Skipping Christmas By John Grisham

SKIPPING
CHRISTMAS

Skipping Christmas is a delightful novel by John Grisham that explores the whimsical yet poignant
idea of opting out of the Christmas festivities. Published in 2001, this holiday-themed book captures
the essence of the holiday spirit, wrapped in humor and satire, while also addressing the pressures
and expectations that come with the season. Through the lens of the protagonist, Luther Krank,
Grisham presents a story that resonates with many who find themselves overwhelmed by Christmas
commercialization and societal obligations.



Overview of the Story

Skipping Christmas follows the story of Luther Krank, a middle-class man who decides to forgo
Christmas celebrations altogether in a bid to save money and enjoy a peaceful holiday. His wife,
Nora, is initially on board with his plan, but as Christmas approaches, the realities of their choice
begin to unfold, exposing the tensions between personal desires and societal expectations.

Character Analysis

1. Luther Krank:

- A man in his 40s who is disillusioned with the commercialization of Christmas.

- He believes that by skipping Christmas, he can save money and avoid the stress associated with the
holiday.

- Luther’s character embodies the conflict between individual desires and family traditions.

2. Nora Krank:

- Luther's supportive yet traditional wife.

- Initially agrees with Luther's plan but finds herself torn between her husband's ambitions and
societal pressures.

- Her character represents the emotional heart of the holiday season and the importance of familial
bonds.

3. Blair Krank:

- The Kranks' daughter, who is studying abroad.

- Her unexpected return for Christmas serves as the catalyst for the family's changing dynamics.
- Blair symbolizes the inevitable pull of family and tradition.

4. The Neighbors:

- The Kranks’ neighbors play a significant role in highlighting the societal expectations surrounding
Christmas.

- Their reactions to the Kranks' decision to skip Christmas serve as a critique of the community’s
obsession with holiday rituals.

Thematic Elements

Skipping Christmas delves into several themes that resonate deeply with readers, especially during
the holiday season.

Consumerism vs. Simplicity

One of the central themes of the novel is the critique of consumerism during the Christmas season.
Grisham portrays the overwhelming nature of holiday shopping, decorations, and parties that can
overshadow the true meaning of Christmas. Luther’s desire to skip the commercial aspects of the
holiday raises important questions about how society prioritizes materialism over personal



relationships and spiritual connections.

Family and Tradition

While Luther aims to escape the pressures of Christmas, the story ultimately emphasizes the
importance of family and tradition. The Kranks' decision to skip Christmas disrupts their family
dynamics and leads to a realization that the holiday season is not just about materialistic
celebrations but about being together. The return of Blair serves as a reminder of the values of love,
connection, and the shared experiences that define family life.

Social Expectations

Grisham effectively illustrates the societal expectations that accompany the holiday season. Luther
faces judgment and criticism from his neighbors, who cannot fathom the idea of skipping Christmas.
This pressure reflects the broader societal norms that dictate how families should celebrate the
holidays, showcasing the tension between individual choices and community expectations.

Humor and Satire

Despite its deeper themes, Skipping Christmas is filled with humor and satire. Grisham employs
witty dialogue and absurd situations to highlight the ridiculousness of holiday traditions and the
lengths to which people go to meet societal standards.

Comedic Situations

- The Neighbors’ Reactions: The neighbors’ outrage at the Kranks’ decision to skip Christmas adds a
comedic flair to the story. Their over-the-top responses serve to exaggerate the societal pressure to
conform.

- Luther’s Christmas Eve: The mishaps that occur as Luther attempts to enjoy a quiet Christmas Eve,
including his interactions with a variety of characters, provide ample comedic moments that lighten
the narrative.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

Skipping Christmas was adapted into a film titled Christmas with the Kranks, released in 2004,
featuring Tim Allen and Jamie Lee Curtis. The movie captures the essence of Grisham's novel while
adding a layer of comedic elements that appeal to a broader audience.



Reception of the Book and Film

- Critical Reception: The novel received mixed reviews, with some critics praising its humorous take
on holiday pressures while others felt it lacked depth. However, it has become a seasonal favorite for
many readers looking for a lighthearted holiday read.

- Cultural Impact: The story’s themes of consumerism and the pressures of holiday traditions
resonate with audiences, making it a relevant discussion point during the holiday season. The film
adaptation further popularized the story, introducing it to a wider audience who may not have read
the book.

Conclusion

Skipping Christmas by John Grisham is more than just a humorous take on the holiday season; it is a
reflective narrative that encourages readers to reconsider their own holiday practices. Through the
experiences of Luther Krank, Grisham masterfully critiques the commercialization of Christmas
while also underscoring the importance of family and tradition. As readers navigate the hustle and
bustle of the holiday season, Luther's journey serves as a reminder to cherish the true spirit of
Christmas—love, connection, and the joy of being with those we care about.

In a world increasingly driven by consumerism, Grisham's tale of skipping Christmas invites us all to
reflect on our own holiday choices and the values we hold dear. Whether through the lens of humor
or poignant reflection, Skipping Christmas remains a timeless narrative that continues to resonate
with audiences each year, reminding us that the true essence of the holiday season lies not in what
we buy, but in the moments we share with our loved ones.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of 'Skipping Christmas' by John
Grisham?

The main premise revolves around Luther and Nora Krank, who decide to skip Christmas altogether
to save money and take a vacation, leading to unexpected challenges and social repercussions in
their community.

How does 'Skipping Christmas' explore themes of
consumerism during the holiday season?

The novel critiques the commercialization of Christmas by illustrating how Luther and Nora's
decision to forgo traditional celebrations highlights the pressures and expectations placed on
families during the holiday season.

What motivates Luther Krank to skip Christmas?

Luther is motivated by a desire to avoid the financial burden of Christmas expenses and to enjoy a
peaceful holiday away from the chaos, initially believing that it would be a more enjoyable



alternative.

What are the consequences Luther faces for skipping
Christmas?

Luther faces backlash from his neighbors and community, who are shocked by his decision, and he
ultimately realizes that skipping Christmas affects not just him but also his relationships and the
spirit of the holiday.

How does the character development of Luther Krank unfold
throughout the story?

Luther evolves from a grumpy, self-centered individual seeking to avoid Christmas to someone who
understands the importance of family, community, and the true spirit of the holiday by the end of the
book.

What role does the community play in 'Skipping Christmas'?

The community plays a significant role in reinforcing social norms and expectations around
Christmas, serving as a catalyst for Luther's eventual change of heart as he realizes the importance
of belonging and tradition.

Is 'Skipping Christmas' considered a humorous take on
holiday traditions?

Yes, 'Skipping Christmas' employs humor to highlight the absurdities of holiday traditions and the
lengths people go to uphold them, making it both a comedic and thought-provoking read.

How does Grisham use satire in '‘Skipping Christmas'?

Grisham uses satire to critique the absurdity of holiday consumerism and the pressures of
maintaining appearances during Christmas, often poking fun at the extremes people go to for
holiday celebrations.

What is the overall message of 'Skipping Christmas'?

The overall message of 'Skipping Christmas' emphasizes the importance of family, community, and
the true spirit of the holidays, suggesting that connection and love are more valuable than material
gifts and societal expectations.
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