
Smallest Dragonboy Study Guide And
Answers

Smallest Dragonboy Study Guide and Answers is an essential resource for students and
readers who wish to delve deeper into the enchanting world created by Anne McCaffrey.
This guide aims to assist readers in understanding the themes, characters, and important
plot points of the story while providing answers to frequently asked questions. Whether
you are preparing for a class discussion, looking to enhance your comprehension, or just
seeking to enjoy the story more fully, this study guide will serve as a comprehensive tool.

Overview of The Smallest Dragonboy

The Smallest Dragonboy is a short story set in the beloved Pern universe, known for its
dragonriders and the struggles they face against the deadly Thread. The protagonist, a
young boy named Keevan, dreams of becoming a dragonrider, but his small stature and
challenges in training raise doubts about his abilities. The narrative explores themes of
determination, self-acceptance, and the importance of courage.

Plot Summary

The story follows Keevan, who is smaller than his peers and often faces ridicule. Despite
his size, he possesses a fierce determination to impress his peers and become a
dragonrider. As the story unfolds, Keevan's journey includes:



1. Training at the Weyr: Keevan undergoes rigorous training to bond with a dragon. He
faces challenges and setbacks but remains resolute.
2. The Hatching: The pinnacle of the story is the dragon hatching event, where young
candidates have the chance to impress and bond with newly hatched dragons.
3. Overcoming Obstacles: Keevan’s small size becomes a point of concern, but he learns
that bravery and heart are more important than physical stature.
4. Final Triumph: The climax reveals Keevan’s ultimate success, proving that
determination and spirit can overcome any limitations.

Main Characters

Understanding the characters is crucial to grasping the story's themes. Here are the key
figures:

- Keevan: The protagonist, a small boy with dreams of becoming a dragonrider. His
journey emphasizes personal growth and resilience.
- B’lan: A dragonrider who acts as a mentor to Keevan, providing guidance and
encouragement throughout his challenges.
- Other Candidates: Keevan’s peers, who represent the competitive environment of the
Weyr and the varying personalities of those who aspire to be dragonriders.

Themes and Motifs

The Smallest Dragonboy is rich with themes that resonate on multiple levels. Here are
some of the most prominent:

1. Determination and Perseverance

Keevan’s determination is a central theme. Despite being underestimated due to his size,
he never gives up on his dream. This theme encourages readers to pursue their goals
irrespective of the challenges they face.

- Keevan’s journey illustrates that hard work and a passionate heart can lead to success.
- The story highlights that physical attributes do not define one's abilities or potential.

2. Acceptance and Self-Worth

Keevan struggles with feelings of inadequacy due to his small stature. However, his
journey teaches him the importance of self-acceptance.

- Keevan learns to embrace his uniqueness, which ultimately becomes his strength.
- The story conveys that true worth comes from within and is not determined by societal
standards.



3. Friendship and Support

The bonds formed between characters play a significant role in Keevan's success.

- B’lan’s mentorship demonstrates the importance of guidance and support from others.
- The camaraderie among the candidates illustrates how friendships can help individuals
overcome their insecurities.

Discussion Questions

Engaging with the text through discussion can deepen understanding. Here are some
questions to ponder:

1. How does Keevan’s character evolve throughout the story?
2. In what ways do physical attributes impact the characters' perceptions of each other?
3. What lessons does Keevan learn about self-worth, and how can they be applied to real-
life situations?
4. How does the setting of Pern enhance the story’s themes and character development?
5. What role does mentorship play in Keevan’s journey, and how does it affect his
confidence?

Study Tips

To get the most out of this study guide and enhance your understanding of The Smallest
Dragonboy, consider the following strategies:

- Take Notes: As you read, jot down important themes, character traits, and plot points.
This will help you recall details for discussions and assignments.
- Character Mapping: Create a character map to visualize relationships and dynamics
between characters. This can clarify motivations and conflicts.
- Group Discussions: Engage with peers or join a book club to discuss the story. Different
perspectives can enrich your understanding.
- Summarize Each Chapter: Write brief summaries of each chapter to reinforce your
comprehension and retention of the material.
- Relate to Personal Experiences: Consider how Keevan’s challenges mirror your own
experiences. Relating the story to your life can make the themes more relatable and
impactful.

Answers to Common Questions

Here are answers to some frequently asked questions about The Smallest Dragonboy:



1. Why is Keevan considered the "smallest" dragonboy?

Keevan is referred to as the "smallest" due to his physical stature, which is significantly
smaller than his peers. This characteristic leads to self-doubt and challenges in his quest
to become a dragonrider.

2. What does Keevan learn about bravery throughout
the story?

Keevan learns that bravery is not solely about physical strength or size but about having
the courage to pursue one's dreams and stand up for oneself and others, regardless of how
one may feel about their limitations.

3. How does the hatching ceremony symbolize growth
and potential?

The hatching ceremony symbolizes the culmination of the candidates' training and their
potential to bond with dragons. It represents a moment of transformation for Keevan,
showcasing that true potential often emerges in challenging circumstances.

4. What role do dragons play in the story?

Dragons are central to the Pern universe and symbolize freedom, power, and
companionship. They also represent the bond between rider and dragon, emphasizing
themes of loyalty, trust, and partnership.

5. How does Keevan’s relationship with B’lan affect his
journey?

B’lan serves as a mentor and source of encouragement for Keevan, helping him navigate
the challenges of training. Their relationship exemplifies the importance of supportive
figures in one’s life and the impact mentorship can have on personal growth.

By utilizing the Smallest Dragonboy Study Guide and Answers, readers can enhance their
understanding of this poignant tale, appreciating its rich themes and character
development. Whether for academic purposes or personal enjoyment, this guide is a
valuable resource for anyone looking to explore the depths of Anne McCaffrey's beloved
story.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Smallest Dragonboy'?
The central theme of 'The Smallest Dragonboy' revolves around courage, self-acceptance,
and the idea that size does not determine one's abilities or worth.

Who is the main character in 'The Smallest Dragonboy'?
The main character is a young boy named Keevan, who dreams of becoming a dragonrider
despite his small stature.

What challenges does Keevan face in the story?
Keevan faces challenges such as being underestimated due to his size, dealing with
bullying from other candidates, and proving his worth as a dragonrider.

How does Keevan prove himself throughout the story?
Keevan proves himself by demonstrating bravery and skill during the dragon hatching,
ultimately forming a bond with a dragon despite his initial shortcomings.

What role do dragons play in 'The Smallest Dragonboy'?
Dragons play a crucial role as both companions and protectors in the story, symbolizing
strength and loyalty, and serving as a rite of passage for the candidates.

What lesson does 'The Smallest Dragonboy' impart
about friendship?
The story imparts the lesson that true friendship and support come from understanding
and valuing others for their unique qualities, regardless of size or status.

What is the significance of the title 'The Smallest
Dragonboy'?
The title signifies Keevan's status as the smallest candidate for dragonriding, highlighting
the story's focus on overcoming limitations and embracing one's identity.

How does the setting influence the story in 'The
Smallest Dragonboy'?
The setting, which includes the dragonweyrs and the hatching grounds, creates a magical
and competitive environment that emphasizes the stakes of becoming a dragonrider and
the connection between humans and dragons.
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