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“WAR IS A RACKET

It is possibly the oldest, easily the most profitable,
surely the most viclous. It is the only one international
in scope. It is the only one in which the profits are
reckoned in dollars and the losses in lives. . .

A RACKET is best described, | believe
as something that is NOT what it seems
-

to be to the majority of people.
Only a small “inside™ group knows
what it is really about.

It is conducted for the benefit of the very few,
at the expense of the very many,

Out of WAR a few people make huge fortunes. q
Major General Smediey D. Butler, 1535 '

)
U.S. Marine Corps, .ﬂgzhllgﬁ

Two-time winner Congressional Medal of Honor

Smedley Butler's "War is a Racket" Speech

Smedley Butler, a highly decorated United States Marine Corps Major General,
delivered his famous speech titled "War is a Racket" in 1933. This powerful
address encapsulates Butler's views on war, its motivations, and the
consequences it has on society. It stands as one of the most compelling
critiques of militarism and the military-industrial complex, challenging the
romanticized notions of war that have prevailed throughout history. In this
article, we will explore the context of Butler's speech, key themes, its
impact, and its relevance in contemporary discussions about war and peace.

Context of the Speech

The Life of Smedley Butler

To understand the significance of Butler’s speech, it's essential to examine
his background and experiences. Born in 1881, Butler enlisted in the Marine
Corps at the age of 16. Over the next three decades, he served in several
military campaigns, including:

1. The Philippine-American War
2. The Boxer Rebellion in China
3. World War I, where he earned two Medals of Honor



Butler's extensive military career exposed him to the realities of war and
its consequences, shaping his views and ultimately leading him to become a
vocal critic of militarism.

The Economic and Political Landscape of the 1930s

The 1930s in the United States were marked by the Great Depression, a period
of economic turmoil that drastically changed the socio-political landscape.
Economic hardship led to widespread disillusionment with the government and
its institutions. Amidst this atmosphere, Butler's speech resonated with a
populace questioning the motives behind military engagements and the impact
of war on ordinary citizens.

Key Themes of "War is a Racket"

Butler’'s speech underscores several critical themes that challenge the
traditional narratives surrounding war.

1. War as a Profitable Enterprise

One of the most striking assertions Butler makes is that war serves as a
lucrative business for a select few at the expense of the many. He argues
that:

- Industrialists and bankers profit immensely from war contracts.

- Soldiers and their families bear the brunt of the physical and emotional
toll of warfare.

- The government prioritizes the interests of wealthy corporations over the
well-being of its citizens.

Butler's perspective reveals the financial incentives that drive military
engagements, highlighting a disturbing alliance between business interests
and government policies.

2. The Dehumanization of Soldiers

Butler emphasizes how war dehumanizes soldiers, transforming them into mere
instruments of profit for corporate interests. He suggests that:

- Soldiers are sent to fight and die for causes that often do not serve their
interests.

- The glorification of war obscures the harsh realities faced by those who
serve.



- The sacrifices made by soldiers and their families are often overlooked by
those who benefit from the conflict.

This theme raises critical questions about the ethics of war and the
responsibilities owed to those who serve.

3. The Role of Propaganda

Butler critiques the use of propaganda in promoting war. He points out how:

- Governments use patriotic rhetoric to justify military actions.

- The media often plays a complicit role in shaping public perception.

- Public sentiment is manipulated to rally support for wars that primarily
benefit a wealthy elite.

Butler's acknowledgment of propaganda serves as a reminder of the importance
of critical thinking and skepticism in matters of national security.

Impact and Legacy of the Speech

Immediate Reception

Upon its delivery, Butler's speech garnered considerable attention. While it
was well-received by some segments of the public, it also faced backlash from
those who supported militarism and the prevailing nationalistic sentiments of
the time. The speech was a clarion call for peace and a profound critique of
the motivations behind war, but it also placed Butler in a controversial
position, as he was challenging the very foundations of military policy.

Influence on Anti-War Movements

Butler's insights laid the groundwork for future anti-war movements. His
speech inspired various groups and individuals who sought to challenge
militarism, including:

- The American Legion: While initially a pro-war organization, some factions
began to embrace Butler's critiques.

- Civil rights activists: Many linked Butler’s views on war to broader issues
of social justice and inequality.

- The countercultural movements of the 1960s: Butler’s arguments found
resonance among those protesting the Vietnam War.

His legacy continued as activists cited his speech as a foundational text in



critiques of U.S. foreign policy.

Relevance Today

In the contemporary context, Butler's message remains strikingly relevant.
The ongoing discussions about military spending, foreign interventions, and
the role of private corporations in warfare echo the sentiments expressed in
"War is a Racket." Key points of relevance today include:

- Military-Industrial Complex: The relationship between government and
defense contractors continues to be a source of concern, as companies profit
from prolonged conflicts.

- Veterans'’ Issues: The treatment of veterans and their families mirrors
Butler’s concerns about the sacrifices made by soldiers.

- Public Discourse: The use of propaganda and the manipulation of public
sentiment are ever-present in discussions about military intervention and
national security.

Conclusion

Smedley Butler's "War is a Racket" speech remains a poignant critique of the
motivations behind war and the consequences it has for soldiers and society
at large. By exposing the economic interests that drive military engagements,
Butler challenges us to reconsider the narratives we accept about war and
peace. His legacy continues to inspire those who advocate for a more peaceful
and just world, reminding us that the true cost of war is borne not just by
soldiers, but by all of society. As we navigate the complexities of modern
warfare and its implications, Butler's insights serve as a crucial lens
through which to examine our choices and their consequences.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main thesis of Smedley Butler's 'War 1is
a Racket' speech?

The main thesis is that war is primarily a profitable enterprise for a small
elite, rather than a noble endeavor for the betterment of society.

Who was Smedley Butler and why is he significant?

Smedley Butler was a Major General in the U.S. Marine Corps and a two-time
Medal of Honor recipient. He is significant for his outspoken criticism of
U.S. military interventions and the motives behind them.



When and where did Smedley Butler deliver his 'War
is a Racket' speech?

Smedley Butler delivered his 'War is a Racket' speech in 1933 at the
Commonwealth Club of San Francisco.

What are some examples Butler provides to illustrate
his argument?

Butler cites examples such as the profits made by arms manufacturers and the
financial benefits enjoyed by banks and corporations from wars, highlighting
the economic motivations behind military conflicts.

How does Butler describe the impact of war on
soldiers?

Butler describes the impact of war on soldiers as detrimental, stating that
they are often sacrificed for the profits of a few, suffering physical and
psychological harm without reaping the rewards of their sacrifices.

What is the response to Butler's speech in
contemporary society?

Contemporary society often regards Butler's speech as prophetic, resonating
with modern critiques of military-industrial complex and the motivations
behind contemporary conflicts.

Did Smedley Butler advocate for pacifism in his
speech?

While Butler did not advocate for complete pacifism, he strongly criticized
the motivations for war and called for a more ethical approach to foreign
policy and military action.

How has 'War is a Racket' influenced anti-war
movements?

Butler's speech has inspired numerous anti-war movements by providing a
framework for understanding the economic interests behind conflicts and
encouraging activists to question the narrative of patriotic duty.

What lessons can be drawn from Butler's speech for
today's military engagements?

The lessons include the importance of scrutinizing the motives behind
military interventions, advocating for transparency in defense spending, and
ensuring that the costs of war are weighed against its purported benefits.



Find other PDF article:
https://soc.up.edu.ph/18-piece/Book?dataid=bqM30-1321 &title=download-landscape-architectural-g
raphic-standards.pdf

Smedley Butler War Is A Racket Speech

how to add an aol verizon email account - Microsoft Community
Aug 31, 2024 - When I try to add my verizon/aol email account to outlook it list my yahoo email but

not my verizon email to select?

Outlook not working with my AOL Account - Microsoft Community

Apr 30, 2023 - I've been accessing my AOL email through Outlook for several years. All of a sudden
it stopped working. I found an article on the internet entitled "7 Different Approaches to Fix AOL
IMAP Not Working

I am unable to add my AOL mail account to Outlook (CIASSIC)

Dec 6, 2024 - I have a new computer and am unable to add my AOL Mail account.l am running
Microsoft® Outlook® for Microsoft 365 MSO (Version 2410 Build 16.0.18129.20158) 64-bitWhen I
try to set up my AOL email [ am

Setting up new account, can't log in to the incoming IMAP server.
Aug 14, 2024 - Generate an app password When creating an app password, use a browser that

you've used to sign into AOL Mail for several days in a row and avoid using Incognito mode. If this
isn’t successful, use webmail or the official AOL App to access your email. Customer care can’t
override this process of determining App Password creation eligibility.

How do I attach an email to an email in aol mail?
Nov 17, 2024 - How do I attach an existing email to another email that I am replying to. This is in aol
mail on my iOS phone.

Retouver page d'accueil francaise chez AOL [Résolu]

Bonjour, Ma page d'accueil AOL, jusque la francaise s'affiche "amricaine". Merci de m'indiquer
comment retrouver celle pour la France.

Adding AOL email address to Outlook - Microsoft Community
On my old PC I have both gmail and aol email accounts. On my new PC I can't seem to add AOL
email address.

How can i get outlook to let me sign up my aol email account?

May 27, 2025 - My email is an old Verizon.net account which is now serviced by aol. When i try to
get it in my new outlook it recognizes it as a yahoo.com account and it won't complete the sign in
process.

outlook on Windows 11 cannot connect to imap email server for ...

Jan 29, 2025 - outlook on Windows 11 cannot connect to imap email server for aol.com using the
standard specifications. Was told by copilot that new outlook can not connect to imap servers, so
switched back to classic, but still not connecting.
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Is it true that Microsoft Outlook is currently incompatible with AOL ...
May 13, 2024 - The inability to link AOL mail accounts with Microsoft Cloud in the new Outlook has
no current workaround.

Solved What is an example of the long-term impact of Unknown

Question: What is an example of the long-term impact of Unknown Unknowns (unknowable events)
Large, successful companies go out of business Risk management is irrelevant as these risks can’t
be managed Volatility of quarterly earnings for individual companies

The Dunning-Kruger Effect: The Impact of Unknown Unknowns

Feb 19, 2025 - While large unknowns can cause massive disruptions, small unknowns lurk in nearly
every task, subtly eroding timelines and budgets. It’s easy to overlook these details, but their
cumulative...

Characterizing unknown unknowns - Project Management Institute
Oct 23, 2012 - Unidentified risks, also known as unknown unknowns, have traditionally been outside

the scope of project risk management. Most unknown unknowns are believed to be impossible to
find or imagine in advance. But this study ...

Managing Known And Unknown Unknowns - Forbes

Jun 21, 2021 - Unknown unknowns are the crazier things that you could never plan for in a million
years. Things like the tsunami that destroyed Japan’s Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant, a fire
burning ...

Managing and Mitigating Risk From Unknown Unknowns
Nov 10, 2022 - Unknown unknowns can be introduced in a multitude of ways. For example, well-

meaning developers with the ability to provision cloud resources on a personal credit card can spin
up new database...

Looking in the right places to identify “unknown unknowns” in ...

Aug 11, 2023 - Many unknown unknowns remain so because of our own lack of will to find and face
them. The approaches outlined above should be part of the due diligence of any complex project’s
planning and execution.

4 Examples of an Unknown Risk - Simplicable

Aug 25, 2024 - For example, an investor who is unaware of the concept of liquidity may purchase the
stock of a firm with a high debt load, negative cash flow from operations, rising cost of capital and
other issues that make bankruptcy possible.

Known Risks and Unknown Risks - PMP/CAPM - Mudassir Igbal

Unknown risks are more threatening since they can come up when the project manager doesn’t
expect it. Unknown risks are unidentified because they are not known until they happen. It’s nearly
impossible to formulate a response plan for these risks.

What is an example of the long-term impact of Unknown Unknowns...

The long-term effects of this incident on the world economy include changes to financial rules, job
losses, and increasing public debt. The effect of technology on the labor market serves as another
illustration of the long-term effects of unknown unknowns.

Rumsfeld Matrix - The Uncertainty Project
By identifying and addressing the known unknowns and unknown knowns, teams can share



knowledge, challenge assumptions, and collaborate more effectively. Begin by clarifying the decision
context, including the objectives, constraints, and key stakeholders.
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