
Slave States Free States Answer Key

Slave states and free states are terms that emerged during the period leading up to and including
the American Civil War, denoting the status of states in relation to the practice of slavery. This
dichotomy was pivotal in shaping the socio-political landscape of the United States in the 19th
century. Understanding slave states and free states not only involves a historical overview of their
existence but also an exploration of their implications on American society, politics, and economy.
This article will delve into the definitions, historical context, key events, and the long-term effects of
the slave states and free states classification.

Definitions and Historical Context

Before diving deeper into the implications of slave states and free states, it is crucial to define these
terms clearly.

Slave States

Slave states, also known as Southern states, were those in which slavery was legally permitted and
practiced. These states primarily relied on an agrarian economy that depended heavily on slave labor
to cultivate cash crops such as cotton, tobacco, and sugar. The presence of slavery in these states
was not merely a social institution; it was integral to their economic viability.

Free States

Free states, in contrast, were those that prohibited slavery. These states were predominantly located



in the Northern region of the United States and often embraced a mixed economy that included
industrialization, agriculture, and commerce. Free states were characterized by a growing abolitionist
movement that sought to end slavery not just in their own states but throughout the nation.

The Mason-Dixon Line and the Compromise of 1820

The geographical and political divide between slave states and free states became more pronounced
during the 19th century. One of the critical markers of this divide was the Mason-Dixon Line, which
was originally drawn to settle a border dispute between Pennsylvania and Maryland. Over time, it
came to symbolize the cultural boundary between the North and the South.

The Missouri Compromise

In 1820, the Missouri Compromise was enacted to address the contentious issue of slavery's
expansion into new territories. This agreement allowed Missouri to enter the Union as a slave state
while Maine entered as a free state, maintaining the balance of power in Congress. Additionally, the
compromise established a geographic line (36°30′ parallel) north of which slavery would be prohibited
in the Louisiana Purchase territories.

The Impact of Abolitionist Movements

The growing abolitionist movement in free states garnered significant attention and support during
the 1830s and 1840s. Key figures, such as Frederick Douglass, Harriet Tubman, and William Lloyd
Garrison, emerged during this time, advocating for the end of slavery and the equal rights of African
Americans.

Key Abolitionist Events

Some notable events and movements include:

Underground Railroad: A network of secret routes and safe houses that helped enslaved1.
people escape to free states.

Publication of Abolitionist Literature: Works such as "Narrative of the Life of Frederick2.
Douglass" and "Uncle Tom's Cabin" played pivotal roles in raising awareness of the moral
implications of slavery.

Formation of Abolitionist Societies: Groups such as the American Anti-Slavery Society3.
mobilized public opinion against slavery.



These events contributed to growing tensions between slave states and free states, as differing
ideologies regarding human rights and economic practices clashed.

The Lead-Up to the Civil War

The increasing polarization between slave states and free states played a crucial role in the lead-up to
the American Civil War. As new territories were acquired and the nation expanded westward, the
question arose: should these new territories be admitted as slave or free states?

The Kansas-Nebraska Act

In 1854, the Kansas-Nebraska Act was passed, allowing the settlers of those territories to determine
through popular sovereignty whether they would permit slavery. This act effectively repealed the
Missouri Compromise and led to violent clashes known as "Bleeding Kansas," wherein pro-slavery and
anti-slavery factions fought for control over the territory.

Secession and the Formation of the Confederacy

The election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860, who ran on a platform of containing slavery's expansion,
triggered a wave of secession among slave states. By February 1861, seven Southern states had
seceded from the Union, forming the Confederate States of America. This marked a critical juncture in
American history, as it solidified the divide between slave states and free states and set the stage for
the Civil War.

The Aftermath of the Civil War: Emancipation and
Reconstruction

The conclusion of the Civil War in 1865 resulted in the abolition of slavery nationwide through the
13th Amendment. However, the legacy of the slave states and free states classification continued to
influence American society.

Reconstruction Era

The Reconstruction era (1865-1877) aimed to reintegrate the Southern states into the Union and
address the rights of newly freed African Americans. This period was marked by significant legislative
efforts:

14th Amendment: Granted citizenship to all persons born or naturalized in the United States,
including former slaves.



15th Amendment: Prohibited the denial of the right to vote based on race, color, or previous
condition of servitude.

Despite these advancements, the Reconstruction era faced considerable resistance from many
Southern states, leading to the implementation of Jim Crow laws that enforced racial segregation and
disenfranchised African Americans.

Long-Term Effects and Legacy

The classification of slave states and free states has had a lasting impact on American society,
politics, and race relations. The Civil War and the subsequent amendments fundamentally altered the
legal landscape concerning slavery and civil rights, yet the societal implications of these changes
were slow to unfold.

Enduring Legacy

The legacy of slave states and free states can be seen in several aspects:

1. Racial Tensions: The aftermath of the Civil War and Reconstruction left deep-seated racial tensions
that continue to affect race relations in the United States.
2. Regional Differences: Economic and cultural differences between the North and South persist,
influencing contemporary American politics.
3. Civil Rights Movements: The struggle for civil rights for African Americans has roots in the historical
context of slavery and the fight for emancipation.

Conclusion

In summary, the distinction between slave states and free states played a crucial role in shaping the
trajectory of American history. This classification was not merely a geographical division but a
reflection of deep ideological, economic, and moral differences that ultimately led to the Civil War.
Understanding this historical context is essential for grasping the complexities of race relations and
social justice issues in contemporary America. The legacy of this era continues to resonate, reminding
us of the ongoing struggle for equality and justice in a nation still grappling with its past.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were slave states and free states in the context of
American history?
Slave states were states in the United States that permitted the ownership of slaves, while free states



were those that prohibited slavery. This division was significant prior to the Civil War.

How did the Missouri Compromise of 1820 relate to slave
states and free states?
The Missouri Compromise established a line that determined which territories would allow slavery and
which would not, admitting Missouri as a slave state and Maine as a free state.

Which states were considered slave states before the Civil
War?
Slave states included Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi,
Missouri, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia.

What was the impact of the Compromise of 1850 on slave and
free states?
The Compromise of 1850 aimed to ease tensions by admitting California as a free state while allowing
popular sovereignty in other territories, letting states decide for themselves about slavery.

How did the Dred Scott decision affect the status of slave
states and free states?
The Dred Scott decision ruled that African Americans could not be citizens and that Congress had no
authority to prohibit slavery in the territories, thus undermining the distinction between slave and free
states.

What role did the Underground Railroad play concerning slave
states and free states?
The Underground Railroad was a network that helped enslaved people escape from slave states to
safe havens in free states, highlighting the stark contrast between the two regions.

What was the significance of the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854
in relation to slave and free states?
The Kansas-Nebraska Act allowed territories to decide on the legality of slavery through popular
sovereignty, leading to violent conflicts known as 'Bleeding Kansas' as pro-slavery and anti-slavery
factions clashed.
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斯拉夫这个词在英语中是否对应为「Slave」？ - 知乎
斯拉夫人Slav和奴隶slave的确同源，但恐怕不是为了侮辱斯拉夫人才叫他们「奴隶」，而是斯拉夫人做了奴隶，所以他们的名字就成了奴隶的代名词。 原因一：斯拉夫人管自己就叫「斯
拉夫人 …

中孚计算机终端保密检查系统如何卸载？ - 知乎
打开任务管理器，找到 ZfChkProof.exe 进程，点击打开文件所在位置，从而打开安装路径。 在安装路径下找到配置文件 ZFChkProofSetting.ini，用记事本打
开。 里面有两个设置，一个 …

西门子S7-1500PLC实现Modbus-RTU通信步骤及程序 - 百度经验
May 21, 2020 · 将“ Modbus_Slave ” 指令和 “Modbus_Comm_Load ”指令关联在 OB1 中分别调用 Modbus 主站程序块和
Modbus 从站程序块，并为其分配全局 DB 块，如下图

win11 设备管理器中NF I2C Slave Device是什么？ - 知乎
win11 设备管理器中NF I2C Slave Device是什么？ 新装的主机，win11 22h2,设备管理器里面有个其他设备驱动没有正确安装，设备名字叫NF I2C
Slave Device，百度了下，是什么lin… 显示 …

USB Host与USB OTG的区别 - 百度经验
5.USB 设备分为HOST (主设备)和slave (从设备)，只有当一台HOST与一台Slave相连时，才能实现数据传输； 6.两个设备互联，如何判读分别是什么设备，判断的
依据就是根据外部设备的ID …

《请做我的奴隶》剧情? - 知乎
请做我奴隶暂时出了一二三部， 第一部是坛蜜主演，剧情独立。 第二三部可以剧情连在一起看。 总的来说，三部各有看点，无论从TJ剧情编排还是角色心路发展历程都可圈可点。

如何评价独立游戏《杀戮尖塔》（《slay the spire - 知乎
我想大部分人会觉得它不自量力。但你还可以这样想，如果没有这一句自信的台词。 它怎么能够在芸芸众“怪”中脱颖而出，给你留下如此深刻的印象呢？ 又怎么能够成为《杀戮尖塔2》开篇第
…

AMBA学习 - 知乎
带你搭建自己的AMBA系统到目前为止，我们已经完整的学习了APB、AHB、AXI这三组协议。希望之前的文章对大家能够有所帮助。本篇文章讲解一个简单的AXI Slave
的设计，其它复杂 …

FPGA vivado里的microblaze怎么和FPGA里的数据互传？ - 知乎
软核中实例化一个 AXI4-Lite 总线，在逻辑工程中实例化一个 slave_register 模块连接到软核的 Lite 总线，对总线上的操作进行处理和响应。 该模块输入输出寄存器数
据到其他逻辑模块，实现软 …

rocketmq配置2m-2s集群，2个master能启动，但是2个slave启动不 …
看一下NameServer日志，有没有slave连接过去的错误信息之类的 看一下Slave broker启动日志，有没有相关报错信息 用tcpdump/wireshark，看
下tcp信息，分析下哪里出了问题

斯拉夫这个词在英语中是否对应为「Slave」？ - 知乎
斯拉夫人Slav和奴隶slave的确同源，但恐怕不是为了侮辱斯拉夫人才叫他们「奴隶」，而是斯拉夫人做了奴隶，所以他们的名字就成了奴隶的代名词。 原因一：斯拉夫人管自己就叫「斯
拉夫 …

中孚计算机终端保密检查系统如何卸载？ - 知乎
打开任务管理器，找到 ZfChkProof.exe 进程，点击打开文件所在位置，从而打开安装路径。 在安装路径下找到配置文件 ZFChkProofSetting.ini，用记事本打
开。 里面有两个设置，一个 …
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西门子S7-1500PLC实现Modbus-RTU通信步骤及程序 - 百度经验
May 21, 2020 · 将“ Modbus_Slave ” 指令和 “Modbus_Comm_Load ”指令关联在 OB1 中分别调用 Modbus 主站程序块和
Modbus 从站程序块，并为其分配全局 DB 块，如下图

win11 设备管理器中NF I2C Slave Device是什么？ - 知乎
win11 设备管理器中NF I2C Slave Device是什么？ 新装的主机，win11 22h2,设备管理器里面有个其他设备驱动没有正确安装，设备名字叫NF I2C
Slave Device，百度了下，是什么lin… 显示 …

USB Host与USB OTG的区别 - 百度经验
5.USB 设备分为HOST (主设备)和slave (从设备)，只有当一台HOST与一台Slave相连时，才能实现数据传输； 6.两个设备互联，如何判读分别是什么设备，判断的
依据就是根据外部设备的ID …

《请做我的奴隶》剧情? - 知乎
请做我奴隶暂时出了一二三部， 第一部是坛蜜主演，剧情独立。 第二三部可以剧情连在一起看。 总的来说，三部各有看点，无论从TJ剧情编排还是角色心路发展历程都可圈可点。

如何评价独立游戏《杀戮尖塔》（《slay the spire - 知乎
我想大部分人会觉得它不自量力。但你还可以这样想，如果没有这一句自信的台词。 它怎么能够在芸芸众“怪”中脱颖而出，给你留下如此深刻的印象呢？ 又怎么能够成为《杀戮尖塔2》开篇第
…

AMBA学习 - 知乎
带你搭建自己的AMBA系统到目前为止，我们已经完整的学习了APB、AHB、AXI这三组协议。希望之前的文章对大家能够有所帮助。本篇文章讲解一个简单的AXI Slave
的设计，其它复杂 …

FPGA vivado里的microblaze怎么和FPGA里的数据互传？ - 知乎
软核中实例化一个 AXI4-Lite 总线，在逻辑工程中实例化一个 slave_register 模块连接到软核的 Lite 总线，对总线上的操作进行处理和响应。 该模块输入输出寄存器数
据到其他逻辑模块，实现 …

rocketmq配置2m-2s集群，2个master能启动，但是2个slave启动 …
看一下NameServer日志，有没有slave连接过去的错误信息之类的 看一下Slave broker启动日志，有没有相关报错信息 用tcpdump/wireshark，看
下tcp信息，分析下哪里出了问题

Explore the 'slave states free states answer key' to understand America's historical divide. Learn
more about the impact on society and politics today!
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