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Stalking Jack the Ripper is a gripping historical fiction novel by Kerri Maniscalco that combines
mystery, romance, and a deep dive into the macabre world of Victorian London. The book, published
in 2016, is the first in a series that follows the adventures of Audrey Rose Wadsworth, a strong-willed
young woman who defies societal norms to pursue her passion for forensic science. The narrative is
steeped in the chilling atmosphere of the infamous Jack the Ripper murders, making it a captivating
read for fans of both historical fiction and thrillers. This article explores the themes, characters, and
historical context of "Stalking Jack the Ripper," shedding light on why it has resonated with readers.



Historical Context

The Ripper Murders

The story of Jack the Ripper is one of the most infamous unsolved criminal cases in history. In 1888, a
series of brutal murders took place in the Whitechapel district of London, where five women, often
referred to as the "canonical five," were murdered. These women were:

1. Mary Ann Nichols
2. Annie Chapman

3. Elizabeth Stride

4. Catherine Eddowes
5. Mary Jane Kelly

The killer's identity remains a mystery, fueling countless theories and speculations over the years.
The sensationalism surrounding the Ripper case captivated the public and media, leading to
widespread panic and a fascination that persists today.

Victorian Society and Gender Roles

To fully understand "Stalking Jack the Ripper," it's essential to consider the societal context of
Victorian England. During this period, women were generally expected to adhere to strict roles as
wives and mothers, with limited opportunities for autonomy or education. The book highlights these
constraints through the character of Audrey Rose, who challenges the era's gender norms by pursuing
a career in forensic science—a field dominated by men.

Plot Summary

"Stalking Jack the Ripper" follows the journey of Audrey Rose Wadsworth, a young woman from a
wealthy family who is determined to break free from the constraints of her societal role. She secretly
assists her uncle, a forensic scientist, in his work, which includes examining murder victims and
conducting autopsies.

The plot thickens when the infamous Jack the Ripper begins his killing spree, and Audrey Rose finds
herself drawn into the investigation. Alongside her, Thomas Cresswell, a charming and intelligent
fellow student with a penchant for solving crimes, becomes both an ally and a romantic interest.

As the story unfolds, readers are taken on a thrilling journey through the dark streets of London, filled
with suspense, danger, and unexpected twists. Audrey Rose must navigate her obsession with the
macabre while also confronting the societal expectations that seek to limit her.



Main Characters

The characters in "Stalking Jack the Ripper" are richly developed, each playing a crucial role in the
narrative. Below are some of the key characters:

- Audrey Rose Wadsworth: The protagonist, a strong-willed young woman with a passion for forensic
science. She struggles against societal expectations and is determined to prove her worth in a male-
dominated field.

- Thomas Cresswell: A charming and witty fellow student who shares Audrey Rose's interest in
forensic science. His intelligence and flirtatious demeanor provide both comic relief and romantic

tension in the story.

- Audrey Rose's Uncle: A forensic scientist who serves as a mentor to Audrey Rose. His progressive
views on women's roles in science are a source of inspiration for her.

- The Ripper: While not a character in the traditional sense, the presence of Jack the Ripper looms
large over the story, serving as the catalyst for much of the action and suspense.

Themes

"Stalking Jack the Ripper" explores several important themes that resonate with readers:

Gender Roles and Feminism

The struggle against societal expectations and gender norms is a central theme in the novel. Audrey
Rose's journey represents the fight for women's rights and autonomy, showcasing her determination
to pursue a career in a field traditionally reserved for men.

Obsession and Morality

The exploration of obsession, particularly in relation to death and forensic science, is another
significant theme. Audrey Rose's fascination with the macabre leads her to confront moral dilemmas,
challenging her beliefs and values throughout the story.

Love and Relationships

The budding romance between Audrey Rose and Thomas Cresswell adds an emotional layer to the
narrative. Their relationship develops amidst the backdrop of danger and mystery, highlighting the
complexities of love in challenging circumstances.



Writing Style

Kerri Maniscalco's writing is characterized by its vivid imagery and atmospheric descriptions. The
portrayal of Victorian London is both haunting and enchanting, immersing readers in the time period.
Maniscalco's use of first-person narration allows readers to connect deeply with Audrey Rose's
thoughts and emotions, making her struggles and triumphs all the more relatable.

The dialogue is sharp and witty, particularly between Audrey Rose and Thomas, adding a lighthearted
element to the otherwise dark subject matter. This balance of humor and horror keeps readers
engaged and invested in the characters' journeys.

Reception and Impact

Upon its release, "Stalking Jack the Ripper" quickly gained popularity among young adult readers and
received positive reviews from critics. The book was praised for its strong female protagonist,
engaging plot, and well-researched historical context. It has since spawned a series of sequels,
including:

1. Hunting Prince Dracula
2. Escaping From Houdini
3. Capturing the Devil

The success of the series has solidified Kerri Maniscalco's reputation as a leading voice in young adult
historical fiction. The novel has also inspired a dedicated fanbase, leading to discussions about
feminism, true crime, and historical representation in literature.

Conclusion

"Stalking Jack the Ripper" is much more than a mere retelling of a historical mystery; it is a story of
resilience, passion, and the quest for identity. Through the lens of Audrey Rose Wadsworth, Kerri
Maniscalco explores timeless themes that resonate with readers today. The combination of a strong
female lead, a captivating plot, and rich historical context makes it a must-read for anyone interested
in the darker sides of history and literature. As the series continues to unfold, readers are left eager to
see where Audrey Rose's journey will take her next, and what new challenges she will face in a world
that often seeks to confine her.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Stalking Jack the Ripper' about?

'Stalking Jack the Ripper' is a historical mystery novel by Kerri Maniscalco that follows a young woman
named Audrey Rose Wadsworth as she investigates a series of gruesome murders in Victorian London
while defying societal expectations.



Who is the main character in 'Stalking Jack the Ripper'?

The main character is Audrey Rose Wadsworth, a strong-willed and intelligent young woman who is
fascinated by forensic science and seeks to uncover the truth behind the Jack the Ripper murders.

What themes are explored in 'Stalking Jack the Ripper'?

The novel explores themes of gender roles, societal expectations, the pursuit of knowledge, and the
struggle for independence, set against the backdrop of a chilling historical mystery.

Is 'Stalking Jack the Ripper' part of a series?

Yes, 'Stalking Jack the Ripper' is the first book in a series by Kerri Maniscalco, followed by other titles
that feature Audrey Rose Wadsworth in different historical settings and mysteries.

What is the setting of 'Stalking Jack the Ripper'?

‘Stalking Jack the Ripper" is set in Victorian London, a time characterized by strict social hierarchies
and the burgeoning field of forensic science.

Has 'Stalking Jack the Ripper' received any awards?

Yes, 'Stalking Jack the Ripper' has received critical acclaim and has been nominated for various
awards, including the Goodreads Choice Awards and the YALSA Best Fiction for Young Adults.

What is unique about the writing style of 'Stalking Jack the
Ripper'?

Kerri Maniscalco's writing style is noted for its vivid descriptions, suspenseful pacing, and strong
character development, which brings the historical setting and its characters to life.

Who is the antagonist in 'Stalking Jack the Ripper'?

The antagonist is the infamous Jack the Ripper himself, a mysterious figure responsible for the brutal
murders that Audrey Rose seeks to solve throughout the novel.
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