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SkyWest pilot training schedule is a vital component for aspiring pilots
aiming to join one of the largest regional airlines in the United States.
SkyWest Airlines operates flights for major carriers and offers a robust
training program designed to equip pilots with the necessary skills and
knowledge to succeed in their careers. This article will delve into the
various stages of the training schedule, the requirements to become a SkyWest
pilot, and tips for prospective candidates.

Become a SkyWest cadet
{apply at skywest.com)

Overview of SkyWest Airlines

SkyWest Airlines, founded in 1972, has become a significant player in the
aviation industry, operating as a regional airline for major carriers like
Delta, United, and American Airlines. With a fleet that includes Bombardier
CRJ and Embraer E-Jet aircraft, SkyWest plays a crucial role in connecting
small cities to major hubs. The airline is known for its commitment to
safety, customer service, and employee development, making it an attractive
choice for aspiring pilots.

Requirements to Become a SkyWest Pilot

Before diving into the SkyWest pilot training schedule, it is essential to
understand the prerequisites for becoming a pilot at SkyWest. Candidates must
meet several requirements, including:



e Age: Applicants must be at least 21 years old.

e Education: A minimum of a high school diploma is required, though a
college degree is preferred.

e Licenses: Candidates must possess at least a Commercial Pilot
Certificate and an Instrument Rating. An Airline Transport Pilot (ATP)
Certificate is highly desirable.

e Flight Hours: A minimum of 1,500 flight hours is typically required for
an ATP, though candidates can begin training with fewer hours.

* Medical Certificate: A first-class medical certificate issued by an FAA-
authorized aviation medical examiner 1is necessary.

SkyWest Pilot Training Schedule

The SkyWest pilot training schedule is designed to provide a comprehensive
learning experience that encompasses both ground school and flight training.
The training process can be broken down into several key phases:

1. Initial Ground School

The initial ground school is the first step in the training schedule. This
phase typically lasts for about two to four weeks and includes the following
topics:

1. Aviation Regulations: Understanding FAA regulations and compliance.

2. Aircraft Systems: Learning the systems and operations of the specific
aircraft type.

3. Flight Operations: Familiarization with standard operating procedures
(SOPs) .

4. Navigation and Flight Planning: Techniques for effective navigation and
planning for flights.

5. Emergency Procedures: Proper protocols in case of in-flight emergencies.

During this phase, students will also take written exams to ensure they have
grasped the material covered.



2. Simulator Training

Following the ground school, pilots will move on to simulator training, which
generally lasts for an additional two to four weeks. This phase includes:

Multi-Engine Training: Pilots will practice flying multi-engine aircraft
in a realistic simulator environment.

Emergency Scenarios: Simulating various emergency situations to prepare
pilots for real-life challenges.

Systems Management: Learning how to manage aircraft systems during
flight.

Normal Operations: Practicing standard flight maneuvers and operations.

Simulator training is crucial as it allows pilots to gain experience without
the risks associated with actual flight.

3. Flight Training

Once simulator training is complete, pilots will engage in actual flight
training, which can last from four to eight weeks depending on individual
progress. This phase includes:

1. Flight Maneuvers: Pilots will practice basic and advanced flight
maneuvers under the supervision of a certified flight instructor.

2. Cross-Country Flights: Pilots will complete cross-country flights to
develop navigation skills and experience.

3. Checkrides: Pilots will undergo checkrides, which are evaluations by
FAA-designated pilot examiners to assess their flying skills.

4. Route Familiarization: Familiarity with specific routes that SkyWest
operates, including airport layouts and procedures.

Flight training is where pilots apply what they have learned in ground school
and simulators in real-world scenarios.



4. Line Training

After successfully completing flight training, new pilots will enter the line
training phase. This phase typically lasts around two to four weeks and
involves:

e Operational Experience: Flying actual routes with passengers under the
supervision of a training captain.

e Real-Time Decision Making: Pilots will make decisions in real-time while
handling various situations that arise during flights.

e Feedback and Evaluation: Continuous assessment and feedback from
training captains to enhance skills.

Line training is crucial as it provides pilots with practical experience in
the operational environment.

Additional Training Opportunities

SkyWest Airlines invests in the continuous development of its pilots. After
completing the initial training schedule, pilots can take advantage of
various training opportunities:

1. Advanced Training Programs

SkyWest offers advanced training programs for pilots who wish to enhance
their skills further. These programs may include:

e Upset Recovery Training: Techniques for recovering from unusual
attitudes in flight.

* Leadership Training: Development of leadership skills for those aspiring
to become captains.

e Specialized Aircraft Training: Training programs for new aircraft types
introduced to the SkyWest fleet.



2. Mentorship and Support

New pilots at SkyWest are often paired with experienced mentors who provide
guidance and support throughout their careers. This mentorship can include:

1. Career Development: Assistance with career planning and advancement
opportunities.

2. Skill Enhancement: Tips and strategies for improving flying skills.

3. Work-Life Balance: Guidance on managing the demands of a pilot's
schedule.

Conclusion

The SkyWest pilot training schedule is a comprehensive program that prepares
aspiring pilots for successful careers in aviation. With a focus on safety,
skills development, and mentorship, SkyWest Airlines ensures that its pilots
are well-equipped to handle the challenges of flying in a dynamic
environment. For those considering a career as a pilot at SkyWest,
understanding the training schedule and requirements is the first step toward
achieving their aviation dreams. With dedication and commitment, prospective
pilots can take advantage of the extensive training opportunities provided by
SkyWest Airlines and embark on a fulfilling career in the skies.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the typical duration of the SkyWest pilot
training program?

The SkyWest pilot training program typically lasts between 6 to 8 weeks,
depending on the individual's pace and the specific aircraft being trained
on.

Are there any prerequisites for joining the SkyWest
pilot training program?

Yes, candidates must have a commercial pilot license, a valid first-class
medical certificate, and typically at least 1,500 flight hours or equivalent
experience.



What types of aircraft do pilots train on at
SkyWest?

Pilots at SkyWest primarily train on regional jets, including the Bombardier
CRJ series and the Embraer E175.

Is the SkyWest pilot training schedule flexible for
trainees?

The training schedule is generally structured, but there may be some
flexibility depending on individual progress and specific training needs.

Does SkyWest provide accommodations during pilot
training?

Yes, SkyWest often provides accommodations for pilots in training, especially
if they are coming from out of town.

What kind of training methods are used in the
SkyWest pilot training program?

SkyWest utilizes a combination of ground school, simulator training, and
flight training with experienced instructors.

How often does SkyWest conduct pilot training
sessions?

SkyWest conducts pilot training sessions regularly throughout the year, with
specific cohorts starting based on operational needs and demand.
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