
Sixteen Going On Seventeen Chords

Sixteen going on seventeen chords are essential for anyone looking to perform
this classic song from the beloved musical "The Sound of Music." The song,
which beautifully captures the innocence of youth and the bittersweet feeling
of growing up, has been a favorite for generations. Whether you are a budding
musician, a seasoned performer, or someone looking to impress at a gathering,
knowing the chords to "Sixteen Going on Seventeen" can enhance your musical
repertoire. In this article, we’ll dive into the chords, tips for playing,
and how to incorporate them into your own performances.

Understanding the Structure of the Song

Before diving into the chords, it’s important to understand the structure of



"Sixteen Going on Seventeen." The song is primarily a duet that features a
dialogue between two characters, Liesl and Rolf. The emotional depth of the
song is expressed through its lyrical content and musical composition.

Verse and Chorus Breakdown

The song can typically be broken down into several sections: verses, a
chorus, and a bridge. Understanding these sections will help you know where
to place the chords as you play.

1. Verses — These are where the narrative unfolds, showcasing Liesl's
feelings about growing up.
2. Chorus — This section is more uplifting and emphasizes the carefree nature
of youth.
3. Bridge — A reflective section that adds emotional depth, often contrasting
the previous themes.

Chords for Sixteen Going on Seventeen

Now that you have a grasp of the song's structure, let's look at the chords
you'll need to play "Sixteen Going on Seventeen." The song is typically
played in the key of D major, which is a great key for both piano and guitar.

Main Chords Used

The primary chords used in "Sixteen Going on Seventeen" include:

- D
- A
- Bm
- G
- Em

These chords create a pleasant harmonic backdrop that supports the lyrics
beautifully. Below is a basic chord progression you can use throughout
various sections of the song.

Basic Chord Progression

Here’s a simple chord progression to begin with:

- Verse: D - A - Bm - G
- Chorus: D - A - G - D



You can repeat these progressions as needed throughout the song. Here’s a
more detailed breakdown of how to apply these chords in different sections.

Playing Tips for Sixteen Going on Seventeen

To effectively play "Sixteen Going on Seventeen," consider the following
tips:

1. Familiarize Yourself with the Melody

Before jumping into the chords, spend some time listening to the original
song. This will help you get a feel for the melody and how the chords align
with it.

2. Practice Chord Transitions

One of the challenges with this song is the transitions between chords.
Practice moving between D, A, Bm, and G until you can switch smoothly.

3. Strumming Patterns

If you’re playing on the guitar, consider experimenting with different
strumming patterns. A simple down-up strumming pattern can work well, but
feel free to add variations as you become more comfortable.

4. Use a Metronome

Keeping time is crucial for this song. Using a metronome can help you
maintain a steady tempo, especially during the transitions between sections.

5. Play with Emotion

"Sixteen Going on Seventeen" is not just about hitting the right notes; it's
about conveying emotion. Pay attention to dynamics and how you can express
the lyrics through your playing.



Advanced Chord Variations

Once you’ve mastered the basic chords, you might want to explore some
advanced variations to add depth to your performance.

Using Seventh Chords

Adding seventh chords can enrich the sound. For instance:

- D7 instead of D
- A7 instead of A

These variations can add a jazzy feel to the song, making it sound more
interesting.

Incorporate Suspended Chords

Suspended chords can also create a sense of tension and resolution. For
example:

- Dsus4 can be used before resolving back to D.

This can enhance certain moments in the song, particularly leading into the
chorus.

Popular Cover Versions

If you’re looking for inspiration, consider checking out some popular cover
versions of "Sixteen Going on Seventeen." These artists often bring their
unique styles to the song, showcasing different ways to interpret the chords.

Julie Andrews and Christopher Plummer - The Original Cast Recording

Various Broadway Casts - Live Performances

Contemporary Artists - YouTube Covers

Listening to these versions can offer insights into how different artists
approach the song's emotional and musical elements.



Conclusion

In summary, mastering the sixteen going on seventeen chords is a rewarding
endeavor for any musician. With its memorable melody and heartfelt lyrics,
the song remains a timeless classic. By understanding the structure,
practicing the chord transitions, and exploring advanced techniques, you can
bring your own interpretation to this beloved piece. Whether you’re playing
solo or with a partner, "Sixteen Going on Seventeen" is sure to resonate with
audiences of all ages. Happy playing!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic chords used in 'Sixteen Going on
Seventeen'?
The basic chords in 'Sixteen Going on Seventeen' typically include C, G, Am,
F, and Dm.

Are there any online resources for learning the
chords of 'Sixteen Going on Seventeen'?
Yes, websites like Ultimate Guitar, Chordify, and YouTube offer tutorials and
chord sheets for 'Sixteen Going on Seventeen'.

What is the key of 'Sixteen Going on Seventeen'?
The song 'Sixteen Going on Seventeen' is primarily in the key of C major.

Can beginners play 'Sixteen Going on Seventeen'
easily?
Yes, 'Sixteen Going on Seventeen' is suitable for beginners as it uses simple
chords and has a straightforward progression.

What is the strumming pattern for 'Sixteen Going on
Seventeen'?
A common strumming pattern for 'Sixteen Going on Seventeen' is down-down-up-
up-down-up, but feel free to adjust it to your style.

Is there a piano version of 'Sixteen Going on
Seventeen' with chords?
Yes, many sheet music websites and music instructional videos provide piano
arrangements with chords for 'Sixteen Going on Seventeen'.
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Discover the complete guide to 'Sixteen Going on Seventeen' chords. Perfect your playing today!
Learn more about tips and tricks for this classic song.
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