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Understanding Roald Dahl's "Snow White"

Snow White by Roald Dahl is a captivating retelling of the classic fairy tale that combines humor, wit,
and a unique twist on the traditional narrative. Dahl, renowned for his ability to enchant both children
and adults through his storytelling, infuses his version of "Snow White" with his signature dark humor
and clever narrative style. In this article, we will explore the key elements of Dahl's adaptation, the

themes present in the story, and the reasons why it stands apart from other versions of the fairy tale.



Overview of the Story

Dahl's "Snow White" is not just a rehashing of the classic tale; it is a creative reinterpretation that
offers a fresh perspective. The story follows the familiar plotline of Snow White, a beautiful princess
whose jealous stepmother, the Queen, seeks to eliminate her. However, Dahl introduces several new

elements that add depth and humor to the narrative.

The Characters

One of the most notable aspects of Dahl's adaptation is his portrayal of the characters:

e Snow White: In Dahl's version, Snow White is not just a passive character waiting to be saved.
She is portrayed as a clever and resourceful young woman who can think for herself and take

charge of her destiny.

e The Queen: The wicked stepmother is depicted with exaggerated traits, making her more comical
than terrifying. Her obsession with beauty and her attempts to outsmart Snow White are

delivered with a sense of irony.

* The Seven Dwarfs: Unlike the traditional portrayal of the dwarfs as lovable and innocent, Dahl

presents them with quirky personalities, adding a layer of humor and unpredictability to the story.

* The Prince: The prince is often relegated to a secondary role in Dahl's version, which allows the

focus to shift onto Snow White's journey rather than her relationship with him.



Plot Summary

Dahl's rendition begins with the Queen's insecurity about her beauty, which leads her to consult a
magic mirror that informs her of Snow White's surpassing beauty. This revelation prompts the Queen
to devise a plan to eliminate Snow White. However, Snow White's resourcefulness and the help of the

dwarfs allow her to escape the Queen's clutches.

The story takes a humorous turn when the dwarfs, portrayed as bumbling yet endearing characters,
inadvertently complicate the Queen's schemes. Their antics provide comic relief and demonstrate the

importance of teamwork and friendship.

As the tale unfolds, Snow White encounters several challenges, including the Queen's various
attempts to disguise herself and trick Snow White into her demise. The climax of the story highlights
Snow White's intelligence and ability to outsmart her adversary, culminating in a twist ending that is

both unexpected and satisfying.

Thematic Elements

Dahl's "Snow White" explores several important themes that resonate with audiences of all ages:

Self-Reliance and Empowerment

A central theme in Dahl's adaptation is the idea of self-reliance and empowerment. Snow White is not
merely a damsel in distress; she actively takes control of her situation. Her intelligence and
resourcefulness allow her to navigate the dangers posed by the Queen. This portrayal encourages

readers, especially young girls, to believe in their abilities and to take charge of their destinies.



Beauty and Vanity

Dahl cleverly critiques societal standards of beauty through the character of the Queen. Her obsession
with her appearance and her willingness to go to extreme lengths to maintain her beauty serve as a
commentary on vanity and superficiality. The Queen's downfall is a cautionary tale about the dangers

of being consumed by one's insecurities and obsession with outward appearances.

Friendship and Cooperation

The relationship between Snow White and the seven dwarfs underscores the importance of friendship
and cooperation. Their teamwork and loyalty play a crucial role in overcoming the Queen's malicious
intentions. Dahl emphasizes that strength lies in unity and that genuine connections can help

individuals face challenges.

Humor and Satire

One of the defining features of Dahl's storytelling is his use of humor and satire. In "Snow White," he
employs clever wordplay and absurd situations to entertain readers while delivering poignant
messages. The exaggerated characteristics of the Queen and the dwarfs add a layer of comedy that

elevates the story beyond a simple fairy tale.

Dark Humor

Dahl's dark humor is evident throughout the narrative. While the story retains its whimsical elements, it
also delves into the absurdity of the Queen's attempts to kill Snow White. This juxtaposition of light-
heartedness and dark themes creates a unique reading experience that keeps audiences engaged and

entertained.



lllustrations and Style

The illustrations accompanying Dahl's "Snow White" play a significant role in bringing the story to life.
Typically illustrated by Quentin Blake, the artwork complements Dahl's whimsical prose with vibrant
and expressive images. The illustrations capture the characters' personalities and add an additional

layer of charm to the narrative.

Writing Style

Dahl's writing style is accessible yet rich in imagination. His use of rhythmic language and playful
vocabulary makes the story enjoyable for readers of all ages. The dialogue is often infused with
humor, making it relatable and engaging. This style not only holds the attention of young readers but

also offers layers of meaning that adults can appreciate.

Conclusion

Roald Dahl's "Snow White" is a remarkable adaptation of a classic fairy tale that stands out for its
humor, wit, and modern sensibilities. By reimagining the characters and infusing the story with themes
of empowerment, beauty, and friendship, Dahl transforms a familiar narrative into a vibrant and

entertaining tale.

Ultimately, Dahl's version of "Snow White" serves as a reminder that fairy tales can evolve, and that
the stories we tell can reflect our changing values and beliefs. Through Snow White's journey, readers
are encouraged to embrace their individuality, challenge societal norms, and recognize the importance
of community and cooperation. Dahl's "Snow White" remains a timeless piece of literature that

continues to resonate with audiences, making it a must-read for both children and adults alike.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Roald Dahl's 'Snow White'?

The main theme of 'Snow White' is the battle between good and evil, highlighting the importance of

inner beauty and the consequences of jealousy.

How does Roald Dahl's version of 'Snow White' differ from the

traditional fairy tale?

Dahl's version presents a more humorous and darkly satirical take on the classic tale, featuring a more

cunning and vengeful Queen, and a Snow White who is not as passive as in the original.

What role do the dwarfs play in Dahl's 'Snow White'?

In Dahl's retelling, the dwarfs are portrayed as clever and resourceful, helping Snow White outsmart

the evil Queen and adding a comedic element to the story.

What literary techniques does Roald Dahl use in 'Snow White'?

Dahl uses humor, irony, and exaggerated characters to create a whimsical yet dark narrative that

engages readers and subverts traditional fairy tale expectations.

What is the significance of the Queen's character in Dahl's 'Snow
White'?

The Queen represents the dangers of vanity and obsession with beauty, serving as a cautionary figure

whose jealousy drives the plot and highlights the consequences of her actions.

How does Roald Dahl incorporate elements of surprise in his retelling

of 'Snow White'?

Dahl includes unexpected twists, such as the fate of the Queen and the clever tactics used by Snow



White and the dwarfs, which keep readers engaged and entertained.

Why is Roald Dahl's 'Snow White' considered suitable for both children

and adults?

The story appeals to both children and adults due to its playful language, moral lessons, and
underlying dark humor, making it enjoyable for a wide audience.
What impact has Roald Dahl's 'Snow White' had on modern

adaptations of fairy tales?

Dahl's unique approach has influenced modern adaptations by encouraging a blend of humor and

darkness in retellings, inspiring creators to explore new dimensions of classic stories.
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