
Smoke On The Water Lyrics

Smoke on the water lyrics hold a special place in the hearts of rock music enthusiasts
around the world. Written by the legendary band Deep Purple, this song was released in
1972 as part of their album "Machine Head." The lyrics, inspired by a real-life event,
capture a moment of chaos and inspiration that has solidified its status as a classic rock
anthem. In this article, we will delve into the meaning behind the lyrics, the story of their
creation, and the impact of "Smoke on the Water" on music and popular culture.

The Story Behind "Smoke on the Water" Lyrics

The inspiration for "Smoke on the Water" comes from a fire that broke out during a Frank
Zappa and The Mothers of Invention concert in Montreux, Switzerland, in December 1971.
The band had traveled to Montreux to record their album, but the unexpected incident
altered their plans dramatically.

The Incident at Montreux

On the night of the concert, a fan fired a flare gun inside the Montreux Casino, leading to a
devastating fire. The casino was engulfed in flames, and the smoke from the fire was visible
over Lake Geneva. The band witnessed the chaos unfold, and soon after, they decided to
write a song about their experience.

The lyrics of "Smoke on the Water" recount this event in a straightforward yet compelling
manner:

1. The Incident: It begins with a vivid description of the fire, setting the scene for the
listener.
2. The Aftermath: The lyrics reflect on the chaos that ensued and the impact it had on the
band's plans.



3. Resilience: Despite the setback, the band’s determination to continue creating music
shines through.

Analyzing the Lyrics

The lyrics of "Smoke on the Water" are relatively simple, yet they resonate deeply with
listeners. The straightforward storytelling technique employed by Deep Purple allows fans
to visualize the events as they unfold.


