
Smith Rock Climbing Guide

Smith Rock climbing guide: Nestled in the heart of Oregon, Smith Rock State Park is a mecca for rock

climbing enthusiasts from all over the world. Not only does this stunning park boast breathtaking views

and diverse geological formations, but it also offers a variety of climbing routes suitable for climbers of

all skill levels. This article serves as a comprehensive Smith Rock climbing guide, covering everything

from the best climbing routes to essential tips for a successful climbing experience.



Getting to Smith Rock

Before you can start your climbing adventure, you need to know how to get to Smith Rock. The park is

located near the town of Terrebonne, approximately 30 miles north of Bend, Oregon.

Directions

1. From Bend:

- Take Highway 97 North.

- Exit at Terrebonne and follow the signs to Smith Rock State Park.

2. From Portland:

- Take I-5 South to I-205.

- Continue on I-205 to Highway 26 East.

- Follow Highway 26 to Highway 97 South, then exit at Terrebonne.

3. From Redmond:

- Head north on Highway 97.

- Take the Terrebonne exit and follow the signs to the park.

Park Hours and Entrance Fees

- Hours: Smith Rock State Park is open year-round, but the visitor center operates on a seasonal

schedule. Be sure to check the park’s official website for updated hours.

- Entrance Fee: There is a day-use fee to enter the park, typically around $5 per vehicle. Annual

passes are also available for frequent visitors.



Climbing Overview

Smith Rock is known for its stunning basalt cliffs and unique rock formations. The park offers a wide

range of climbing styles, including sport climbing, traditional climbing, and bouldering.

Types of Climbing

- Sport Climbing: Most of the established routes at Smith Rock are bolted, making it an ideal location

for sport climbers. Routes vary in difficulty, with some of the most popular being:

1. "Monkey Face" (5.6)

2. "The Matrix" (5.14a)

3. "Just Do It" (5.14c)

- Traditional Climbing: For those who prefer placing their own gear, Smith Rock also offers several

traditional routes. Some recommended climbs include:

1. "The Dihedrals" (5.9)

2. "The Nose" (5.10a)

- Bouldering: The park has a variety of bouldering problems, particularly around the bouldering area

near the Monkey Face. Popular bouldering problems include:

1. "Evilution" (V8)

2. "Blood on the Tracks" (V7)

Climbing Grades

Smith Rock offers a range of climbing grades, from beginner-friendly routes to challenging climbs for

advanced climbers. The grading system generally follows the Yosemite Decimal System (YDS), which

classifies climbs from 5.0 (easiest) to 5.15 (most difficult).



Essential Climbing Gear

Before heading out, it’s crucial to have the right gear to ensure a safe and enjoyable climbing

experience. Here’s a list of essential climbing equipment:

1. Climbing Shoes: A good pair of climbing shoes is vital for both comfort and performance.

2. Harness: Ensure that your harness fits properly and is comfortable for long climbs.

3. Helmet: Protect your head from falling rocks or gear.

4. Chalk Bag: Keep your hands dry for better grip.

5. Rope: Bring a dynamic rope suitable for the length of your climb.

6. Quickdraws: Essential for sport climbing, carry enough quickdraws for your route.

7. Climbing Guidebook: A guidebook can provide valuable information about routes and difficulty

levels.

Best Climbing Routes

Smith Rock is home to an extensive range of climbing routes, each with its own unique features. Here

are some of the best routes categorized by difficulty level:

Beginner Routes

- "The Dime" (5.7): A friendly route that offers excellent holds and a low commitment.

- "The Great Ziggurat" (5.8): A well-protected climb with beautiful views at the top.

Intermediate Routes



- "The Womb" (5.10b): A fun climb with varied features and a few challenging moves.

- "The Needle" (5.11a): This route offers an excellent mix of face climbing and crack climbing.

Advanced Routes

- "Asterisk" (5.12b): Known for its technical moves and overhangs.

- "The Perfecto Mundo" (5.13a): A classic test piece that challenges even the most experienced

climbers.

Climbing Safety Tips

Safety should always be a top priority while climbing. Here are some key safety tips to keep in mind:

1. Always Wear a Helmet: Protect yourself from falling objects.

2. Check Your Gear: Before each climb, inspect your harness, rope, and other gear for wear and tear.

3. Communicate with Your Partner: Establish clear communication signals before starting your climb.

4. Know Your Limits: Choose routes that match your skill level, and don’t push yourself too hard.

5. Stay Hydrated and Fueled: Bring plenty of water and snacks to keep your energy levels up.

Additional Activities in Smith Rock State Park

Aside from climbing, Smith Rock State Park offers a variety of outdoor activities for adventure seekers:

- Hiking: There are several scenic trails within the park, including the popular Misery Ridge Trail, which

offers stunning views of the Crooked River and the surrounding landscape.

- Mountain Biking: The park features several bike trails that cater to different skill levels.

- Wildlife Watching: Keep an eye out for various birds of prey and other wildlife that inhabit the area.



Conclusion

A visit to Smith Rock State Park is a must for any climbing enthusiast. With its diverse climbing routes,

stunning natural beauty, and ample outdoor activities, it is no wonder that this location is considered

one of the best climbing destinations in the United States. By following this Smith Rock climbing guide,

you can ensure a safe and enjoyable experience, whether you're a beginner or an experienced

climber. So pack your gear, hit the road, and get ready to conquer the incredible climbs that await you

at Smith Rock!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Smith Rock climbing guide?

A Smith Rock climbing guide is a resource or professional that provides information and instruction on

climbing routes, techniques, and safety practices at Smith Rock State Park, a popular climbing

destination in Oregon.

How do I choose a climbing guide for Smith Rock?

When choosing a climbing guide for Smith Rock, consider their certifications, experience, customer

reviews, and whether they offer tailored trips that match your skill level.

What types of climbing are available at Smith Rock?

Smith Rock offers various types of climbing including sport climbing, traditional climbing, bouldering,

and multi-pitch routes, catering to climbers of all skill levels.

Are there guided climbing tours available at Smith Rock?

Yes, there are several companies that offer guided climbing tours at Smith Rock, which can include

lessons for beginners, advanced techniques for experienced climbers, and equipment rental.



What is the best time of year to climb at Smith Rock?

The best time to climb at Smith Rock is typically in the spring and fall when temperatures are mild,

avoiding the extreme heat of summer and the cold of winter.

What equipment should I bring for climbing at Smith Rock?

Climbers at Smith Rock should bring a harness, climbing shoes, a helmet, ropes, quickdraws, and

appropriate clothing for the weather conditions.

Are there beginner-friendly climbing routes at Smith Rock?

Yes, Smith Rock has several beginner-friendly climbing routes, often marked with lower grades,

making it an excellent place for new climbers to learn and practice.

What safety precautions should I take when climbing at Smith Rock?

Safety precautions when climbing at Smith Rock include using proper gear, checking weather

conditions, being aware of your surroundings, practicing good communication with your climbing

partner, and adhering to park regulations.
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