From deadly tornadoes to record heatwaves
and significant snowstorms, the weather in St. Louis has had a profound impact on daily life,
infrastructure, and emergency preparedness. By understanding these historical events and trends,
residents can be better equipped to navigate the challenges posed by the ever-changing weather in
this remarkable city.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the coldest temperature recorded in St. Louis on
January 1st?

The coldest temperature recorded in St. Louis on January 1st was -17°F in 1884.

How often does St. Louis experience snowfall in December?

St. Louis typically experiences snowfall in December about 5-6 days on average, with varying
accumulation each year.

What significant weather event occurred in St. Louis on April
28, 20112

On April 28, 2011, St. Louis experienced severe thunderstorms that produced tornadoes, causing
significant damage across the region.

What is the average high temperature in St. Louis on July 4th?

The average high temperature in St. Louis on July 4th is around 88°F, often accompanied by high
humidity.

Which year had the most rainfall recorded in St. Louis on June



15th?

June 15, 2008, had the most rainfall recorded in St. Louis, with over 6 inches falling in a single day.

What was the record high temperature in St. Louis on August
2nd?

The record high temperature in St. Louis on August 2nd was 107°F, set in 1980.

How does St. Louis' weather on Thanksgiving typically
compare to other days in late November?

St. Louis' weather on Thanksgiving typically features milder temperatures compared to the colder
averages of late November, often ranging from the mid-40s to low 50s°F.
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Explore St. Louis weather history by date to uncover fascinating climate patterns and significant
events. Learn more about past weather trends now!
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